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THE INVOCATION. 

Come now to me once more, Lord of my reason. 

Prince of light, most glorious Son of God ; 

Come, help me to unfold in fit discourse 

Those marvellous visions of thy coming 

Writ in th' Apocalypse. In thy right hand, 

Where is the hiding of thy power, I rest. 

Thy willing tool; employ me as thou wilt. 

I am an angel of thy church; give me 

My charge, great Bishop ; — a star ; enlighten me, 

Amidst the darkness of this cloudy night, 

to struggle through the wrack brew*d in the heavens 

By Satan, prince o' th' air, and guide thy saints. 

Fain would I keep some ray of hope above 

The horizon, like some lonely watchman, 

Who, far off at sea, doth trim his beacon light 

To lead lost seamen to their haven of rest. 
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Be not cast down, my soul ; my heart, 
ti Be stirred up with love ; 

My mind, dwell ever in that Light 
Which cometh from above. 

For unction of the Holy One, 

My God, I look to thee ; 
That I may rightly know all things 
) Which in t^y counsel be. 



\ 



And what I know, that I may tell 
With words of heavenly grace^ 

Do THOU, O Word, inform my lips ; 
For I DO SEEK thy face. 



LECTURE I. 

< 

THE NAME, AUTHORITY, SUBSTANCE, AND 
SANCTIONS OF THE BOOK. 



Rev. i. 1 — 3. 
** The Revelation of Jesus ChrisU ivhich God gave unto him, 
to shexv unto his servants things tvhich must shortly come 
to pass ; and He sent a7id signified it by his angel unto 
his servant John : who bare record of the Word ofGod^ 
and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things 
that he saw. Blessed is he that readeth, and they that 
hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
xiohich are written therein : for the time is at hand^ 

It is not from any conceit of supernatural wisdom, or 
spiritual gifts, beyond what any other minister of Christ 
may aspire to, and ought to possess ; nor is it in the 
proud ambition of making ail mysteries plain, although 
we believe that this, and this only, is the province of the 
Evangelical teacher ; still less is it out of any curiosity 
about, or speculative research into, future things; but be- 
cause we have experienced in our own souls the blessed- 
ness promised unto ^* him that readeth the words of the 
prophecy of this book ;" and because we think we have 
received some further insight into the object of God in 
giving it, the method of its structure, and the application of 
its predictions, and would fain communicate of our good 
things unto others, that they may partake of our comfort 
and joy ; — this, and no other, so far as we know our own 
mind, is our motive for undertaking the most grave and 
responsible office of presenting to the church an expo- 
sition of the Apocalypse or Revelation, of Jesus Christ. 

And, forasmuch as we ^o consult for thy glory, O 
Almighty God ! and for the good of thy church, O our 
Lord Jesus Christ ! and would be wholly under thy guid- 
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ance^ O thou Holy Spirit of Truth ! we do most humbly 
and earnestly pray, that our souls, being filled << with 
power, and with love, and with a sound mind," might be 
enabled to declare, with meekness and wisdom, the deep 
things of thy counsel contained in this portion of thy holy 
word. 

Let me then endeavour, in these Lectures, to speak to 
my brethren in Christ Jesus with sincerity and truth, as 
one man ought to speak to his brother-man ; and with 
wisdom and authority, as a minister of Christ, to the i3ock 
of God; endeavouring, as much as in me lies, to cast 
away the fear of man, which bringeth a snare, and to re- 
member that I stand before my Judge, before whom also 
you stand. In his sight, therefore, Lmake no scruple to 
declare before you all, at the outset of these lectures, that 
my reason for undertaking such a task, in this the chief 
city of our church at this time, is simply, that I believe 
this book of the Revelation is not perused and studied as it 
ought to be. Into the cause of which neglect it is not so 
much my office to search, nor yet to censure or rebuke 
that indifference to the contents of this book which has come 
over the preachers and ministers of the Christian church ; 
as it is my part, and belongs to the office of the work- 
man of God to do what in him lies to remove the evil over 
which I lament : and this I will do, in the strength of 
Divine grace, and by His help whom I serve, even the 
Great Head of the Church, whose minister I am for the 
preaching of his word unto all people. With humility 
therefore, with distinctness, and with simplicity, will I 
endeavour to lay before the church all my treasures, new 
and old, according to the gifit of utterance which the 
Spirit may be pleased to bestow upon me, praying always 
for an increase of knowledge and of utterance to make 
known to you all the treasures of the riches of this book, 
which is forbidden to be sealed, and whereof the perusal 
is blessed with an express benediction of God : << Blessed 
is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein ; 
for the time is at hand." 

In this discourse, which is intended as introductory to 
tfie whole series, I will lay before you a comprehensive 
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idea and general view of the precious things contained 
in the Apocalypse, that, in your leisure and retirements, 
you may pursue the study, and anticipate me in the 
daily exposition of it : and this I will do according to the 
following method. — ^First, I shall discourse of the name 
contained in the first three words of the book, ^< the Re- 
velaiion of Jesus Christ.** Secondly, of the particulars 
of its transmission unto us, contained in the first two 
verses of the book, which I shortly term '< its autho* 
rity." Thirdly, of the substance, and the method, and the 
contents of it. And, Lastly, I will discourse of the Divine 
injunction which God has given to enforce on us the perusal 
of it; and the encouragement which he has held out to 
the ministers of the Gospel, to expound it with all dili- 
gence ; and to the people to give earnest heed to those 
preachers who gird up their loins to obey the Divine 
commandment. These four heads — the name, the autho- 
rity, the method, and the sanctions of this book — I will 
now endeavour to lay before you in order. 

I. The name of the book is, the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ. — I have reason to believe that this expression is 
not generally understood ; or, rather, is commonly mis- 
understood, as if it were meant to convey no more than 
that Jesus Christ revealed it. Now, if this be all, there 
is no distinctness in the title or name wherefore one, in pre- 
ference to the other books of Scripture, should be entitled 
'Uhe Revelation of Jesus Christ;" for all the books of Scrip- 
ture are alike the revelation of Jesus Christ, who is the 
Word of God, the Light of the Father which lighteth every 
man. In this sense, all the writings of St. Paul are reve- 
lations of Jesus Christ ; whereof he says, that he received 
them not by man, neither was taught them, but by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. The same may be said of 
all the other books of Scripture, which Christ revealed 
or inspired by his Spirit in his servants ; as Peter declareth, 
that they speak by the Spirit of Christ which was in them. 
Therefore I say, that if this be all that is signified, there 
would be nothing in the title wherefore it should be the 
characteristic name of this book. 

But, besides this, I observe, as to the fact, that it did not 
come to John by revelation of Jesus Christ ; for it was not 
Jesus Christ that revealed it to him, but an angel that shewed 
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4 The Revelation of Jesus Christ. [lect. 

or represented it to him by signs ; as in this same verse it 
is written, " Which God gave unto Jesus Christ, to shew 
unto his servant things which must shortly come to pass/' 
These words give us to know that this book was given to 
Jesus Christ by the Father, in order to shew the contents 
thereof to his servants. And what method does Christ 
take to shew it to God's servants ? He sends his messenger, 
his angel, and signifies it to his servant John. So John 
did not receive the communication directly from Christ, 
but he received it through the medium of one proceeding 
from Christ ; he received it not in the way of revelation 
or inspiration, but in the way of outward demonstration; it 
was sheton to him by his angel, and repeatedly in this 
book is that angel spoken of, to whom John did twice, in 
the height of gratitude and satisfaction, offer worship, but 
the angel would not suffer himself to be worshipped. I 
am inclined, therefore, to doubt the commonly received 
interpretations of the name, as if it merely signified that 
Jesus Christ revealed the contents of the book, because 
we always find that a Scripture name doth express the 
substance of the thing named, as all the names of God and 
of our Lord Jesus Christ do testify ; and even those names 
which the authority or use of the church hath given to 
the books of Scripture, have in them a great propriety and 
peculiar appropriateness. For example. Genesis signifies 
the generation of things ; Exodus, the out-going of the 
children of Israel from the house of bondage. But when 
God himself appropriates a name, — for example < the Go- 
spel' or <good news,*^ — it then never fails to contain the 
very essence of that which is named. And seeing the 
Holy Ghost hath chosen to entitle this book << The Reve- 
lation of Jesus Christ," we may never doubt that there is 
something contained under that name beyond this which 
belongs to all Scripture in common, that it is revealed by 
Jesus Christ the Word ; and which therefore cannot serve 
to distinguish one book of Scripture fi'om another. 

These reasons are sufficient to make us hesitate con- 
cerning the commonly received interpretation of the 
name or title, and do justify a further inquiry into the 
subject. And, when we go to examine the proper 
meaning and common use of the words << Apocalypse, 
or revelation, or manifestation of Jesus Christ," we find 
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almost invariably tbat they signify not Jesus Christ 
revealing^ but Jesus Christ revealed: except in one 
doubtful case, they never signify Jesus Christ the Re- 
vealer, but alivays the revelation, manifestation, appearing, 
or coming, of our Lord Jesus Christ, when, from being 
hidden as he now is, he shall become once more and for 
ever revealed in the glory of His Father. There are, I 
suppose, not fewer than ten or twelve instances in which 
this expression <' revelation of Jesus Christ" occurs in the 
New Testament, either exactly in the form in the text, or 
else in some other form and construction, and, with only 
one apparent, but not real exception, doth it always signify 
Jesus Christ the Revealed, and not once Jesus Christ the 
Revealer. To this solitary exception (as it is thought to 
be), which is found in Gal. i. 12, let us attend first: <' But 
I certify you, brethren, that the Gospel which was 
preached of me is not after man. For I neither received 
it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation 
of Jesus Christ." This passage is commonly taken as 
signifying that Jesus Christ revealed the Gospel to the 
Apostle by direct inspiration or inward working of the 
Spirit ; which, also, I was myself disposed to admit : but 
a more patient study of the passage leads me to prefer 
the common, and, I may say, universal meaning of the 
expression, revelation of Jesus Christ, " I neither received 
it of man, neither was I taught it, but (had it) through 
the manifestation of Jesus Christ;" for straightway he 
proceeds to narrate the appearing or manifestation of 
Christ on the way to Damascus, which, in ver. 16, he 
calleth God*s revealing his Son in him ; signifying, as I 
understand, that, contemporaneous with the outward 
manifestation of his Son in the brightness of the heavens, 
God gave to the Apostle an inward manifestation of him 
in the Spirit according to the promise (John xiv. 22) : 
but in both cases it was Christ that was revealed or 
manifested, and the Father who revealed or manifested 
him ; Him the subject of the revelation, not the agent re-; 
vealing, which, by essential propriety, whenever the Son 
is the su*bject, belongeth to the Father, who alone 
giveth faith. << The Holy Ghost takes of the things of 
Christ, and shews them to ojur souls." In this passage, 
therefore, there is no support whatever for the idea that 
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Christ is the revealer of himself, but every support to 
the idea that he is the revealed one, and the Father acting 
by the Holy Ghost the revealer. But, though this passage 
had given support to the idea that Jesus Christ is the 
revealer, it would have availed nothing in the case before 
us, where the manner of communication is not by revelation 
of Jesus Christ, but by demonstration of an angel. God 
gives Jesus Christ the account of his own manifestation or 
appearance, He gives it in charge to Him for the use of all 
his servants ; Jesus Christ gives it to an angel, and the 
angel shews it out to John, who writes it to the churches : 
a mrethod of communication quite opposed to the notion, 
that Jesus Christ caused it to spring up in the Apostle's 
mind by inspiration, or whispered it into his ear by voice 
of speech. And when we go into details, and see what the 
book is made up of, we find that it is Christ revealed now 
as all-glorious Head of the church, in the midst of the 
golden candlesticks, now as the Lamb slain living in heaven, 
and instated by his Father in the possession of universal 
power and inheritance, opening the sealed book and 
working wonderful effects in the earth, &c. Every where it 
is Christ revealed, and not Christ revealing ; so that the 
substance of the book, as well as the style of its name or 
title, do repel the notion of Christ revealing, even if such 
a notion were found in that passage of the Galatians, 
which I have argued above it is not. Now this apparent 
but not real exception, being taken out of the way, all is 
clear ; and to every scholar, yea, to any unlearned but 
sound-minded man, I will submit the question for a deci- 
sion, after having referred to some of the passages where 
the expression in the text '^ Apocalypse of Jesus Christ " 
is used, for it is an expression of very frequent use in the 
New Testament. In the First Epistle of Paul to the 
Corinthians (i. 7), it is thus written, " So that ye come 
behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.'' The words in the original are exactly the. 
same as the title of our book, waiting for the revelation 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. And the doctrine taught us is, 
<' Ye come behind in no gift," which the church bath re- 
ceived from Christ in virtue of his ascension ; and ye wait 
for your perfection in the day of his revelation, when we 
shall come with him in the full participation of his king^ 
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dom and glory. Again, turn to the Second Epistle of 
Paul to the Thessalonians (i. 6, 7): "Seeing it is a righteous 
thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that 
trouble you ; and to you who are troubled, rest with us ; 
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels ;*' — literally, " in the revelation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ/' in his being manifested, in his coming 
unto the earth from heaven, which we all believe in, 
though we may perhaps differ in respect to some of the 
circumstances attendant thereupon. Another advent hath 
always been maintained by the church ; and never other- 
wise than as a great fundamental doctrine of the orthodox 
faith hath it been held, that Christ ifi to come again in 
person to judge the quick and the dead. This event 
called the manifestation or revelation of Jesus Christ in 
the passage now before us, bears the same characters as 
in the book of the Revelation, for in both doth Jesus 
Christ, with his mighty angels, come in flaming fire, to 
take vengeance on them that know not God and obey not 
the Gospel ; who are punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, 
and to be admired in all them that believe. I next turn 
your attention to that passage, I Peter i. 7. You 
may read from the third verse : *' Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which acccording to his 
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, (it is re- 
served in heaven now, but is) ready to be revealed or 
manifested in the last time," when the New Jerusalem 
cometh down from heaven : " Wherein ye greatly rejoice, 
though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness 
through manifold temptations ; that the trial of your faith, 
being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, 
though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise 
and honour and glory at the appearing (revelation) of Jesus 
Christ." (1 Pet. i. 6, 7.) Here it is declared, that in the 
assured faith and hope of that heavenly inheritance which 
is to be revealed, the church endureth all fiery trials and 
grievous losses which God sendeth for her probation, that 
she may come out of the fire like silver seven times refined, 
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glorious and bnght, and honourable to God In the 
day when Christ shall be manifested with all his saints 
to be admired in all them that believe. In that day of 
the manifestation (revelation) of the sons oi God (Rom. 
viii. 19), when we receive the redemption of the body 
(ver. 23), all creation is delivered from its bondage into 
their glorious liberty. So full is the Apostle Peter of this 
grand revelation or manifestation, that he makes a third 
reference to it in verse 13, as the bearer of especial grace 
and favour to the church : '< Wherefore gird up the loins of 
your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for thcgrace that 
is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.** 
Now, brethren, as the subject of discourse is large, I do not 
bring forward other instances to the same effect, but simply 
lay it down, that, without any exception, this expression the 
revelation of Jesus Christ, and the cognate or kindred ex- 
pressions which occur in the New Testament are used of the 
coming, or appearing, or manifestation of Christ. They 
all bear the sense of '< Jesus Christ the Revealed;'' and 
pot in any instance can signify "Jesus Christ the Revealer." 
In all these instances, then, of Holy Scripture, the ex- 
pression. Revelation of Jesus Christ, signifies his future ma- 
nifestation, his future coming; being taken in the passive 
sense, Christ the Revealed, not Christ the Revealer. If 
this be the proper meaning of it in the passage before us, 
as sound criticism would conclude, then, standing as it 
doth for the title of any book, it would signify that 
that book was given for the purpose of informing the 
church, concerning the time and manner and circum- 
stance of our Lord's glorious Epiphany. As Paul was 
delegated to inform the church concerning the mys- 
tery of the Gentiles being fellow-heirs with the saints, 
which he received according to revelation (Eph. iii. 3): 
<< By revelation he made known unto me the mystery :** 
so John is delegated to make known unto the church, the 
further mystery of the manifestation of Jesus Christ, after 
the fulness of the Gentiles shall have come in ; and the 
title of the book should not be the Revelation of John the 
divine, but the Revelation of Jesus Christ. In either 
sense, this ought to be the title of the book, whether 
you understand it to be his manifestation, or that which 
he revealed. Which of these two, the active or passive, 
ought to be taken as the true sense of the words, is not - 
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only, as I think, clear, from the common use of the New 
Testament, but from certain passages of the book itself. 
For example, the opening of it (i. 7) : <* Behold, he cometh 
with clouds ; and every eye shall see him, and they also 
which pierced him : and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of him : even so. Amen/' And the con* 
elusion of it (xxii. 17) : " And the Spirit and the bride 
say, Come. And let him that heareth say. Come.!' 
Ver. 20 : <* He who testifieth these things saith. Surely 
I come quickly: Amen. Even so, come. Lord Jesus." 
Now if the book did not concern the coming of the Lord, 
why would it thus open and conclude with solemn invo- 
cations for him to come ? But if the subject of it be, to 
lay open the time, manner, and circumstances of his reve- 
lation, then it is well opened and concluded with a solemn 
averment from Christ's own mouth, that he would quickly 
come; and a glad response from the Prophet's mouth, 
that he would so quickly come. There is another passage 
in the book, which casts light upon the title : it is written 
in the xth chap. ver. 7 : << But in the days of the voice of 
the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the 
mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to 
his servants the prophets." This is the only part of the 
book where a mystery is spoken of: but a revelation 
always implies a mystery; and in the very name Revela- 
tion, the idea of a mystery is contained all throughout. 
The perfecting of the mystery, therefore, in the days of 
the seventh angel, when time shall be no longer, is, I 
take it, nothing else than that the thing taken in hand to 
be opened in this book, is then completed. Now, if we 
look at the context of that passage, we find that it con- 
tains the descent of Christ from heaven to earth, and his 
taking possession of earth and sea, in the name of the 
eternal God who created them. The mystery, then, 
which is perfected, is the mystery of his manifestation ; 
and this book is the evolution of the mystery, is the steps 
and progression of the Divine purpose, to reveal his Son, 
with power and great glory, which is not fully perfected, 
until the seventh angel shall have blown his blast. Je- 
hovah said unto our Lord, " Sit thou at my right hand, 
until I make thine enemies thy footstool." This book 
contains the acts of Jehovah, by which Christ's enemies 
are made his footstool, after which Christ sitteth no longer 
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at his right hand, but cometh to rule in the midst of his 
subjugated enemies. There was a long time to intervene 
before the grand object of the church's faith and hope 
was to appear : none of the Apostles were permitted to 
know the times and seasons ; but the Spirit in them did 
ever witness to the coming and kingdom of the Lord, 
whereof they preached the good news ; and the same Spirit 
did seal their disciples until that day of the redemption, and 
did become unto them for an earnest of that inheritance ; 
but, until the great disclosure of this book, there were no 
marics or signs by which the progression and the ap- 
proach of that great hope of the world might be recog- 
nized. God who changeth not, and the Holy Spirit who 
speaketh only the unchanging truth of God, had from the 
beginning conceived, fixed, and determined the times, 
and the seasons; but the mystery thereof he openeth 
according to the fitness of the times, and consistently 
with the responsibility and discipline of the church: 
For example : He did not tell unto Jacob when he went 
down unto Egypt, that he and his children were going 
down to the house of bondage, although he had told this 
to Abraham from the beginning of the covenant ; neither 
did he tell to the children of Israel that they were to 
wander forty years in the wilderness, and perish there 
when he made the covenant with them at Sinai, but did 
reserve this communication till they had ten times contra- 
dicted and provoked him, and then it was told as a judg- 
ment. In like manner he did not tell unto the Jewish people 
that for two thousand years the Gentiles were to possess 
Abraham's covenant when they were cast out, but did re- 
serve the burdensome tidings till after they should have 
rejected Christ and his Apostles. And as in all these for- 
mer instances, the communication of evil tidings unto the 
church was reserved until the evil had been revealed in 
her, for which they were announced as the chastisement ; 
so, in this last instance of a communication to the churchy 
it was not until she had much ofiended God with her 
backslidings, heresies, and schisms, as we see in the seven 
epistles to the Asiatic Churches, that the Lord gave forth 
this book which postponed for a long season, or rather re- 
vealed the certain and appointed time at which the Lord 
is to appear. In the Acts and Epistles which are the only 
documents of the primitive church, the coming of Christ 
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IB the great, and I may say onlyy object of the church's 
prospective faith. But there it appears as a mysteryy 
gloriouS) but undefined ; full in their view, but undeter^- 
mined in its distance; the measure of which, and the 
fearful things which were to happen to the church before, 
and upon his appearingi were reserved for communication 
until they could be communicated in the way,of a judgment 
and vexation unto the church for her many provocations 
of God. In this way it is, that the unfoldings of God's 
purpose are made consistent both with the discipline of 
his church, and the responsibility of every man. And 
what I have said with respect to the revelation of the pur- 
pose by inspired men, I say likewise of the opening and 
preaching thereof by uninspired, but gifted ministers, (I 
mean, gifted with the gifts of the Spirit, communicated to 
the faithful minister by the laying on of hands). The 
matter preached to any generation of the church, while it 
is the constant truth of God, consisteth of things new as 
well as old, whereof the new brought out of the treasury 
do bear a certain proportion in the way of discipline and 
responsibility to that generation of the church unto which 
they are communicated. 

That this is the true account of the name and title of 
the book, I have no doubt. It is a point which I have 
perfectly ascertained, and upon which I am fully convinced; 
not indeed without much examination, and I do not wish 
you to receive it without the like consideration. They 
misrepresent me who say that I dogmatize and arrogate 
authority beyond my place, as if I spake in my own name 
and not in the name of Christ. It is not good so to with- 
stand and vilify a brother, as I hear that some of them 
do ; speakmg maliciously, or else ignorantly. Boldly in- 
deed 1 do speak (adding to my faith boldness), because 
I speak from the heart the things which I have believed; 
my conscience also bearing me witness. But I am always 
ready to give a reason of the hope that is in me with 
meekness and with fear : nor do I wish to overbear any 
man's conscience. Therefore, when I state to you that 
this name and title of the book signifies Jesus Christ 
revealed, Jesus Christ manifested, I leave it for you to 
consider those passages which I have read, and so to come 
to the same conclusion by the blessing of God and the 
teaching of his Spirit. 
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The name of the book is therefore the opening of 
Christ, the disclosing, the unveih'ng, the discovering 
of Christ. Now before going any farther, I shall draw- 
one or two inferences from this first head. If the inten- 
tion of the book be the unvailing or uncovering of Jesus 
Christ, it certainly must be a book of the very last im- 
portance for men to study ; for what is there that concerns 
a Christian, but Jesus Christ ? for in him are hid all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily. I know nothing of myself, 
I can know nothing of myself, I hope nothinor of my- 
self, I cannot say I know God, but in Jesus Christ. I 
know nothing of God, but according as I see him in the 
person of Jesus Christ ; I know nothing that is to come, 
or that is past, or that exists around me, but through the 
same interpretation which Jesus Christ is of God's fulness^ 
—-for all things were created by him, and all things were 
created for him, and in him all things consist. If then 
the person and offices of Jesus Christ be that which all 
preaching, and all hearing, and all understanding and re- 
search into Scripture are conversant with, surely, when 
God has written a book expressly for the purpose of un- 
veiling and discovering him, it is a very bold thing for 
any person to say that book is not profitable for men to 
search into ; that the book is so difficult that it is in vain 
for men to search into it. For any one thus to speak, is 
to say that God undertook a thing for the good of the 
church, but failed in his good intent ; he gave it to Jesus 
Christ to shew it unto his servants, and yet his servants 
have no profit or pleasure from it. For you to say that this 
book doth not unveil Christ but rather hide him, for you 
to doubt of its profitableness, for you to believe that it is 
a matter of uncertainty whether you will derive knowledge 
of Christ from it, is as much as to say that God lias been 
defeated in his object ; that God has not attained his wish ; 
that he was trying to unveil Christ unto man, but it is a very 
doubtful thing whether he has unveiled him or not to any one. 
To entertain such doubt, such unbelief, and to follow 
such practices, is, I say, very irreverent distrust, and 
wicked disobedience of God. And here I may observe 
in passing, — for I always love to confirm what Isay by my 
own experience,— that let other persons think and state 
what they please, truth constrains me to declare, that I 
have got more insight into the person and offices of my 
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blessed Lord, from the study of this book, than from the 
•tudy of all Scripture besides : in very truth, it has proved 
tid me the unveiling and discovering of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. To me it has been the Gospel, not indeed of liis 
flesh, (the Gospel of the days of his flesh being written 
19 the four Evangelists), but it has been the Gospel of 
bis glory : it has discovered to me my Lord glorified, and 
shewn him to my soul as the great Bishop of souls ; and 
as the great Head of the church, for the consolation of 
the churchy it has shewn him also to my flock ; and to 
nyself, the minister over them, it hath shewn Him as 
the universal Bishop. And to many who are not of my 
flock, I have been enabled to demonstrate out of this 
book, that the Lord Jesus Christ hath been exalted of 
God to be the Prince of the kings of the earth ; who doth 
hiiDself, or the Father for him doth, briAg about all the 
revolutions of the kingdoms, to the end of reducing all 
Cttleand dominion under the Man Christ Jesus, of putting 
•M enemies under his feet. Here also we have seen him 
setting destruction in array against the apostacy of Rome ; 
and while we behold infidelity advancing with giant strides 
to the supremacy of the kingdoms, we can look on undis- 
mayed, because we see herein written, that it shall speedi- 
ly go into destruction, being overcome by the Lamb, and 
tbose who are with him, who are called, and faithful, and 
ohosen. Truly hath it proved itself in my experience, 
and the experience of my people, to be a full disclo- 
JHtre, and complete opening of Jesus Christ, whose work, 
since his ascension until this day, is here discovered ; and 
bis better work, when he shall come again in the glory of 
his power, to be honoured in his saints, to deliver the 
iirorld from its oppressors and destroyers, and to bring it 
at length to pass that all nations shall be blessed in him, 
and all shall call him blessed. I do assure you, that 
it has been to me and my flock the book of the 
Gospel of Christ in risen glory; as the four Gospels 
are of Christ in fallen flesh. The Gospels are the revela- 
tion of Christ's work in the days of his flesh. The Apo- 
calypse is the revelation of all things which he is doing in 
heaven. In the one I have seen God manifested in the 
Man humbled: I have seen in the other God manifested 
in the Man exalted. I have seen in the one God manifest- 
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ed by Christ present on the earth amongst men : I have 
seen in the other God manifested by Christ working in the 
Spirit, though absent from amongst men. Likewise God, 
to Ibe manifested in Christ's coming to the earth again ; and 
in all the mysteries of power and glory which he is then to 
bring into accomplishment. So much doth the very name 
and title of this book commend it to the church. And 
now we come to speak of the manner of its transmission 

from God to the church, or its authority. 

« 

II. This head of discourse includeth all that is contain- 
ed in the first two verses, being, first. Its origin from God : 
•* God gave it unto Jesus Christ." Secondly, The end of 
his giving it : ''to shew unto his servants things which 
must shortly come to pass.'* Thirdly, The method of its 
communication : '' He sent and signified it, (sending he sig- 
nified it), by his angel to his servant John:" and, lastly, 
A description of John's identity, " who bare witness of the 
Word of God and the testimony of Jesus, and all the 
things which he saw." These are the four circumstances 
connected with the transmission from God unto the church 
of this book, whose title is, " The Revelation or Mani- 
festation of Jesus Christ." And to each of these particulars 
it will be necessary that we should attend a little in order. 
1. The revelation of Jesus Christ, 'which God gave unto 
him.'^s Christ himself not God ? Yes, he is God, the 
eternal Son of God, God and man in two distinct natures 
and one person for ever. How is it then said that God 
gave it unto him ? Is not Jesus Christ God ? is not his 
very name Jesus, J ah or Jehovah, the I am, and Hoshea 
the Saviour, the I am the Saviour ? And yet the language 
is no way qualified, but simple and plain language ; God 
gave it unto him. This therefore wanteth interpretation. 
Understand you therefore, dearly beloved brethren, that 
the Son of God, though God when he became man, came 
into the very condition of man ; not ceasing to be God, 
but acting through the faculties of man, with the feelings 
and the knowledge of a man. He came into the number 
of our family, and was tempted in all points like as we 
are. As it was with his feeling, so it was with his know- 
ledge : as it- was with the senses of his body, so it was 
also with the faculties of his reasonable soul: he took 
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unto himself a true body and a reasonable soul. He did 
BOt take these that they might lie beside him unoccupied, 
or that they might be used now and then as it pleased 
him, or pleased him not. Those ideas which some men 
entertain, as if Christ now acted in one nature, and now 
in another, I regard as flat Nestorianism, which makes 
two persons to be in him. He is one person, the person 
of the Son of God, and every act of that person must in- 
clude both natures, but never in either nature be perfected. 
If he did act in the Divine nature any thing without the 
human nature, then there is a person standing in the Di- 
vine nature alone ; for that which is distinctive of a per- 
son is a complete action, feeling, or word. If again he 
did any act in the human nature alone, where is the Di- 
vine ? This ignorant, though common way of speaking, 
as if now you have an act of the human nature, and now 
of the Divine nature, doth make a person of each, and 
so ye bring in the false doctrine of Nestorius, who assert- 
ed that Christ had two persons instead of two natures 
in one person. These remarks are necessary to the un- 
derstanding of the thing declared in the text, that God 
gave this revelation to Jesus Christ, who in becoming 
idan truly came into limitation of the knowledge, feelings, 
and complete nature of man ; self-contracted, self-hum- 
bled, self- emptied of his glory, that he might shew his 
love to human nature in its lowest forms, and redeem it 
out of its most miserable conditions ; and, through the 
agency of men redeemed, might bring the universe into- 
blessedness, and fix it there for ever. Agreeably hereto, 
the Scripture recordeth, that the Lord Jesus Christ grew 
in wisdom and in stature, and in favour with God and 
man. That human reason which he took, he did inform 
with his personality of the eternal Word ; and receiving the 
Holy Ghost from the Father, in answer to his faith, he 
did instruct and support the human nature through alt 
the stages of its existence, which was upholden wise, 
faithful, and true, through the influence of the Holy 
Ghost*. And thus every action begun in the Godhead of 
tlie Son of Man, proceeded into the manhood, and out 
of the manhood passed complete. So that the creature 

* See Westminster Confession, ch. viii. § 3. 
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18 full J capable of apprehending God in human nature ; 
while, at the same time, Christ, in the Divine nature, is 
wholly incomprehensible; out of which he ever condescend- 
ed from his dignity, from his infinite vastness, from his 
incomprehensibility, into this creature condition, in order 
that he might make God intelligible through a body. 
And this is the way in which the fulness of the Godhead 
dwelleth in a body. So that the first part of his acting, 
that done in the Godhead, passeth all understanding. 
We cannot know the love, the condescension! of God's 
coming to act in the human nature : but the acting in the 
human nature, perfectly harmonizing with the Divine wiH,' 
we are enabled to comprehend the love and the good- 
ness, and the other affections of the Godhead; and w^ 
are enabled to walk in that way which he loveth, and to 
have that mind in us which was also in Christ Jesus. 
There is great confusion in the way in which they speak 
of the actions both of God and of Christ in these times ; 
shrinking from and shunning the language of the Trinity, 
in which ^lone a work of God can be truly expressed. 
And therefore I deem it good thus early in these dis- 
courses to express in one sentence the process of a Divine 
purpose, until it become a realized thing. The Godhead 
of the Father, infinite and incomprehensible, fcommuni- 
cates to the Godhead of the Son, also infinite and in- 
comprehensible, by means of the Holy Ghost, also infinite 
and incomprehensible, that purpose which he would have 
performed : the Son assenting thereto in his Divine na- 
ture, which is one of substance and of will with the Father, 
doth proceed to perform that which the Father hath com-^ 
municated to him. And to this end he emptieth himself 
put of his Divine nature, and passeth int6 the human 
nature, where he findeth himself a very man, with man's 
very limitations : and there acting faith, as a man he re* 
ceiveth the Holy Ghost given by the Father unto his 
human nature, and consenting to act through the same ; 
by whom he in his human nature doth extend his human 
will, ever harmonious with his Divine will to the utmost 
bound and limit of God's creation. Wherever the person 
of the Father willeth to work, there the person of the 
eternal Son in human nature, or the Christ of God, doth, 
by the Holy Ghost acting as the Spirit of Christ, perform 
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the work which the infinite and incomprehensible Godhead 
of the Father had originated in himself. 

So much for the general principle. And now, in order 
to explain the particular case of an increase of Christ's 
knowledge, which is now before us, turn to the xiiith 
chapter of Mark, and see what he says verse 32 : << Of 
that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels 
which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.^' 
What is the day and the hour here spoken of? It id 
the day and the hour of his revelation, his comings or 
appearing. Ver. 26 : " Then shall they see the Son of 
Man coming in the clouds, with great power and glory." 
Ver. 32 : Now " of that day and that hour knoweth no 
man ; no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the 
Son, but the Father." Here the Divine Person, Christ, 
declares, that, when he was on the earth, he knew not the 
day or the hour of the coming of the Son of Man. Now 
recollect, that the coming of the Son of Man is the same 
as the revealing of Jesus Christ. The words " reveah'ng 
of Jesus Christ," in those passages which are quoted 
above, is translated " the coming, or the appearing of thb 
Son of Man ;" so that here we have a declaration of hfs 
ignorance during the days of his flesh, as to that one 
matter. And here in our text it is declared, that he 
received (he knowledge of it from the Father; that he 
received it from God ; that God gave it to him. We see 
therefore, dearly beloved brethren, that when our blessed 
Lord was with us in the days of his flesh, his humility is 
shewn in this no less than in other things, that his know- 
ledge was under a veil, under the veil of the flesh, under 
the limitation of that form of being which he was then 
possessed of, having only the limited compass of flesh 
mortal : but, when he ascended on high, and received his 
glorified body of flesh immortal, when he received the pro- 
mise of the Holy Ghost from the Father to bestow on his 
disciples, he likewise received by the Holy Ghost farther 
lights and communications, which he doth bestow on the 
church through means of the holy Apostles. It was from 
Christ that the holy Apostles received their new revelations; 
and Christ himself received them from God ; and, receiv- 
ing them from God, he received them from his own sub- 
stance. Think not that Jesus Christ is another substance 

c3 
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from God, or that God is another substance from Jesua 
Christ : remember, that Jesus Christ is one of the Persons, 
in the Godhead : and when he says, that God gave it to 
him, it merely signifies, that Jesus Christ having humbled 
himself to the likeness of man, received from the God^ 
head those oommunications which the Godhead was 
pleased to give him; and did grow up, as it is said, iH: 
wisdom and in favour with God and man. After his 
resurrection he received new communications ; and one 
of these is the substance of this book. 

In the.Scriptures, both of the Old and New Testament, 
Our blessed Lord, after he ascendeth unto, and sittetb at 
the right hand of his Father, is represented as receiving 
all his information from the Father, and not from his owit 
Divine nature'; no>otherwise, indeed, than he received it 
upon the earth ; where he increased in wisdom, and was- 
guided in understanding, through means of the Holy 
Scriptures, just as all his disciples are. For example : 
In Isaiah viii. 17, 18, which we have Paul's autho- 
rity (Heb. ii.) for referring unto Christ, he representeth 
himself as waiting his Father*s time and pleasure,' during 
the long night of Jacob's darkness and Zion's desertion. 
So also in Isai. xlix, which we have apostolic authority 
(2 Cor. V.) for referring to the same time, we have Christ 
under the name of Jacob, and in the language of Jacobs 
complaining that the wife of his love, the Rachel, the 
Jewish Church, had not been given up unto him'; and 
that he had spent his labour for nought ; whereupon, 
Jehovah, his Father, maketh known to him, that he par- 
posed first to give unto him her for whom he had not 
laboured, to wit, the Gentile church ; and further, he re- 
vealeth the other mystery, that ai\er their day of salva- 
vation he. would give him for a covenant of the (Jewish) 
people to establish the earth (that it should not again be 
shaken, Heb. xii. 27), and to cause to inherit the desolate 
heritages (the redemption of the purchased inheritance, 
until which we are sealed by the Holy Ghost, £ph. i« 14). 
These two mysteries, I say, of the calling of the Gentiles^ 
first, and of his after manifestation to be the glory of 
Israel, Christ received from his Father, after his ascension. 
In the days of his flesh, he knew of them only as a pro* 
phet^ and he made them known only in proportion to the 
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prophetic measure ; and therefote he said, thttt erf the dby 
and the hour cyf his conring, no man kneW) not even the , 
SoH) but the Pather only* But when he ascended up on 
high, he received them as gifts for his church. And for 
oommunicating them unto his church, he chose men, to 
whom he might reveal them. Paul was the chosen vessel 
for • convey ing the mystery of their vocation unto the 
Gentiles : John was the chosen vessel for conveying the 
mystery of his coming unto all the church. 

Now, dearly beloved brethren, think not' evil, neither 
refuse to look at these things ; as if we disparaged the 
Divinity of Christ, while we thus set forth tlie economy of 
the Divine purpose, according to the order of its commu^ 
nication to and forth-setting by Christ. One accession was 
when he ascended up on high, and received in his man- 
hood that glory and dignity which he now posseses. No 
one of you refuses to look at, and to believe that he 
ascended up into glory out of his liumility, to honour out 
of disgrace ; and that after he passed through death he re- 
ceived an immortal and impassable body, was seated "at the 
right hand of the Father in glory, and now reigrieth with 
all the attributes of the Father, who condescendeth to act 
as it were under, and for the Son, who heretofore having 
glorified the Father, is now glorified of the Father* No 
one hesitates to believe that Christ did receive such glory 
of God on the day of his ascension ; that he did then re- 
ceive the promise of the Spirit ; of which it is expressly 
Said by John, *< This spake he of the Spirit ; for the Spirit 
was not yet, because that Jesus was not yet glorified :*' and 
the Apostle Peter, in the beginning of the Acts, says, ^<This 
is what is spoken of Joel the Prophet, ... now Christ is as- 
cended up on high, and hath received the promise of the 
Spirit, and shed down that which ye now see and hear." 
If, then, Christ did receive advancement of glory, and 
enlargement of power in the Holy Spirit, as he himself 
also declares ; " All power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth ; ** what difficulty can any one have in believing 
that he received new revelations also, — for the making 
known of which he used two chosen instruments, one the 
Apostle Paul, to communicate the calling of the Gentile 
into the union of the body of Christ; and the other, the 
Apostle John, to communicate what is revealed in this 
book of the Apocalypse ? And I know of no other ne# 
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revelations, except these two. Not only is thift account of 
,the matter necessary for the unfolding of the meaning of 
the words '^ God gave it to him ;" which beareth, that he 
had not the knowledge before, as he himself declareth in 
the passage quoted from Mark ; and likewise for the better- 
understanding of Christ's humiliation, and the acting of 
God through Christ, without whom he never shall act ; 
but it is moreover necessary for the exposition of that 
beautiful passage (Eph. iv. 8, 11, 12), when, after quoting; 
from the Ixviii th Psalm the prophecy of Christ's receiving 
gifts when he ascended up on high, Paul declares that 
these gifts which he received for men, he gave to men, in 
the form of apostles, prophets, pastors, and teachers, for 
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ. And, accordingly, 
having received from God the gift of the knowledge of his 
own Apocalypse or manifestation, he endows an apostle 
with it, and gives him to the churches for their edi* 
fication, being, indeed, rich only for us, wise only for us, 
honoured only for us. Marvellous love, grace, and con« 
descension ! 

Observe now what a new dignity is given to this 
book, what a new importance and value conferred upon 
it from these considerations. It is a thing which Christ 
received from God after his ascension ; and which God 
gave unto him on express purpose to shew unto his ser- 
vants things which must shortly come to pass. God 
enable us, his servants, to estimate the gift aright. O 
may the Lord turn the heart of his church to this book, 
and make me instrumental to remove some prejudices and 
false impressions from the minds of his own dear people ; 
and to draw many with energy to the perusal, and study, 
and meditation of this heavenly gift, which we may well 
believe hath a superiority over the other books of Scrip- 
ture, commensurate with the dignity and power of Christ, 
risen over and above Christ in flesh. If the flesh veiled 
his knowledge, acting like the microscope, which, while it 
giveth minuteness of observation, hindereth enlargement 
of view and distance of perception ; then that which he 
came to know, and was capable of knowing after his 
resurrection, must have a compass, and range, and glory 
about it surpassing the other Scriptures. And this I do 
iirmly believe, concerning the Apocalypse^ that it is espe- 
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cially the food of the resurrection life ^hich the regenerate 
have in Christ Jesus; that as it most fully declareth the 
honour and glory in which God hath set' his Son, our 
Saviour, so doth it, more than any other book of Scrip- 
ture, lift the soul into the fellowship of that Divine place 
and dignity whereof we are promised the qo-heirship at 
the coming of the Lord with all his saints. . 

2. And now for what end does he give this revelation of 
his own advent unto Christ ? Forio shevi) unio^hu servants 
things tuhich must shortly come to pass.. Observe here, 
brethren, that the object of the i living Odd is, to make 
kuQwn to his servants future things;: According to that 
office of the Spirit, <* He will shew yod things to come.? 
And yet this is our high offence to endeavour to understand 
the future. It has been rung from thie=^one icnd of the 
island to the other, and in the schismatical, lieretical, and 
sectarian magazines, the charge is brought and published 
against us, that we are a set of blasphemous persons^ 
fools and madmen, because we study what is about to be, 
and endeavour to know the things that must shortly coaoie 
to pass ; and yet no other reason or object is given by the 
living God for communicating this book to his church, 
but that for which we are so slandered. For this very 
thing, so shocking in the sight of these blind guides of the 
blind, God gave it unto Christ, that he might shew unto 
his servants things which are not yet come to pa^s. Will 
any .man tell me, then, that we ought ndt to search into^that 
which is future, till after it come to pass ; that it is a datii* 
gerous thing for me to lead the way, for you to follow after 
it ? Go tell these self^ufficient babblers, that they speak 
against the express declaration . of God's word, < against 
the solemnity and dignity of that single end for whidh 
this book came to be made known to Christ, and by Christ 
to us. And they will endeavour to. frighten us with the 
breath of their nostrils 1 Out upon such ignorance. . How 
then, say ye, oh son^ of the wise! that we arenot to 
look out for the things that are coming to pass, till aftef 
they come to pass? A prophecy, say they, must remain 
unknown to us; and was not given to be known until the 
event, that we might see that God knows the end, from 
the beginning, and that nothing comes to pass without his 
having foreseen it. I do not think it unworthy of God tof 
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condescend to teach us the lesson of his fore knowledge, 
and this lesson prophecy doth clearly teach. But doth it 
teach that only ? or is it given to teach that primarily ? 
I ddny that it is. In one passage, indeed (Isa. xliii. 9), I 
do find God challenging the idolaters to prove their gods 
by this, that they can foretel future things; and I do like- 
wise find our Lord saying (John xvi. 4), <* But these things 
have I told you, that when the time shall come ye may re« 
member that I told you of them/' No doubt this is one ob- 
ject of prophecy, to prove that God hath in him the power 
to foresee and foretel ; but are there no consolations of the 
church, no judgments of the world, no justifications of his 
Providence, no ends of his holiness to be attained at the 
same time ? Is it mere potver he wanteth to convince us 
of? Is it not rather his power to do thus and thus, to 
support and deliver his faithful ones, to destroy all who 
rise up against him ? A part of the truth is not the whole 
of it. Neither is he wise who calleth a part the whole, but 
he is schismatical and erroneous. Now, that prophecy is for 
the knowledge of things before they happen, let all the pro- 
phets testify, who, as distinctly as words could utter it, 
did tell and describe every judgment, time, place, and 
person, and effect, before it happened. Did not Isaiah 
tell king Ahaz, and Jeremiah king Zedekiah, and Ezekiel 
and Daniel the captives, what things were to happen in 
their days ? Did not our Lord tell Jerusalem what was to 
happen ? Did not Paul and Peter and John tell the church 
what was to happen? And here is not the Apocalypse 
written on very purpose to shew unto his servants things 
which must shortly come to pass ? What do these boasters 
of themselves mean ? What meaneth this confederacy of 
all orthodox and heterodox, churchman and schismatic, be- 
lievers and unbelievers, gathered together to put down 
inquiry into unfulfilled prophecy, as the attempt of heated 
brains, of insurrectionary and state-troubling men. Was 
Lord Napier, the inventor of logarithms, such a one ? Was 
Sir Isaac Newton, the demonstrator of the system of the 
universe, such a one ? Were Mede and Bishops Newton 
and Horsley such ones ? Were Durham, and Fleming, and 
Johnstone such crazy and despicable fools ? Ye misguided 
people, destroyed for lack of knowledge ! It is not a con- 
federacy of what ye call enlightened and intellectual rneii 



I.] The Authority. 23 

against us, but against the prophetic word of God, which 
you would, in your grossest ignorance of what it contains, 
represent as a sealed book, as a dark riddle, as an unin- 
telligible hieroglyphic, till after it has been accomplished 
and is beconae of little further use to the church : for certes 
he is but a poor churchman, aye and a poor Deist, who 
needs to have it continually proved to him that God doth 
know the end from the beginning. Nevertheless, as hath 
been said, we allow this to be an end, though a very remote 
one, of prophecy ; but the chief end we assert in the words 
before us, is <^ to teach unto God*s servants things which 
shall shortly come to pass." It is an end of prophecy to 
teach us that He who spake it was inspired of God, ac- 
cording as Christ declareth (John xvi. 4), << These things 
I have told you, that when the time shall come, ye may 
remember that I have told you of them ; '' but it is like- 
wise an end of prophecy to give to the Holy Spirit his 
office of teaching through the word the things which are 
to come, according as it is written in the same discourse, 
verse 13 : *< Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, 
he will guide you into all truth : for he shall not speak of 
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak : 
and he will shew you things to come." Now what are 
these men who will combine against the work and office of 
the Holy Spirit here declared by Christ, and the end of the 
Father declared in the first verse of the Revelation. They 
are scoffers, be they called liberal or evangelical, church- 
man or sectarian, catholic or schismatic, they are ** the 
scoffers 'prophesied as being about to arise in the last times. 
(2 Pet. iii. 1 — 4) : " This second epistle, beloved, I now 
write unto you ; in both which I stir up your pure minds 
by way of remembrance : that ye may be mindful of the 
words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, 
and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord 
and Saviour : knowing this first, that there shall come in 
the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and 
saying. Where is the promise of his coming ? for since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the 
beginning of the creation." But to put this matter still far- 
ther beyond all doubt, is it not written in the Second £pistle 
of Peter, i. 19 : *< We have also a more sure word of pro- 
phecy ; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a 
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light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and 
the day-star arise in your hearts/' Turn with me also to the 
First Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians, ii. 9 : << But, as it 
is written. Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
.entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him.'' Nothing can be more 
mysterious than such things; yet hear what follows: ** God 
has revealed them unto us b^ his Spirit ; for the Spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God." And if 
you would find the root of this matter — the secret cause 
of this objection to receive the Spirit as the interpreter of 
things to come-— you have it from the mouth of God in 
the 14 th verse : <' But the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God : for they are foolishness unto 
him ; neither can he know them, because they are spi- 
ritually discerned. 

The expressions, " things which must shortly come to 
pass," and *< the time is at hand," especially when coD'* 
nected with the frequent mention of Christ*s coming quick* 
Jy ((Rev. xxii. 7, 12, 20), and the solemn command in the 
same chapter (ver. 10), <' Seal not the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book : for the time is at hand," — these, 
and such like expressions, puzzle those who will not study 
Scripture, by comparing spiritual things with spiritual, 
but must have every thing to be conformed to common 
language, otherwise they call it either mystery or dis- 
honesty in the interpreter. And I have even heard masters 
in Israel gravely argue, that something more must certainly 
be intended by the expression < Christ's coming/ than his 
personal coming at the end of this age ; otherwise the 
Holy Spirit of truth would never have spoken of it as near 
at hand. And they find a very convenient event in the de* 
stmction of Jerusalem, which they call a coming of Christ, 
and to which they find little difficulty (in their loose way) 
in referring the various predictions contained in the Gospels 
concerning the coming of the Lord. But this subterfuge 
being cut off in the Apocalypse, which, by common belief, 
was written posterior to the destruction of Jerusalem, I 
know not bow they explain this matter; but do suppose they 
leave it with incurious ignorance and sapient indifference^ 
to be explained by the event ; as being of that numerous 
class of things to which none but fools would think of 
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applying themselves. Incurious and self-sufficient igno- 
rance! The true resolution of this difficulty is, to refer 
to other parts of Scripture, where the Holy Ghost speaks 
of the time of Christ's absence, and see whether it be 
spoken of as a little while or not : if we find that this is 
God*s "method of estimating it, what are we that we should 
call it long, because it includes many generations of the 
sons of men ? He who constituted the ages, is alone able 
to give their comparative dimensions : and if he calls the 
season of my Lord's absence a short season, I must be* 
lieve that it is short, compared with the period of his 
abode when he comes again ; that it is a brief season in 
the reckoning of Him with whom one day is as a thou- 
sand years, and a thousand years as one day. Now, ex- 
cept in one place (Luke xix. 11), — where by a parable he 
endeavoured to counteract the erroneous opinion which 
then prevailed that the kingdom of heaven was then to 
appear, and therefore, as well as for the propriety of the 
parable, speaks of his absence as a season sufficient for 
a long journey, to permit his servants to trade and make 
gain of their several charges, except in this instance; and 
here also he is guarded against speaking of the time as 
long, though the distance be called great, — we always find 
the season of his absence spoken of as a short season. I 
shall quote three instances of this. The first is Luke 
xviii. 8 ; where by a parable having set forth his church 
by the similitude of a widow, and her Antichristian op- 
pressor by that of an unjust judge, with whom the 
widow by urgency at length prevails ; he then applies the 
parable (ver. 7, which should be joined to the preceding 
chapter ; the parable of the widow being only as it were 
a way of half hiding, half revealing the endurance of his 
church, which needed to be spoken by proverbs, and not 
plainly), << And shall not God avenge his own elect, which 
cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with 
them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. 
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man cometh, shall he find 
faith on the earth?" That the day of vengeance, and the 
time of his coming are one and the same event, is suffi- 
ciently declared in the discourse^ of which the parable is, 
as it were, but an episode (Luke xvii. 24^ 26, 30). And 
he expressly declareth, that the time from which he sp^e^ 
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until that avenging of the elect, and coming of the Son 
pf Man to the earth, was a short time, (ev raxci) in brief,^ 
the very same form of expression as is used in Rev. i. 1, 
the passage now under consideration. At the same time 
he calls it long, in respect to the sufferings of the elect, 
but short when compared with the other season of their 
reward. Parallel with this also is 1 Peter i. 6, 7, to which 
we refer without citing it. The second passage to which 
we appeal, in order to prove that it is the common form to 
speak of Christ*s absence as a short period, is in Heb. ix. 
37 : << For yet a little while, and he that shall come will 
come and will not tarry:" although in the verse imme- 
diatel}' preceding, looked upon in respect of the trials of 
God's people, they are said to have need of patience. So 
also in the passage quoted (Heb. xii. 26, 27) from Hag- 
gai, ii. 6, it is there written of the time when both heavens 
and earth shall be shaken, that it is a little while : *^ Yet 
once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens and 
the earth, and the sea and the dry land." Now the Apostle 
expressly referreth this to the removal of these things, 
and the introduction of the kingdom and glory of Christ, 
which cannot be shaken. The third passage, and, perhaps, 
the strongest of all, is taken from our Lord's discourse, 
concerning the duration of his absence, John xvi. 16 : 
*' A little while, and ye shall not see me : and again, a 
little while, and ye shall see me; because I ^o to the 
Father." The little while here spoken of extends over 
all the season of his absence from the church at the 
right hand of his Father, and not to the little period of 
absence that was to occur before his resurrection while 
he lay in the tomb. For, during these days, he was 
not taken out of their sight ; he was with them on the 
cross ; and he was with them, in the tomb ; and during 
the forty days he was with them, eating and drinking 
with them, and therefore to none of these can *< the 
little while" during which they should not see him, 
be applied. This will more clearly appear by observ- 
ing the reason which he assigneth, — << a little while, and 
ye shall not see me : and again, a little while, and ye 
shall see me;'* and why? because I go to my Father. 
Now, I say, that Christ did not ascend to his Father 
during the time that his body was lying in the grave, foj^ 
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when he was risen from the grave, he said to Mary Mag- 
dalene, ** Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to 
my Father." The ascension to his Father was when he 
ascended on the Mount of Olives ; and here, therefore, we 
have a manifest proof that the expression " little time *' 
refers to the time of his absence during which his church 
hath not seen him, — the interval of time that he is with 
his Father. To confirm this, let us go on with' the con- 
text. " Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask 
him, and said unto them, Do ye inquire among yourselves 
of that I said, A little while, and ye shall not see me: 
and again, a little while, and ye shall see me ? Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, that ye shall weep and lament, but 
the world shall rejoice : and ye shall be sorrowful, but 
your sorrow shall be turned into joy." This duration of 
the world's joy is until his coming to judge it;— the little 
while of his absence, which is also the season of the 
church's sorrow, according to his answer to the question, 
Why do thy disciples not fast ? Those of the bride cham- 
^ ber do not fast when the bridegroom is with them ; but 
when the bridegroom is taken from them, then they will 
fast. Then he likeneth the anguish of his church for his 
reappearance, to the agony of a travaih'ng woman, be* 
cause like this though it hath an appointed time, it is 
ever uncertain. " Of that hour knoweth no man." And 
60 in all the prophets, the resurrection of the saints is 
compared to travail, (Psalm ex. Isaiah xxvi. Hosea xiii.) 
and likewise in the Epistle to the Romans, chap. viii. And 
the appearing again of Christ with his risen saints unto crea- 
tion, IS this birth of her joyful burden with which she has 
been so long distressed. And so the Lord himself inter- 
prets his own parable : *' A woman when she is in travail, 
hath sorrow, because her hour is come : but as soon as 
she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more 
the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world. 
And ye now therefore have soitow : but I will see you 
again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man 
taketh from you."' And so, oh ye scoffers, it is not so 
absurd or uncommon as you think, to speak of Christ's 
coming as in a short time, and afler a little while ; nor do 
we make God a liar when we so interpret it, but follow 
the manifest sense of his word. And surely it is a very 
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little time when compared with the eternal age of Mes* 
siah's kingdom which is to follow. 

Farther, with respect to the word shortly— shortly come to 
passy — it is a remarkable thing, that in the third verse the 
nearness of the time should be given as a principal reason 
for reading the book : << Blessed is he that readeth, and they 
that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written therein ; Jbr the time is at hand.*' Seeing, 
th^n, the blessing is to come on account of this very thing, 
** that the time is at hand/' we conclude, that if God 
had not known that this book was to be instantly useful, 
and immediately profitable to the church, he would not 
have urged the reading of it by the instancy of the time, 
and the urgency of the events. It is as much as to say, 
You cannot delay it ; you must not delay it, because the 
time it is needed for is close at hand. And there can be 
no doubt, that it was this book which supported the martyrs 
of the primitive church. And it is observable, that no 
book of Scripture is more quoted in the writings of the 
Fathers of the second and third centuries, than this book ; 
and 1 believe that it was the epistles to the seven churohes 
which supported the hearts of the martyrs. Of the great 
attention given to this book in the first centuries of the 
church, nothing is so clear a proof as that a great part of 
the heresies of those times arose out of the things con* 
tained in it. The heresy, ^* that there is no resurrection 
of the dead" (1 Cor. xv. 12), "that, the resurrection is 
past already," arose out of the leaven even now working in 
the church, which explaineth away " the first resurrection," 
into the regeneration of the soul, set forth and sealed 
to the believer, in baptism ; and at this door rushed 
in the heresy of Cerinthus, << that the believers should 
enjoy the earth, and make themselves merry with the 
abundance of its delicacies." The Millennium, we know^ 
was so much thought of and acted on in the first cen« 
turies, that Millenarian became a name for a body in the 
church ; amongst whom, even in the fifth century, Jerome 
says, there were a very great number of the orthodox. 
And an earlier father, I think Justin Mart3nr, says, that 
those in his time who were altogether orthodox believed 
in the Millennium, during which Christ's kingdom was to 
be set up, and Christ personally to reign on earth. Paptas^ 
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also, to whom the opposers of the orthodox doctrine of 
Christ's personal reign are pleased to trace what they call 
the absurdity of Millenarianism, lived in the second cen- 
tury, and was instructed by Polycarp, one of the disciples 
of John. All which goes to prove, beyond a doubt, what 
indeed has never been denied, that this book came into 
immediate use in the churches ; as might well be believed, 
both from the constancy of the blessing before us, and 
from the peremptory mandates given to John to send it 
to the churches. These things are certain. I will now 
advance a conviction of my own ; That the readiness, the 
promptness, to a fault, for meeting martyrdom, was due first 
of all to the glorious promises of the seven epistles, being 
addressed only to those who should overcome and be 
faithful to the death ; and, next, to the most wonderful 
honour put upon the martyrs' blood in the xii th chapter, 
where no less a consequence is ascribed to their not loving 
their lives unto the death, than this, << that thereby Michael 
and his angels were able to prevail in battle against the 
devil and his angels, and cast them headlong out of 
heaven." Add to this the assurance given in the vith 
chapter, that ever as the martyr's blood was poured out 
before the altar, his soul clothed in white went in before 
the Lord, and was partaker of his joy. I have no doubt, 
therefore, that the repeated mention of << the time being 
near at hand," had the effect of bringing forth that <<noble 
army of martyrs," who won for Christianity its seat and 
dignity upon the earth. True it is, that when the church 
began to be leavened with the mystery of iniquity, and to 
work into the hands of the Roman emperors, and the 
Papal adultery was consummating, it came to pass that 
this book, which presenteth the church as ever suffering 
from, and ever contrary to, Rome, began to fall out of the 
hands of the preachers, and ministers, and flock of Christ, 
into the hands of the scribes and the doctors, out of whose 
hands it hath hardly yet been deliveredi And now they 
went so far as to cast doubts upon its genuineness and au- 
thenticity ; and to beat down those glorious hopes of Christ's 
advent and kingdom on the earth, in the faith of which the 
first Christians had won the crown of martyrdom. And 
as the light, and life, and liberty of these glorious hopes 
waned out with the hiding and sealing of that book fVom 
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which they flour, there came in the bondage, and opprec8ioil> 
and worldliness of the Papacy ; until at length in the Refer-, 
mation, this book was again unclasped by the preachers 
and opened to the people. You know well, who are<^N 
dren of the Church of Scotland, that there was no book out 
of which our reformers took the substance of their preaching 
against the Pope, more than out of this book : and you may 
depend upon it, my brethren, that if we are to be roused 
to make a stand and a demonstration against liberalism ; 
against blind indifference to Papists and Protestants, who 
in these times are put upon equal dignity and equal trust ; 
if we are to be delivered from union with the confederacy 
forming against Christ and his church ; it must be by again 
opening this tnost blessed book, of which it may be said 
flow, as heretofore, ** Blessed is he that readeth it, for the 
time is at hand." I have undertaken to speak sincerely, 
without the fear of man, and with an open breast before 
God ; and I tell you all, that one of the principal reasons 
which determined me to expound this book in this metro* 
polis, where I received my education, and to which my know*- 
iedge is in some way due, was the support lately given here 
by so many distin^ished, powerful, and reverend men, to 
opinions alike subversive of church and state, and their 
misguided zeal of liberality towanls that false relieiofi 
which our fathers abhorred. Now, having a love for these 
men, as well as a high value for the communications of 
this book, and, from the study of it, having seen the revo- 
lution wrought upon the mind!s of my people; and judgUig 
also from my own experience, who was convinced in my 
understanding, ft-om reading it in faith, long before I was 
convinced in my heart, of the error of liberaMsm ; I re- 
solved to do the same office for this city which I had don^ 
for my own flock, and to bring before its thoughtful people 
the truth of God here declared ; to sow the seed of 
the truth, and endeavour to convince their hearts of the 
revelation of Jesus Christ, which this book gives to the 
church : being well assured, that, when I am gone away> 
God will pass it over unto other and abler hands, through 
whom this book may become the instrument of preserving 
^is, as a church, and as a people, from those false principles 
and dreadful consequences, which are involved in the grand 
rebellion of these times, against the prophetic word of 
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God, in favour of human wisdom, policy, prudence^ and 
expediency. 

3. The third particular concerning the transmission of 
this book is, that he. sent his angel to signify it unto Yob. 
servant John, and through him to the church on earth. 
Now, who, or of what kind and order, is this angel ?-» 
We have already seen how it doth not blemish or impeach 
the Divinity of Christ, to say that by becoming man he 
brought himself into the condition of needing supplies of 
knowledge, as well as of consolation and strength, from the 
Father, which he received in answer to his &ith by the 
continual ministry of the Holy Ghost ; and with the Holy 
Ghost thus communicated from the Father, he, the person 
of the Son, ever contracting himself out of his Godhead, 
ever emptying himself out of that infinitude of being, 
wherein he thought it no robbery to be equal with God, 
did act with the weak implements of fallen manhood, 
a holy blameless life, a powerful triumphant life, making 
a shew of principalities and powers, and triumphing over 
them openly in his cross. Of this the Father's gift of the 
Holy Ghost to the body which he prepared*, the Saviour 
received the fulness when he ascended up on high ; in- 
cluding the fulness of knowledge, as well as the fulness of 
power, and every other kind of fulness which differenceth 
the condition of a weak, infirm, fallen (but not sinful) 
humanity, from the condition of that glorious and power- 
ful, most dignified and beautiful humanity, in which he 
now sitteth at the Father's right hand, receiving the homage 
and confession of every creature of God ; — which is ali< 
signified in that word, << All power is given to me in 
heaven and on earth." Those who ignorantly fear and- 
idly talk, as if this did derogate from Christ's Divinity, 
must consent to learn the doctrine of the Trinity a little 
more perfectly; and a little more deeply to study the 
nature of a self-existent Being, if so be they will set them- 
selves up to be teachers and masters in Israel : but if they 
will be content with the degree of learners, they may be> 
taught by every opening of tbe Holy Scriptures, that Christ 
did receive something from God on his ascension, which 
he had not before. And whether this something be much or 
little, it is equally contradictorytotheir notion of his Divinity 
that He as Christ cannot be added to in any respect. They 
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dare to assert, that to say Christ received more knowledge 
upon his ascension into glory, is to deny his omniscience and 
his Divinity [and yet he grew in wisdom] : well then I 
say if he received any additional power, it is to deny his 
omnipotence [and yet he says after his resurrection, << AU- 
power is given to me in heaven and in earth;*' and the 
Apostle says, <* he hath received the promise of the Spirit^'' 
or the promised Holy Ghost] : and if he received any more 
glory, why then he was not the all-sufficient one [and yet 
he prays to be glorified with that glory which he had with 
the Father before the world was] . And, to cut short this re* 
proof of their unscriptural notions, it is written, £ph. j. 
19 — 23, << And what is the exceeding greatness of his 
power to us-ward who believe, according to the working 
of his mighty power, which he wrought in Christ, when 
he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality, 
and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that 
is named, not only in this world, but also in that which 
is to come : and hath put all things under his feet, and 
gave him to be the Head over all things to the church, 
which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.*' 
But if, not choosing to be taught, they will be teachers, 
then let them consider wherein lies the difference between 
a self-existent person, and one not self-existent, but created ; 
.Where, but in this? that the created and dependent being 
hath a law according to which he must act out his being, 
whereas the other is a law unto himself; is the Parent of 
law, the Law-giver ; who is not bound to any limitation or 
extent of being, but hath power to contract himself to 
what form it pleaseth hira to come into, and to hold him- 
self there how long he pleaseth, and for what ends his 
good pleasure moveth him thereto. Such power the self-- 
existing Son of God putteth forth, when he consenteth to 
be made man, and by act divine doth empty and exhaust 
lumself unto the dimension of the embodied soul, which 
the Father appropriated to him ; and in so emptying him- 
self and holding himself in limitation, I see the proof de- 
cisive of a Divine person. But being so emptied* is he not 
emptied ? Is it but a shew and sham of it ? Is his know- 
ledge, his power, his glory, his being, the same as ever ? 
Then where lieth the humiliation ? It is not a reality, but 
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only a fiction. And is he not God still ? Yea, he is God 
still ; but God consenting, or having consented, for God*6 
glory to be ever bounded and limited by man*s conditions. 
And where standeth the Godhead now in its unrestricted 
freedom and unlimited infinitude? It standeth in the person 
of the Father ; ever blessed, ever worshipped : in whose 
worship the Son is worshipped, and the Holy Ghost like- 
wise. And for what employeth the Father his infinite 
power, wisdom, and glory ? To bring all things into sub- 
jection to his Son ; in this humbled form of manhood, to 
make him Head over all unto his church, to gather all 
things unto him, and in him to constitute them for ever 
blessed; and, conscious that their blessedness standeth only 
in him. Such an exaltation the Father gave him when he 
said, << Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine 
enemies thy footstool." The Son having done all to make 
the Father's name glorious by becoming the Christ, the 
Father straightway doth all to make the name of the 
Christ glorious over all creation. This is the mjrstery of 
God, and of the Father, and of Christ. I touch upon it 
often because I love it, and would &in teach my adver- 
saries something for the profit of their souls. 

And now when Christ had attained to the supremacy of 
creation, and obtained that treasury of power whereby all 
creation was to be enriched, with which the Father him- 
self was to go forth, not his own name to glorify, but th^ 
name of Christ, to whom do the supplies of the gift pro^ 
ceed forth ? in what streams do they flow ? Our text de* 
clareth in one particular instance, that when he had re* 
ceived of God that insight into his own future power and 
glory which is contained in this book, he instantly de- 
spatched an angel to make it known by means of John 
unto his members upon the earth. The same delight in 
his church, the same headship over all for his church's 
sake, is set forth not by a particular instance, but by a 
general declaration, in that passage from the Ephesiana 
which I have already quoted, but which I think it good to 
dwell upon a little more in this place, both to edify the 
believer, and to still the adversary. The Apostle exhorting 
the church to unity by various considerations doth lead 
them the way unto it, through the knowledge of all the 
various gifts and offices in the church being appointments 
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and furnishings of Christ out of his resurrection, power, 
nnd glory ; saying, £ph. iv. 7, *< But unto every one of us 
is given grace according to the measure of the gift of 
Christ. Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on 
highjN he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 
(Now, that he ascended, what is it but that he also de- 
scended first into the lower parts of the earth ? He that 
descended is the same also that ascended up far above 
all heavens, that he might fill all things.) • And he gave 
some, apostles ; and some, prophets ; and some, evan- 
gelists ; and some, pastors and teachers ; for the perfecting 
of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ," &c. [for I cannot quote all this 
glorious passage.] — It appeareth from this passage (1) That 
the grace which every one possesseth, he receiveth from 
Christ out of that fulness which he received from the 
Father upon his ascension. It becomes a gift to us, in 
<x)nsequence of its being first a gift from the Father to Him, 
Doth not this prove that he emptied himself of his Divinity 
in order to become man ; which having done for the 
glory of the Father's name, that same Father for whom 
he had become emptied did fill the emptiness of his man- 
fiood, did strengthen its weakness, did glorify its vileness. 
{*^l am a worm, and no man," Psal. xxii.) From the moment 
of his conception he did so; sanctifying and perfecting that 
body which he had taken, and at his resurrection did endow 
him with the power of endowing others, of quickening 
them, of enriching them, and finally bringing them to the 
inheritance of his glory. — (2) That when Christ had re- 
ceived the promised Spirit upon his resurrection from the 
dead, and would communicate it to as many as' the Father 
should give him, he doth it not by a promiscuous, even- 
handed, equal distribution, but by constituting an endowed 
class, through whom the endowment of the many should 
proceed. He constituted Apostles, Evangelists, Pastors, 
and Teachers, by gifts of the Holy Ghost, and gave these 
gifted men to the church, that, through their labours in 
the work of the ministry, his whole body might be edified 
and reared up to perfection. To this same effect it is 
written in the last words of the Gospel by Matthew, 
^at he came and spake unto his eleven disciples, saying, 
^ All power is given to me in heaven and in earth. 
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Go ye therefore^ and teach all nations And lo, I am 

with you alway, even unto the end of the world." 
This was spoken in the understanding that they were to 
wait in Jerusalem till they should receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, Acts i. 4*, 5 : '< Commanded them that they 
should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise 
of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For 
John truly baptized with water ; but ye shall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost, not many days hence.'' And again, 
ver. 8 : " But ye shall receive power aftei* that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you : and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me, both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.'' The power 
which Christ received, " all power in heaven and in earth,'* 
he doth at present put forth in the Holy Spirit, and the 
residue he retaineth in his hand until he shall come in the 
glory of his power. And the power of the Holy Spirit, — be 
it knowledge, be it holiness, be it healing, be it love, be 
it any gift whatever, — he communicates to the church 
through the means of the pastors and ministers of the 
church, (if so be that the offices of Evangelist and Apostle 
have ceased) ; he doth not scatter it promiscuously, but he 
gathereth it into the spring heads of living men, and the 
cisterns of visible ordinances, that he may keep up the 
form and body of government and obedience in the church 
till he come again. 

Seeing, then, that this truth is both evidenced in the 
instance of the Apocalypse, and broadly stated as the 
universal rule, both in the Epistle to the Ephesians and 
other parts of Scripture, we are naturally led to expect 
that the angel to whom Christ committed the ministry 
of this gifl, and who brought it to the vision and ap- 
prehension of the Apostle John, should stand closely re- 
lated, in some way or other, to that church which is his 
fulness, to those men for whom he hath received gifts ; 
and, as he is manifestly a celestial and not a terrestrial 
person, that he is one of the church in heaven, whom Christ 
sent on this high and holy legation. I say this is the 
natural inference from the general doctrine stated in 
Scripture, concerning the end for which he hath received 
the resurrection-glory, and the persons by whom he dis* 
penseth them. It is further evident, in a negative way» 
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from certain things which are testified in various parts of 
Scripture, concerning the invisible beings commonly de- 
signated Angels, of whom it is not any where said that they 
teach any thing to the church ; but in one place it is re- 
vealed that they learn from the church (Eph. iii. 10) ; 
where the Apostle declares, that he received his commission 
and his instructions as an apostle, not only for the sake of 
the church, but for the sake of the principalities and 
powers in the heavenly places, who learn from the church 
the manifold wisdom of God. The order of revelation is not 
from the angels to the apostles, and thence to the church ; 
but from the apostles to the church, and thence to the 
angels. And agreeably hereto it is written (1 Peter i. 1^), 
that the angels desire to look into those things which had 
been openly preached by the apostles unto the church ; 
and such would not be their desire if they knew them 
already most perfectly, and had received them at first hand 
from. Christ to bring them unto the apostles. But that 
which sets my mind at rest, both with respect to the infe- 
riority and posteriority of the angels to the church in this 
particular, is the continual declaration of Scripture, that 
while the angels and principalities are under him, the church 
is his body and his fulness (Eph. i. 22). Now, what is 
meant by the body, if it be not that to which the head 
directly coftnmunicates its purpose, and through the organs 
of which it makes it known? And how would the church 
be his fulness, if others knew more than she doth of his 
mind, from whence she receiveth it by distribution ? And 
how should knowledge pass from the head to the outward 
object, without passing through the body ; and how return 
to the body again, without the consciousness of the head ? 
It is absolutely necessary for the substantiating of that 
relation of unity which the church standeth in to Christ, 
to believe that there is the most entire consciousness be- 
tween the one and the other, without the intervention of a 
third party. Be it now observed, for the completeness of 
this idea, that the church is not two ; one in heaven, and 
another on earth ; one indolent and inactive in heaven, the 
other active and militant on the earth : neither is the 
church cut asunder into two parts, because the one is 
within the veil and the other without it ; but the church is 
essentially one and indivisible, whether on earth or in 
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heaven ; and it is this one body of the elect and saved 
which constitutes Christ's fulness. So far, therefore, 
from expecting that Christ should fulfil his function of 
High Priest and mediatorial King without the disem- 
bodied part of the church, by the embodied part of the 
church alone, I believe that such an idea is utterly sub- 
versive of the glory of the church, and contradictory to 
the tenor of Scripture, and especially of this revelation 
of Jesus Christ, as we shall have ample opportunities 
of shewing at large. At present, it belongs to our 
subject to shew that the angel through whom Christ 
shewed these things to John, is one of the disembodied 
church. When this celestial messenger, this legate a 
latere of our great Priest and King, had executed his com- 
mission, he doth thus describe himself. Rev. xxii. 9 : « I 
am thy fellow- servant, and of thy brethren the prophets, 
and of them which keep the sayings of this book." A 
question might be made with respect to the grammatical 
construction both of the English version, and of the 
original, whether the thing here declared be that he was 
one of the brotherhood of the Prophets, or that he was a 
fellow-servant with John and with them. I incline to re- 
ceive the former interpretation as the just one, and to be- 
lieve the sense of the passage to be, that he was John's 
fellow-servant, of John's brethren the prophets, and of 
the company of the church who observed or kept the 
words of this book ; expressing three things thereby : the 
first, That he might not be worshipped, being himself a 
servant such as John ; the second, That his office while on 
earth had been to prophesy ; and the third. That in the 
state where now he was, he was an observer of the words 
of this book, which, all neglected as it is on earth, hath 
the special observation of the church in heaven. If any 
one should prefer the other interpretation ; though it will 
not bear all this information, it will bear thus much, that 
he was a fellow- servant with the beloved disciple, and with 
bis brethren the prophets, and with those who kept the 
words of this book. And even this, as it appears to me, 
is conclusive as to his being one of the church ; for though 
angels be called ministering spirits (Heb.i. 14), they are not 
called God's servants, (hovKoi ru den) — which expression is 
given to the church (ver. 1) to whom the prophecy was con^ 
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signed by God, — but rainistermg spirits (Xeimpydca ttvcv- 
yLaray spirits of the liturgy, i. c. whose office is connected 
with the service of God^ and how connected is straightway 
told us,) sent forth unto deaconship, for the sake of those 
xhaX are about to inherit salvation. The roeanimg of which 
I take to be this, that angels have not co*equal rank with 
the Son, or with those who are heirs with him of glory^ 
but do stand unto them in the relation of deacons to the 
church, for external ministry and outward accommoda^ 
tion : having, as I shall shew hereafter, certain provinces 
of nature and providence to watch over, which they go- 
vern for the glory of Christ and his church, but not inter* 
meddling in the spiritual dignity of the kingdom of graces 
As providence is to grace, so I believe angels are to the 
church ; as the dispensation of Moses was to the Gospel^ 
so I believe angels are to the church : therefore the Law ia 
said to be given by the ministry of angels, but the Grospel 
by the ministry of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors 
and teachers : therefore also the Law is called the elements 
of this world, and the rudiments of the world, being, as 
it were, an image, made hy means of angels out of those 
worldly rudiment over which they have the controul, 
but not the reality of grace which came by Jesus Christ, 
^od therefore the Apostle, admitting that the ages past 
have been under angels, declares thus concerning the age 
to come, which it is the object of the ApOcidypse to 
revealy Heb. ii. 5 : '< Unto the angels hath he not put in 
subjection the world to come, whereof we speak." Wliale^ 
therefore, I firmly believe that, under the former dispensa^ 
tion, God did make use of angels to convey his mind to 
the prophets, because that Christ was not yet glorified^ I 
Wieve that from this great epoch, they have not betn 
made use of for the administration of the kingdom of 
grace^ but glorified saints only, such as can be called 
with respect to the Apostles, (rvvhaXoiy feIlow-serv«nts ; 
charged with the same apostolic ministry within the veil, 
with which they were charged without. And, accordmgljr) 
we have those who ministered in word and doctrine to the 
chwrcbes, called angels of the churches, Rev. i. 20. 

Buty sUU further to shew that the angel's descriptioft of 
}lmam)t will bear no other interpretation tkan that wAJUk 
we have given abovei let me refer to another 
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(xix. 10), where an angel (one of those who pour out tlie 
vials» xvai. 1) being in like manner solicited to accept 
worship, doth in Uie same terms reilise it : ^' I am thy 
fellow-servant, and of thy brethren that have the testi- 
mony of Jesus." The construction of the original is 
exactly the same here as in the other place. Now, of the 
angels who poured out the vials, whereof this angel was 
one, we have a very particular description in/thexvth 
chapter, where, in the sixth verse, they are represented 
as coming out of the holy place of the temple in heaven, 
in the raiment of priests, with the girdle as it would 
seem of high priests, to signify that they are of the 
church of the first-born ones, or perhaps that they are 
both kings and priests, being of the order of Melchi- 
zedec. But be this as it may, both their dress and the 
place from which they issue forth declare them to be priests; 
and if so, then belong they to the church of redeemed 
men, to whom this dignity appertaineth (Rev. i. 6) ; and 
to whom alone it doth appertain of all the creatures of 
God, as we shall shew, when we come to treat of the 
several ascriptions of praise, andioyal attestations of fealty, 
presented to the Lamb, in the fifth chapter of this book. 
For there it belongeth only to the four beasts, and twenty- 
fisur elders, to take to themselves the honour of royal 
prie8thoo,d, as to them only to speak concerning the book, 
in respect to which the angels and other creatures are 
entirely dumb. Now it can be shewn, I think, beyond a 
question, that these four living creatures, and four-and- 
twenty elders, are the church in heaven. — So much have 
I to say in this Introductory Lecture concerning the angel 
who intervenes between Christ and the apostle John. The 
subject will often come before us in this exposition ; and 
we may, in one word, anticipate the conclusion, which is, 
that every act of Christ towards his church on earth, every 
movement of our King in his mediatorial kingdom, is 
brought to us through means of the church now in glory: 
who have thus the ministry of the most holy place, into 
which the High Priest is entered, and are the cherubim 
there, as we have the ministry of the holy place without 
the veil ; and between these two is constituted the com- 
pleteness of the temple of his body. This is the idea out 
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of which the Papists fabricated, upon the anvil and with 
the tools of hell, their abomination of saints* mediation, 
intercession, and worship ; and with which we Protestants 
are too little familiar, in our abhorrence of that abuse, as, 
indeed, we are too little familiar with every thing which 
concerneth the church. 

4. The fourth and last thing which comes to be con'> 
sidered under this bead of authority, or authorship, is the 
person to whom the angel made it known. This is the last 
link in the chain of communication : first, God ; second^ 
Christ ; third. His angel ; fourth, John. And the ques- 
tion is, who is this John? He thus describeth himself: 
** His servant John, who bare record of the Word of 
God (he witnessed the Logos of God), and the testimony 
(witness) of Jesus Christ, and all things that (whatever 
things) he saw.'' If there be a John who witnessed the 
Logos of God, and the witness of Jesus Christ, and things 
whicli he himself saw, that is the man. And who is this 
but John the apostle, the beloved disciple, whose Gospel 
is wholly taken up with the witness of the Logos, or Word 
of God, and with the witness which Jesus Christ gave 
concerning God, and with the things of which he was an 
eye-witness ? If, in a few words, the character of John's 
Gospel, and of his Epistles, were given fully and truly, 
these were the words by which the Spirit here identifies 
him. The introduction to his Gospel, contained in the first 
fourteen verses of it, is to declare that the Word con- 
cerning whom the Jews and Gentiles both believed, or at 
least speculated, that he was a subsistence in the Godhead^ 
was the person who was generated fleslf, and tabernacled 
amongst men ; and was named Jesus of Nazareth, and 
anointed the Christ of God. And the Gospel thus intro- 
duced with the testimony of the Word, he thus concludeth 
with the testimony of Jesus Christ (xx. 31) : These are 
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that believing ye might have life through 
his name." The same character have his First and Second 
Epistles, of which it may be further said, that they do main- 
tain against various evil spirits which were gone abroad, that 
Jesus is the Word of God, the only Christ, the Son of God ; 
condemning all who refused the same, as Antichrist. 
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Take all these peculiarities of his writings together, and 
it will, I think, appear, that John's distinction among the 
Apostles was to bear record of the Word of God, and of the 
testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw. 
I incline to believe, therefore, that the second verse of the 
Revelation is introduced, on express purpose to give us the 
personal identity of the writer, and to cut off all disputes 
which might arise on such a head. And it is a most im- 
portant object which it serveth ; because there grew up in 
the church, towards the fifth and sixth centuries, a doubt 
whether this book was written by the Apostle John or by 
another : and that doubt has been clothed with much 
shew and subtlety of learning, and exhibited to the Chris- 
tian church in those times in one of those abominable Ma- 
gazines, miscalled Religious, which do more harm to the 
church than any thing else ; and, if not promptly resisted, 
will, I think, subvert the church altogether. There is not 
the shadow of evidence for such a doubt. The universal 
testimony of the first three centuries gives the book to 
John the Apostle. Nevertheless, the pure love of doubting, 
combined with the desire of casting discredit upon the in- 
terpreters of prophecy, has stirred some of those who affect 
great orthodoxy, and still more good sense and dictatorial 
wisdom, to rake up the ashes of the question long forgotten 
and laid at rest ; driven on by Satan, in order to discredit 
this holy book and us the interpreters, and to lull the people 
into such a sleep of indifference as they have fallen into 
themselves, and so make them a more easy prey to the 
evil spirits of the times. To confound, as I conceive, all 
such insidious attempts of the wicked, this second verse 
gives the identity of John, proving him to be the same 
who bare record of the Word of God, and of the testimony 
of Jesus Christ, in the Gospel and the Epistles. And 
while we thus assert for John this prerogative among all 
the Apostles, we do not derogate from the .unity of the 
doctrine which they taught, but only vindicate for him 
that special honour tO' which this beloved disciple was ad- 
vanced of Christ. He leaned on his bosom, and h^ was 
honoured above all the rest to record the most precious 
things which fell from his lips : and being thus faithful 
unto his Lord, lie was preferred from all the church to 
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receive this new communication, and to convey it unto 
the churches. 

I know not well how it hath happened that the above 
simple interpretation, and most important application of this 
second verse, hatli escaped the notice of commentators t 
but to me it is not only manifest that the true intention of 
it is to identify the Apocalyptic seer with the Evangelical 
witness, but likewise that the common interpretation, 
which makes it a simple assertion of his faithfulness, cannot 
stand. It may satisfy the last of the three clauses, *' whatever 
things he saw," and I have no objection that this clause 
be referred to the things in this Apocalypse, but the two 
former clauses cannot thus be satisfied. For though it be 
true that the witness of Jesus is the spirit of (the) pro- 
phecy, yet is not this the proper title of the book, which 
is, in the preceding verse, called " the discovery, or mani- 
festation, of Jesus Christ." And though it be not unusual 
in rhetorical writings to change' the name in successive 
clauses, for the sake of illustration, it is little so in Scrip- 
ture : and, therefore, the expression, ** witness of Jesus 
Christ," cantiot with any propriety designate the contents 
of this book, but must signify either what Jesus Christ, the 
faithful Witness, witnessed of God, or what John himself 
witnessed concerning Jesus Christ. I think that the same 
remark is applicable with still more force to the expression, 
" the Word of God,'* which in this book is applied exclu- 
sively to the Person of Christ (Rev. xix. 13) ; and never to 
the subject-matter, or substance of the book, which are 
often called " the words of this prophecy," but never ** the 
Word of God," although in our common way of speech they 
be thus designated, as also are all the Scriptures. — But, 
lest any one should fail to see the same force as I do 
in these remarks, I may mention, that for the first two 
centuries, it was certainly received in the church, that no 
other was the author of this book but John the Evangelist. 
In the third century it was by some, rashly and without the 
slightest ground, ascribed to Cerinthus, an early heretic, 
who made much abuse of the doctrine of the Millennium 
here inculcated; on which account, some of his ignorant 
and rash opponents fell upon the pitiful and wicked expe- 
dient of ascribing the book to him, thinking thereby the 
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easier to rid themselves of his errors. Of this same rash 
ispirit Luther shewed an example, in rejecting the Epistle of 
James, and not translating the Apocalypse in the first edi- 
tion of his German Bible ; of both of which acts, however, 
he came to repent. But if the common consent of all an- 
tiquity is to overturn the heady rashness of well-meaning 
but inconsiderate men of evil name ; then have we the most 
satisfactory evidence that this book was written by John 
the Apostle, and believed by the church to be most fully 
inspired. Justin Martyr, Irenseus, TertuUian, Clemens 
Alexandrinus, Origen, Jerome, St. Augustine, and a con- 
tinued stream of orthodox authority to our day, from 
the age next to that in which it was written, concur in 
the reception, the admiration, and the observance of this 
book. These things I would not have mentioned, but for 
the base attempt of a critic, in these our days, to bring it 
into discredit under the guise of upholding its credibility, 
by a vain parade of learning, calculated to mislead the mul- 
titude into a greater indifference to that book, which God 
hath by so many weighty promises and solemn adjurations 
pressed upon the attention of all his servants. Methinks 
these are not times, when the church is gasping in the last 
stage of the consumption of her faith, to attempt to take 
away from her that little portion of the necessaries of life 
which is still left. This insidious attack, not upon the 
interpreters, but upon the book, not upon the credibility of 
the interpretations, but upon the credibility of the book, 
hath met a prompt and sufficient reply in Vaughan's Ex- 
pectations of the Church, to which it is not necessary tliat 
I should add any thing. 

But to me, the book doth contain, in that second verse, 
a sufficient testimony to the author, declaring him to be 
the same who witnessed the Word of God, and the witness 
of Jesus Christ. It is not necessary to the completeness 
of this evidence, that the question, whether the Gospel 
or the Apocalypse was written first, should receive a so- 
lution in favour of the Gospel ; or, indeed, should receive 
any solution at all. For it is to be believed> that the 
substance of the Gospel was the subject-matter of the 
Apostle's preaching and teaching amongst the churches of 
Asia, where he is believed to have had his residence before 
•his banishment to Patmos. So, when inditing this book. 
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he referreth to himself as the same who had borne, araotigst 
the Christians, witness to the Word of God, and the tes- 
timony of Jesus Christ. And moreover, it seems to 
me to agree with the custom of the apostolic writings, 
when they make mention of themselves, as in Paul's 
Epistles, Peter 8, Jude's, and James's ; in all which they 
give a designation of their identity, according to some 
distinction and well-known characteristic : and altogether 
it gives the best sense of verse 2, to understand it as 
fixing the identity of John to whom the book was given* 
with that John who delivered and defended the doctrine 
that Jesus of Nazareth was the Word of God, and the 
Lord Christ* 

And with this I conclude the second head of discourse, 
in which I have shewn some very important things con- 
cerning the authorship of this book, and various weighty 
grounds, on account of which it ought to have authority 
over us. It hath its origin from God, and may be ex- 
pected to contain the fulness of his mind, the complete- 
ness of his purpose, the consummation of his end, the 
establishment of his long-delayed and long-marred glory. 
From God it cometh as a gift unto Christ, after he hath 
raised him from the dead, and signified his pleasure that 
in him all fulness should dwell : of high price, therefore, 
we may well believe it ; a gift of no ungenerous or poor 
personage, but of the inexhaustible and bountiful God ; a 
gift to no secondary or inferior personage, but to Him 
whom he hath delighted to honour and exalt to the right 
hand of his throne in the heavens. It concerneth the 
exaltation of His Son, and is conferred with the single 
object of discovering that excellent glory in which he shall 
yet come arrayed, those surpassing wonders beyond crea- 
tion and beyond incarnation, by which he is to gather all 
things up unto Him as the Head, and there to uphold them 
for ever in infallible blessedness. Oh ! what composition 
may we expect to be in it, when God is the author and 
Christ the subject. It is brought to us by the intervention 
of the church in glory, who receive it from Christ, to 
communicate and convey unto the church on earth ; and 
being from our Head, and through our brethren now in bliss, 
what affection it cometh redolent withal, and what love, 
what reverence, what delight, should it bring to us, who 
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are thus honoured with that with which God honoured his 
Christ. How welcome, oh, how welcome should we make 
this book of highest original, far borne from the secret of 
the abysmal will of God, presented to our Lord as worthy 
of his resurrection-honour, and instantly by him shared 
with his body, both that which is within and that which 
is without the veil ! And methinks it should add to these 
glorious qualities one of a very tender and endearing kind, 
that it comes through that disciple whom most our Jesus 
loved, wa^ given to him in his comfortless exile, visited 
his eyes in his lonely prison, and made it the most glad- 
some and most honourable spot in the wide world. Wherein 
perhaps is contained an emblem of that consolation in 
distress, with which this book hath ever irradiated the dark 
and gloomy days of the church ; and with which, if I err not, 
it shall ere long irradiate our night ; proving to us *' as a 
light that shinetli in a dark place, until the day dawn and 
the day-star arise on our hearts.'* These high and holy 
considerations, by which this book hath a claim upon our 
reverence and veneration, will be multiplied manifold, 
when we shall have considered, in tl^e third place, 

III. The substance, or subject-matter, and method of 
the book. Under the first head of discourse, when treat- 
ing of the name of this book, we discovered that the words 
by which its name or title is expressed, are in other 
parts of Scripture translated << the coming, or the appear- 
ing, or the manifestation, or the revelation of Jesus Christ ;'' 
an event which no one can mistake, or by any ingenuity 
turn aside from that appearing again of Christ, which all 
believe in, but so ^ew are waiting for. Adhering to the 
use and word of Scripture, We have no doubt in laying it 
down as certain, that the substance of this book is the 
second coming of Christ : an event in which the primitive 
church took the deepest interest; whose very intensity 
was apt to pass over into painfulness and astonishment 
and consternation. Most wise therefore was it, and most 
considerate, and most worthy of God*s goodness and 
grace, to take measures to inform his church more par- 
ticularly, concerning that blessed event on which they 
hung expectant with a breathless desire. And because 
the Father doeth nothing but by the Son, he first gives 
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it to the Son, and leaves him how he may to commuoicate 
it to his diurch in heaven and on earth. Being comtnu- 
nicated to the church in heaven, he useth their instru- 
mentality to communicate it to the church on earth, 
through the medium of John, whom, however, he uigeth 
and requireth to write it in a book, and send it forth to all 
the Christian churches. To us, indeed, who make as little 
account of Christ's coming again as if it were not to be, 
and better that it should not he, it' must appear a very 
strange thing indeed that a book should be written to ad- 
vertise the dburch concerning the succession and progress 
of events leading on thereto, and terminating therein; but ta 
the primitive church, who were of another mood, it was all 
in all to be informed and enlightened in this matter. But, 
because the enemies and opposers of his second coming 
will be ever alleging that there is little mention thereof 
in the New-Testament Scriptures, I count it good, for 
their confusion, and for the justification of the truth, 
and for the demonstration of this book's importance, to 
take up some apostolic writing, as it were at random, and 
to shew how constantly this theme is introduced, and 
with what circumstances of dignity and importance en- 
treated. Let it be the Epistles to the Thessalonians, 
where I find it (1 Thess. i. 9) put forth upon the same 
level with the worshipping of God, as if these were the 
two great divisions of a Christian's duty : " For they them- 
selves shew of us what manner of entering in we had 
unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve 
the living and true God; and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which 
delivered us from the wrath to come." (i. 9, 10.) Next I 
find it looked forward to by the Apostle himself, at the 
time at which he with his converts were to receive their 
crown : " For what is our hope, or joy^ or crown of re- 
joicing? are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus 
Christ at his coming ? For ye are our glory and joy " (ii. 
19, 20). Next I do find it looked unto and desired as the 
time at which all fallibility shall be abolished, and all 
spot and wrinkle done away with from the members of 
Christ; when all anxiety shall cease, and all stability 
and blessedness be perfected : " And the Lord make 
you to increase and abound in love one toward another. 
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and toward all men, even as we do toward you : to the 
end he may establish your hearts unblameable in holi- 
ness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints" (iii. 12, 13). Next 
I find the hope of it used as the means of comforting the 
church under the loss of her members removed by death : 
<< But I would not have you be ignorant, brethren, con- 
cerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even 
as others which have no hope. For if we believe that 
Jesus cKed, and rose again, even so them also which sleep 
in Jesus, will God bring with him. For this we say unto 
you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive, 
and remain unto the coming of the Lord, shall not prevent 
them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall de- 
scend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God : and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first : then we which are alive, and re- 
main, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air ; and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord. Wherefore, comfort one another with these 
words *' (iv. 13 — 18). And again, v. 23, 1 find it preached as 
the great consummation of holiness, and the perfection of 
devotedness unto.God. On all which accounts, methinks, 
it ought still to be as desirable now as it was then. But, 
lest the gainsayer, whose ears are as cold as death to any 
word or argument about the second coming of the Lord, 
and whose tongue is bold enough to assert any thing, 
should assert that this Epistle is peculiar in that respect, 
I go on to weed out from the next Epistle also those 
weeds which are so obnoxious in their sight, — in mine, 
blessed as the tree of life. Lo ! the whole of the first 
chapter is taken up with it, presenting us with Christ's 
coming to the death and destruction the overthrow and 
overwhelming of all antichristian and ungodly men ; and 
their separation from his presence by sWift and fiery judg- 
ment, at the time that he shall come to be glorified in 
his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe : 
*< Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense 
tribulation to them that trouble you : and to you who are 
troubled, rest with us ; when the Lord Jesus shall be re- 
vealed from heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming 
ire^ taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that 
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obey Jiot the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ : who shall 
be puDJshed with everlasting destruction from the pre* 
sence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power ; when 
he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be ad- 
mired in all them that believe (because our testimony 
among you was believed) in that day " (i. 6 — 10). And 
again, lo, the whole of the second chapter is taken up 
with the same obnoxious subject ; being a regular didactic 
discourse concerning the progress and success of Anti- 
christ until the day of Christ's appearing to consume him 
with the breath of his mouth, and to destroy him with the 
brightness of his coming : << That ye be not soon shaken 
in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, 
nor by letter, as from us, as that the day of Christ is at 
hand. Let no man deceive you by any means : for that 
day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, 
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.*.. 
And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord 
shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall de- 
stroy with the brightness of his coming " (ii. 2, 3, 8). 
After this, I think, our loud railers against, and most 
taciturn expounders of, the doctrine of Christ's second 
coming, should no longer pervert the church with the 
falsehood that this is only a secondary and not a primary 
doctrine of the Christian faith. These passages may also 
shew us how strong a hold the hope had of the minds 
of the first Christians ; and how safe and kind and pro- 
fitable it was that they should be more largely informed 
upon the point, and have a scheme of those signs which 
shall usher it in. To give them this information I be- 
lieve to be the main object of this book ; and not to them 
only, but to all of us who love and desire his appearing. 

While I regard this as the main object of the book, a 
little reflection will convince us that to attain this object 
much method is needed. The coming of Christ was at the 
distance of many ages, and it is the purpose of God 
to keep it in the expectation of every Christian of every 
age. And how is this to be done ? how is attention to be 
kept alive ? how is long delayed hope and desire to be 
kept from fainting? The chief means to this great end, and 
what God would have all to use, is the uncertainty, the 
impenetrable cloud of uncertainty, which is expressly hung 
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over this eva[it,<— tlie only eveiu into the time of which we 
may not curiously pry, nor even presume to say that we 
have discovered it : for it is written, '< of that day, and 
of that hour knoweth no man." The perfect certainty 
of the event, the entire uncertainty when, is God's own 
device for keeping hifi church in a continual state of 
expectation, looking not at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen. But besides this, 
it is accordant with the frailties of man's faith, and 
with God's kind accommodations thereto, that he should 
not suspend it upon one promise of the coming event, 
but add thereto signs of its coming, in a series of re- 
velations which as they occur might fill the church's 
heart with more and more assurance, and produce an 
ever-accumulating mass of evidence, even unto the end. 
It was so with the first promise, ^^ The Seed of the woman 
shall bruise the head of the serpent," which opened more 
and more into its accomplisbraent : and why it should not 
be so with the promise of his coming again, which be- 
came a new form of the promise when he had come once, 
I cannot see any reason to suppose, but all tlie contrary. 
That he should come again is as much the palladium 
of the church, and her morning-star of hope since his re- 
surrection, as that he should come at all was from the 
beginning of the world. It is most natural, reasonable, 
and accordant with God's purpose, that tliis our hope 
should be opened under the conditions o( time, place, and 
circumstance, as was that of theirs. And if so, where 
should these conditions be found, but in the book which is 
expresdy given lor that end ? If any wise man will reflect 
upon it, he will discover that without such a setting and 
enchasingin the conditions of time, and place, and succes- 
sion, any object of distant hope will always drop away into 
an ineffectual and idle saying, like those local prophecies 
which you find in all parts of the country, — those guesses 
at prognostication wliich are handed down by tradition. 
God, to deliver the great objects of hope, his special truths 
of prophecy, from such an uncertain faith, doth make all 
things work tog;ether to their accomplishment ; and in his 
inspirations doth set out, with such a distinctness as is proper 
to hope, the great events which draw on the great conclu- 
sion. I say voith such distmctneu as is proper to hope i 
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because we are not to look for that degree of minute in- 
formation as to a future thing, that we have as to a thing 
past ; otherwise all liberty of action would be taken away. 
The operation and the advantage of the hope would be lost^ 
if perfect distinctness were given to the object hoped for. 
A.n object of my hope acts upon me, and influences me 
the one way or the other, just because it is not certain, so 
far as I am concerned, until I take measures to make it 
so. The liberty of my action is an element in the ac- 
complishment of every object of hope ; which liberty would 
be taken away if the object of hope were fixed, as to its 
manner of accomplishment, with that iron certainty with 
which the manner of events past is fixed. In order, 
therefore, to bring this hope of the Lord's coming again 
to be operative upon the church during the ages which 
were to intervene, a succession of great events, all ending in 
the consummation, is given. This succession is always 
sevenfold ; seven seals, seven trumpets, and seven vials; and 
the consummation always is the coming of Christ, to which 
the precedent events are but the signs for keeping the 
faith of the church. The seventh always brings Christ, 
the former six prepare the way of his coming. This is 
true both of the seals and of the trumpets, which are a 
nearly parallel succession of events. And the seventh 
of each contain the period of the coming of the Lord. 
And that this events might be the more distinct, that 
period is again subdivided into seven parts, which are the 
seven vials, whereof the last brings the Lord in the de- 
struction of Babylon, and the others lead on to it. But, 
it is not for the purpose of entering into details that we 
introduce this subject here ; and therefore let this suffice. 

From this short sketch of the substance and method of the 
Revelation it must be manifest, that though the coming of 
Christ to destroy his enemies, and to give the kingdom to 
his saints, be the proper object of the book, yet doth it 
contain, in a way subsidiary and subordinate thereto, all the 
events whatever which Christ hath been doing upon the 
earth, or God doing by his means, from the time of his 
ascension until now, and which he is to do from this time 
till the time of his coming again. This book, therefcnre^ 
in respect to its subject-matter or substance, may be said 
to consist of these two parts ; the signs ushering in 
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Christ's Second Advent, and the Advent itself. Of these 
two portions the latter is by far the more important, and 
to it the former is subsidiary. But it would be a great 
mistake to conceive of it as being, therefore, secondary ; 
for those signs do consist of a series of events from the 
time of Constantine until this day, demonstrative of 
Christ's Headship of the church, and supremacy over the 
state; and setting forth the various attempts of Satan 
against this Melchizedec-priesthood, and God*s successive 
judgments for the same, within the bounds of the fourth 
kingdom of Daniel, which is the Roman empire, where 
the church hath had her chief battles to light unto this 
day. To Christendom, therefore, doth that historical suc- 
cession of events, leading on to the judgment of Antichrist, 
and the coming of Christ, serve the very same ends of con- 
solation and support, whibh the Jews derive from the his- 
torical prophecies of the Old Testament, whereof they are 
the rightful heirs, as we Christians are the rightful heirs of 
the prophecies of the Apocalypse. But in like manner, 
as by reason of the typical and ante typical relation be- 
tween Jews and Christians, the Old Testament is as pro- 
fitable to us as to them ; to them literally and carnally, 
to us spiritually and typically; even so hath the Apocalypse 
an indirect relation to them also, being written in the lan- 
guage of the events described or foretold in the Old Tes- 
tament. This is a very nice matter, and requires no little 
elucidation, which I shall endeavour to give it ; thereby 
exhibiting another view of the subject-matter of the Apo- 
calypse, and shewing its intimate relation to, and depend- 
ence upon, and exposition of, all the prophets whatsoever. 
The Jew and the Christian can be as little separated as 
the body and spirit of a living man ; and, like these two 
constituents of a living man, neither can they be confused 
or mixed up with one and another, but must be treated 
of as distinct, though co-essential to life. And as the 
sense, and the faculty acting by the sense (which is the 
understanding as distinguished from the reason), do give 
the only language through which spiritual truths or ideas 
of reason can attempt to express themselves ; even so the 
events of providence and ordinances of religion whereof 
the Jewish people were the subjects, and which are re- 
corded in their religion, their history, their law, their 
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polity, their psalms, do present us Christians with the only 
language which is at all adequate for the expression of 
those spiritual truths which are our peculiar and proper 
treasure. The language of the New Testament is no 
more than the appropriation of Jewish words to spiritual 
ideas ; for example, redemption, baptism, sacrifice, atone-^ 
ment, propitiation, eating of flesli and blood, imputatwDy 
substitution, prophet, priest, &c. &c. But far beyond 
the power oi particular examples is the &ct that the 
psalmody of every Christian church chiefly eousistcth of 
the Jewish Psalms, almost all of which have the most ia- 
timate reference to the history of that people. It ought 
not therefore to astonish us to find the subJimest book of 
the New Testament written entirely, or almost entirely, jo 
the language of the Jewish history, either the past or the 
prophetical. Such a book is the Apocalypae, as we shall 
fully justify in the sequel of these lectures. There is not 
an ordinance of any prominence in the Jewish system 
which hath not here its exposition in spiritual and invisiUa 
truths. The tabernacle, the altar, die candlestick, the 
cherubim, the court of Uie Gentiles^ &c. :«the high priest» 
the king, the redeemer, the sacrifice, the redemption of 
land, the redemption of the wife, are all most prominent 
objects in the typography of the Apocalypse, being as it 
were the types with which it is imprinted. Again^ the 
events of their history ; their coming out of Egypt, their 
wilderness-wanderings, their deliverance from Pharaoh the 
dragon in the waters, their imprisonment in the strong* 
hold of Babylon, and their deliverance thence by the Lord 
and his sanctified ones, &c. &c. ; these events are not only 
used in the Apocalypse, but tlie various passages, historical 
and prophetical, of the Old Testament which luive reference 
to them are, as it were, diligently ransacked for striking and 
charactenstic words and expressions, which are wrought into 
one beautiful Mosaic, arranged according to the interpreta* 
tion of the Holy Spirit of truth. And not only so, but the 
most conspicuous and famous of the prophecies of the Old 
Testament which point to things future, in the history of the 
Jews ;-.*«s, for example, their being sealed against the jndg* 
ments which fall in consuming destruction upon the Gen^ 
tHes ; their being brought up from the valley of dry bones, 
and raised as it were from the dead ; their looking upon 
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Jesus whom they have pierced, and mourning with a godly 
sorrow and penitence ; their being assailed in their own 
land by Gog and Magog ; their becoming the nation of 
kings and priests upon the earth ; their inliabiting their 
New Jerusalem of holiness, with the waters flowing forth 
from it to heal the nations ;-— all these, and avast deal more 
of the like glorious prospects of that people, are liberally 
used in the Apocalypse to express the parallel conditions 
of the spiritual seed of Israel, the regenerated sons of God, 
who have their mystical Babylon to be delivered out of, 
their mystical dragon to escape from, their first resurrection 
to wait for, their reign with Christ upon the earth, and 
their city of the New Jerusalem which cometh down from 
heaven. And what is of higher importance still, the officev 
of our Lord and Saviour, his present High Priesthood 
within the veil, his present royal dignity at the right hand 
of his Father's throne, his right as the Redeemer of his 
bride and of her inheritance, his future action as the roan 
of war, his future enthronization upon the earth, and all 
other his functions, during his absence and during his pre- 
sence, arc here set down in the terms of the Jewish polity, 
which was for this as its chief end constructed of God. 
So that upon the whole, without going into further particu- 
lars, we may say that the Apocalypse is the key of the Old 
Testament; the revelation of things which, though revealed^ 
were hidden, until this book should be given to open them, 
and which therefore is commanded not to be sealed. And be- 
sides this, there are all the predictionsof the New Testament, 
concerning Chrises coming and the signs of it, the harvest 
and the vintage, the mystery of iniquity and antichrist, 
the bruising of Satan under our feet, the acts of Michael 
and his angels, and many more hints of things which re- 
ceive their full development in this book. Then to all 
this must be added a regular succession of events within 
the bounds of Christendom down to the present time, 
which give veracity to the prophecy, and prevent its being 
rejected as a visionary set of conjectures, or treated as a 
grand mystical poem for the embodying of sublime ideas. 
When I consider the subject-matter of this book as I 
have sketched it above, so various, yet with such unity 
written ; scattered over so wide a field of revelation and of 
providence, yet condensed within the space of a few pages ; 
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I almost start back from the undertidcing of expounding 
it : but when I consider its preciousness, and the blessing 
pronounced upon those who peruse it, I am encouraged. 

Its transcendent value consists in this, that it sets out 
Christ — that it sets out our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ — it takes the veil from oiF the invisible to man, and 
draws us up into heaven ; and shews us how the Son of 
Man hath been rewarded by the Father, and what work 
and what offices under the Father, and for the Father, the 
Xramb slain is able to discharge. And not only doth it 
shew us the history of Christ's amazing person, ali-gloriou» 
in heaven, but also what offices he is discharging for the 
Father throughout all creation, especially in the church, 
and in the apostacy, and in the world, until his coming 
again : and not only so, but likewise his coming from 
the presence and in the power of the Father, attended 
with alt his church and all his saints and all his angels; 
and finally, when he doth come, what condition he finds 
the earth in, and how he establishes it for ever. In one 
word, it is to disclose to us what Christ is, what he is 
doing, what he hath done, all that he is to do ; from the 
time he ascended up on high, until the time that he comes 
to plant his glorious throne in visible majesty, and exer* 
cisG his kingly power over the thrones, not of this world 
alone, but of all the redeemed universe. And as in a 
great sphere, which a man cannot glance over at once, this 
side must be turned to him, and another side and another, 
before he can take the whole into his limited vision ; so 
the many-sided and most various office of Christ is re- 
vealed to us in this book, by several successive acts and 
effects of the manifesting angel. And this is the reason 
why it is divided into several divisions.-^Now I must shew 
you what are the sides of Christ's glorious person, so to 
speak, and what are the offices of his vast function, that 
are set out to us in succession. They are chiefly, the seven 
epistles to the churches ; the seven seals ; the seven trum- 
pets ; the overcoming of the Beast, or Antichrist, in his 
three several forms ; and the establishment of his church 
and kingdom on the earth for ever. 

1 . The first vision, or manifestation of Christ, which is 
contained in the first three chapters, revealeth him as the 
Head pf all the churches, and the universal Bishop ove^ 
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the minisiers of the churches [the number seven being, 
as we shall shew more fully hereafter, intaaded to denote 
completeness in subdivision, unity in distinctness] • This 
vision opens to us Christ as the only Bishop, who alone has 
the seven stars, or all the ministers, in his right hand ; all 
on a level, all equally dear to him, no one over another, 
not upheld but by Christ s right hand* The only Bishop 
over Christ's church who hath superintendence over the 
ministry, is here shewn to us ; the only Overseer of the 
overseers of the churdi. And not only has he the seven 
stars in his hand, but he stands and walks in the midst of 
the seven golden candlesticks ; that is, all the churches ; 
seven particular individual churches being chosen in order 
to give place and circumstance to the prophecy : for all 
prophecy must rest on a basis of fact ; otherwise it is a 
mystery, and not a reality,— *a promise, but not a prediction. 
It is an invariable principle that every revelation must 
exhibit itself by means of facts : and there must be both 
time and events to substantiate every prophecy; with* 
out which it may be truth spiritual, but cannot be 
truth realized ; it may be truth universal, but cannot be 
truth individual and particular. It is not truth fit for 
man s soul, acting through a body, until it is brought into 
the condition of space and time. Space, therefore, and 
time being essential to every prophecy, these seven 
churches of Asia are taken, in order to shew Christ's uni* 
versal care over the church in all times. If, for example, 
you wished to shew forth the excellent wisdom and vigi- 
lance of some governor or king, you might dioose seven 
cities out of his realm, in very different circumstances 
and conditions ; one commercial, another agricultural, 
another manufacturing, another a seat of learning, &c. &c 
and by shewing his wise proclamations unto, and discri- 
minating care over, each one, you would display the 
manifoldness and completeness of his care much better 
ihan could be done by a single instance, or an ab- 
stract discourse: so, in order to shew out the super- 
intending watchfulness of Christ over his church, seven 
are chosen diversely conditioned, unto whose several 
cases his ability and his willingness to minister, doth 
shew forth the same more completely to the whole church 
and t9 all the members thereof, and likewise his 
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episcopal charge to all the ministers, and the Spirits 
encouragement to all the people. The end of the vision 
therefore is, to exhibit Christ as the Bishop of your souls ; 
the Pastor of the soul of every believer ; Christ as the 
Head of the church ; Christ the only Bishop over the mi* 
nistry ; Christ the universal Bishop ; for the testimony of 
which, this very church, the Church of Scotland, has suf- 
fered more than perhaps all the churches of Christendom 
put together. In the various church-yards and solitudes 
throughout Scotland, where the martyrs sleep, there is 
not one stone upon which it is not engraven, that he who 
rests beneath died for Christ's headship and royal office 
in his house. Our church hath also borne witness against 
the Prelacy of the Church of England, which putteth 
one minister of Christ over another ; and we maintain, 
that the ministers are of equal order and dignity, lying 
side by side in the right hand of our common Bishop. We 
have borne testimony likewise against the supremacy of 
the man of sin, ever standing for the parity of all the 
ministers of the Gospel. In which, her faithful and true 
testimony, the Church of Scotland is borne out more 
completely by this vision, than by all other books which 
have been written. For Christ, in addressing the mem- 
bers of the churches, proceedeth upon the principle that 
they are equally honoured of him, and equally dear to 
him ; and with equal respect doth he give them instruc- 
tion with regard to their ministerial charges. — Such is the 
substance and intention of the first vision, to claim for 
Christ the sole dignity of universal Bishop and Head of the 
church ; and, if possible, to prevent all priests and all kings 
firom usurping that divine name and dignity; which ac- 
cordingly did acquire such sacredness, that for seven cen- 
turies it was never adopted by any creature : and when 
the patriarch of Constantinople, in the pride and ambition 
of the devil, did dare to arrogate it to himself, he was 
held a blasphemer and Antichrist by all the wise and 
faithful in the church; and by no one more denounced than 
by Pope Gregory the Great, who lived himself to assume 
the divine dignity, and had power to transmit it to his 
successors in the See of Rome, who now, without a blush, 
take both the honour and the power of it, and are won- 
usly indulged in the claim of spiritual supremacy by 
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Protestants even, who deny their cleuKn to temporal su^ 
premacy. Therrfore I have opened my mouth againgt 
that man of sin, and will not shut it till I die. But the 
men with whom I am surrounded have no such burning 
hatred and consuming zeal against that pretender, and 
usurper, and executor of my Lord's high office. They do not 
hate the beast in these times ; because they know him noC ; 
or bear with what he has assumed, and upon whom. Hie 
band, like Amalek's, is upon the throne of God, he has ae^ 
sunned the dignity of universal bisbo|>, and headship of the 
church of Christ, which belongeth only to the Son of Man* 
For which I will call him a usurper, and fight against hira 
while I live, not with carnal but with spiritual weapons* 
But to return — This first vision, in respect to time, cod* 
stitutes the time present, the now of the Apocalypse : 
not that it is confined to the events ^hich came to posB 
during the Apostle's life-time, for we shall see in the sequel 
that it extends over the first three centuries, uaiil the time 
of Constanttne ; but that it is confined to the period when 
the church was exhibited under trial and tribulation, fight* 
ing and overcoming : whereas, from the time of that em* 
peror, it began to be exhibited as in power, and stal:e» 
and authority ; — then, with the powers of the world set ia 
array against it ; aflerwards, with tlie powers of the world 
set in array for it. Not but that the church is always in 
subjection and militancy ; but that, till the time of Con* 
^tantine, . it did not embrace the kingly and magisterial 
powers of the earth in that service and war&re against its 
enemies. There is an essential difference between Chrbt 
acting In his church by the means of his persecuted saints^ 
and Christ acting in the same church by the means c^ 
fostering and nursing princes : in the one, he secretly un* 
derminedPaganism,^^ the other, he forcibly overthrew it^ 
In the one, he spread the truth as a Prophet and a Priest; 
in the other, he began to act forcibly as a King: in the one, 
he presents himself as gathering souls through great tri« 
bulation unto God ; in the other, he presents himself as 
banishing and expelling from the thrones and dominions 
of the earth, those idolatrous and apostate kings who 
filled them, to the dishonour of God, and the service of 
8atan. 
2m Accordingly, when we come to the second vision, which 
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lAtroduceth things that are to be hereafler, and which is 
contained in the iv th, v th, vi th, and vii th chapters, we 
have a door opened in heaven, and a grand council of 
the spirits above assembled ; the secret, spiritual counsel 
of the world is revealed : and what does that council consist 
of? The Father, King of heaven, shewn out under flesh of 
Christ glorified, with a book in his hand, and his throne 
encircled with a rainbow. And what are his subordinate 
and viceregal powers ? Twenty-four elders, and the four 
living creatures, whom we discern by their song to be no 
other than the church of the redeemed, represented first as 
kings, and then as priests. I say these elders and living 
creatures are the church in glory ; for they say, <'Thou hast 
washed us from our sins in thy blood, and hast redeemed 
us unto God, out of every kingdom, and nation, and people, 
and tongue." And who can so speak of themselves but 
redeemed men ? who, therefore we must conclude, are 
God's dignitaries, the enthroned ones of heaven, seated 
round according to the number of the twenty-four chief 
officers of Israel, who waited upon the kingdom of David 
and Solomon ; and the four holy priestly supporters of the 
throne, according to the number and figure of the ensigns 
which the four squadrons of Israel bore around the camp 
in its marches through the wilderness. There is the 
church advanced, in the right of redeemed men, to the 
height of the highest ascendency of the uppermost seats 
in heaven. I say that the language of the twenty-four 
elders and four living creatures in which they speak of 
themselves, doth bespeak them to be the supporters and 
the encirclers of the throne of God, dwelling in the throne, 
and reigning round about the throne, all seated in royal 
dignity in the heavens, though they be no other than re- 
deemed men. — I have much discourse to shew forth to ydu 
the dignity of the church in glory, and the part they take 
in the a£Fair8 of the church on earth : but this is not the 
place for such details. Then the angels, in undistinguished 
multitudes, compass the thrones around; but without 
thrones, or crowns, or any song of redemption, or any 
assurance of reigning on the earth. Like dutiful subjects, 
they render unto the Lamb "power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing," accord- 
ing to those several spheres of creation and providence 
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which they occupy and intend. And finally, every sub- 
ject creature, every thing which God created and made, 
whether in heaven, or on the earth, or under the earth, and 
such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, express 
their gladness and their mirth on this grand and solemn 
occasion, saying, '* Blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb for ever/' Such is the wonderfully sublime scenery 
with which the second portion- of this book, which cod- 
cemeth the future, is introduced. The vision of the throne 
and the Lamb, contained in these two chapters, standeth to 
the latter part of the beok in the same relation in which the 
vision of the Son of Man and the candlesticks in the first 
chapter standeth to the former part of the book ; the one 
being the introduction to the things that are, the other 
being the introduction to the things that are to be here- 
after. They are emblematical features, to which reference 
is continually made from those two parts of the book, at 
the head of which they severally stand. And as the one 
manifestly concerneth the church only, . the seven stars 
which are the ministers of the churches, and the seven 
golden candlesticks which are the churches, revealing 
Christ in his office as Head of all the churches ; so doth 
the other as evidently refer to the whole creation, visible 
and invisible, rational and irrational, of God ; seeing the 
creatures do all take such a deep interest in the transaction, 
and express such lively joy on beholding the Lamb put into 
possession of that mysterious book, which, somehow or 
other, reacheth its powerful e£Fect from the centre to the 
extremest bound of creation. Now as to what the exact 
significancy of that mysterious transaction may be, this is 
not the place particularly to inquire ; but the simple con- 
teniplation of the august assemblage, as it is arranged in 
its order before the eye of the seer, suggesteth some ideas 
which every one without inquiry must at once assent to. 
Suppose there was a grand assemblage, as in the days of 
old, of the strength and glory of the kingdom, upon some 
of the ancient moats (as the moat of Urr), artificially cut 
for the high occasion, and that you, being present, did 
behold one throne, magnificent above all, in the centre, and 
a majestic person seated thereon ; and encircling it around 
you saw twenty-four inferior thrones, whereon sat most 
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venerable persons, clotbed with robes of office afkd crowned 
with crowns of dignity, which erer and anon they acknow- 
ledged to be derived from the great majesty of the central 
throne, and on him dependent. Suppose, moreover, that 
closer to him still, and in his very bosom and upbear* 
tng his person, as Aaron and Hurr upbore the bands of 
Moses^ you saw four others of mysterious appearance, 
through whom the voice of the throne came forth, its 
tbunderings also, and its lightnings, and all its express 
sions whatsoever : and, finally, that, engirdling the sacred 
throDe around, and as it were guarding them from 
ofence, and waiting to execute their high commands, you 
beheld an innumerable host of equal and undistinguished 
people; what would you say concerning such a sight, 
and how would you interpret it? You wouM say, this 
ffliblime throne in the centre holdeth the king of kings, and 
Ihese are his inferior kings. With respect, however, to these 
four living ones in hts throne, no similitude on earth 
eoold explain it ; but we sliall find ample explanation of it 
in holy Scripture, proving that they represent tlie cihufch 
in its priestly character, upbearing the throne of the 
E^rnal, as the fbur-and-twenty crowned elders represent 
the same church fulfilling the kingly office onto the Eternal, 
who is the Father represented under the symbols of Christ : 
and the innumerable angels standing around are the sut^ 
ject people, the ministers of the kingdom, as it is siaid, 
'< the angels are all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister 
to them that shall be heirs of salvtrtion/' So much doth 
the dumb shew and inactive scenery of the vision declare 
mito every contemplative mind — ^namely; that God in hie 
kingdom over all is served by subordinate thrones, they 
that sit on which declare themselves to be redeemed 
men (v. 9), and hath in the bosom, and for the strength 
and very consistency of his throne, others who likewise 
dechire themselves to be redeemed men ; while the angels, 
and the other works of creation besides men, dp stand 
^t a wider distance from the throne, and occupy the place 
of the indiscriminate multitude. This, I say, is declared by 
the simple beholding of the economy and order of the 
heavenly council. And when from this we turn ourselves 
to consider the action which is done, several things sug- 
gest themselves at once to every thoughtful mind. The 
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book in the right hand of the Great King is the one 
prize and guerdon which God challengeth all creatiooy 
visible and invisible, to come and take ; but they dare not 
even look upon it, so utterly foiled are they by the 
challenge ; till one, a Lamb that had been slain, but 
living still, who is sieen every where up and down ifk the 
midst of the throne, and in the midst of the four living 
ones, and in the midst of the four-and-twenty elder|i» 
being the living principle and vivifying heart of them all» 
doth take individual place and enter into action imme- 
diately after the proclamation of this challenge, and tbe 
astonished terror of all created beings and things on |be 
hearing of the same : but he, the Lamb, moving forward, 
takes the book and doth with it according to his will. 
This demonstrates. First, that he is Head Person of hea- 
ven, above them all in strength and power, able to take up 
the challenge at the bare mention of which the hosts above 
fainted with weakness : Secondly, that this book, what- 
ever it is, doth invest him • with a supremacy over the 
redeemed church, the unfallen angels, and all creation 
whatsoever; which do concur in one grand demonstra- 
tion of fealty and homage, celebrating him and worship- 
ping him, with what strains they celebrate and worship 
God himself who sitteth on the throne. These things, 
and much more, come directly and openly out from tbe 
scene and act placed under our eye in these introductory 
chapters. Then in the sixth and seventh chapters we have 
the effects which come upon the earth from his opening the 
several seals of the book, into which we cannot now enter 
particularly; but this is apparent upon the face of the nar- 
rative, that it ends in the expulsion of all the kings and 
mighty men and chief captains of the earth, from their 
delegated seats and places of authority under Christ, 
being terrified to death under the sixth seal, and full of 
awful apprehension of the seventh, they are utterly made 
away with (Rev. xix. 18, which, though in a different 
place, referreth to the same event as is referred to in 
vi. 15—17), in order to make room for Christ and his 
saints raised in the first resurrection, who possess for ever 
the thrones of the earth (xx. 4); being the fulfilment of 
that' whereof their soul&in glory were assured, so soon as 
ever he received the book (ver. 10) : << And we shall 
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reign on the earth." The action of opetiing the 8eal$ 
we can say, therefore, hath for its object the dispossessing 
of the present rulers of the earth, and the bringing in of 
the redeemed saints to rule and to possess it* It is, there* 
fore, the revelation of Christ, invested by His Father with 
the inheritance, and by successive demonstrations of his 
right, chasing out the usurpers, until, the devil himself 
being ejected, Christ, with his saints, do take the kii;^- 
dom and the dominion under the whole heaven, to hold 
it for ever. Concerning the sealed nation, which is pre« 
served in the direful destruction of nations, we discour^ 
not at present, but shall shew, that while the severe parts 
of the vision hath respect to the the ten Papal kingdoms 
of Christendom, this gracious part hath respect to the 
Protestant kingdom of Great Britain, which is held up by 
this sealing for an example to all kingdoms to continue 
faithful, and so to escape the overwhelming deluge of th^ 
wrath of God and the Lamb. For how long, and to whii( 
extent, we shall afterwards discourse : but we observe at 
present, that, without an instance presented to all nation^ 
of God*s grace and preservation in the judgment,^ the righ- 
teousness of God in not confounding the innocent with 
the guilty would not have been shewn forth ; but it woul4 
have seemed one indiscriminate iact of destruction, freezing 
hope, and fixing action in the obduracy of fate. The 
latter part of the viith chapter, doth bring us back t^ 
the vision of the heavenly throne, no longer planted in the 
heavens, but abiding amongst men (ver. 15). And before it 
there is the great multitude of the nations, gathered out of 
the tribulations of Papal persecution, which answereth to 
the church in the wilderness, and keeping the feast of ta- 
bernacles with joy and gladness, in commemoration of that 
glorious land into the possession of which they have been 
brought, after their long and wearisome wanderings. So 
that doubt remaineth not that the viith chapter brings 
us down to the end of the Papal persecutions, as the iiid 
chapter brings us down to the end of the Pagan 
persecutions; and that the viiith chapter, which, as 
well as all from the iv th, concerns the things that are to bir, 
must go back again to the time of Constantine, and reveal 
Christ acting in some other aapect, unto some othcnr 
end, yet subordinate to that of bis being the great jbeir 
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of the earth, which is doubtless the one grand object 
of the second part of the book, concerniug future 
things. 

The great use of this vision is, therefore, to teach the 
kings and magistrates of the earth, under whom they ex- 
ercise authority, and for whom. And how find we them ? 
giving ear to the revelation contained in this vision? 
Would it were so. But, alas ! this nation, which stood 
out for Christ, the Prince of the kings of the earth, 
against the pope, who usurpeth that Divine prerogative, 
hath at length succumbed. And what now is the lan- 
guage of the nations ? We are independent of the Prince 
of the kings of the earth ; and bring every thing to pass, 
or not to pass, as we please, according to our might, 
widdom, and policy. And even churchmen, certainly all 
sectarians and schismatics, do uphold that kings derive 
their power from the people, and for the people hold it ; 
and further, with most open throat they do proclaim and 
promulgate forth that religion hath nothing to do with 
politics, and politics nothing to do widi religion, and that 
a&y question', because it is political, ceases therefore to be 
religious. Ignorant panders to arbitrary irresponsible go- 
vernment, or to popular anarchy, study this vision of Hie 
Apocalypse, and be wise. Ah me ! what an awful thing 
it is, that they should put in contrast the political and 
the religious, and by this mo^ arrant blunder or knavery 
should have succeeded in advancing servants of the pope, 
wlio hath his authority from the devil, to equal power and 
trust with servants of the true Protestant church, which 
hath her authority from Christ the Son of the Most High 
God ; all proving, even to our consternation, the immense 
ignorance, the direct error, and the fatal measures which 
^e church hath fallen into on the subject of this great 
vision, which revealeth Christ as the Prince of the kings 
of the earth. And I hesitate not to confess, that one 
of the principal objects which drew me to this city a^t 
the present time, was to shew out the principles of this 
great subject, to prodaim in the ear of the drowsy 
church, and rebellious nation, the rights and titles of my 
Lord Jesus Christ as King of kings and Lord of lords, 
who hath purchased the earth and the worid by his perfect 
righteousness and ^otkss sacrifice upon the cross ; and 
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who, though now for a season hid with his Father, shall come 
forth again to honour those whom he finds honouring him, 
and all who are giving his honour to another to destroy. 

3. The next vision, being the third in order from the be- 
ginning of the book, and the second under the head of future 
things, opens in ch. viii. with the exhibition of Christ em- 
ployed in fulfilling the High;Priest*s office on the day of 
atonement; and ofiering unto God the prayers of his per^ 
secutedand oppressed saints, of which prayers the substance 
is briefly set forth, vi. 10; to be judgmentupon their ad- 
versaries, the oppressors and destroyers of the earth ; and 
deliverance of the righteous into the possession. of that 
inheritance of the earth which they have from the begin- 
ning had the promise of (Fsal. xxxvii; Matt, v., 5; Rom. 
iv. 13) and received the full assurance of, when the Lamb 
slain got possession of the seven-sealed book. Rev. v. 10. 
We are thereby led to think that this vision of trumpiets is to 
reveal Christ as our High Priest in heaven, while the vision 
of candlesticks revealed him as our High Priest on earth;; 
because on the day of atonement the, high priest r of the 
Jews went into the most holy place, the type cof heaven, 
fieb. ix. 24: [that it is the action of the day of atone- 
ment we know by the golden censer which might be used 
on no other occasion]. In this thought, suggested by his 
action of ofiering out of his hand in the golden censer the 
prayers of saints, we are confirmed by looking.at the con- 
summation of the vision or the state of things attained by 
the seventh trumpet, which as it is declared xi. 15«-J9« 
consisteth in these tilings : 1st, Christ's reign entered 
upon, and celebrated by his church the joint-heim of bis 
kingdom, ver. 15 — 17. 2dly, The judging, righting, ;and 
rewarding of his servants the prophets, the saints, ^and 
them that fear his name, together with all the dead, great 
and small, who had died in the Lord. 3dly, The .destruo 
.tion of the nations who had so long destroyed the earth in 
the day of Christ^s anger and wrath, PsaL ii. ; ex* -^thly. 
The opening of the temple in heaven, to .the shewing of 
the inmost recesses of the holy of holies, which I under- 
stand to be the manifestation of the heavenly things, the 
revealing of the inheritance, the coming down, of the new 
Jerusalem. Being confirmed by the consideration of this 
which the vision consummates, I go back to the beginning 
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and find that, besides the action of offering the prayers ef 
saints, there is another action (ver. 5) tfC taking fire of the 
akar and casting it into the earth whence arose voices, 
thunderings, %htnings, and an earthquake; whereupon 
seven angels go forth one after the other, and bring on 
seven wofiil inflictions of the wrath of Christ until his 
enemies and the enemies of his church are utterly con^ 
samed from the earth. Now taking the interpretation pf 
this symbol from £zek. x, 2, where the casting of the fire 
upon the city of Jerusalem^oth signify the destruction of 
its glory and its sanctity in the days of Nebuchadnezzar ; 
and from Hos. viii. 1, where, as in all the Scriptures^ the 
blast of the trumpet is the harbinger of woe ; we come to 
this conclusion upon the who]e, that the vision of trum* 
pets is to reveal Christ in his character of efiectual Inter* 
cessor for his saints, receiving power firom Grod to avenge 
their death upon his enemies and theirs, and to bring them 
through great tribulations into the inheritance of the earth. 
If I err not, the whole vision of trumpets is but a com- 
mentary upon that text twice written in the prophet Isaiah 
concerning the day of atonement, which was also the day 
of redemption, when all bondsmen went free, and all in^^ 
beritanoes returned to their proper possessors (Isa. xxxiv. 
8 ; Ixiii. 4). *< For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, 
and the ye»r of my redeemed is come:" both of which 
chapters do reveal that desolation of the Gentile church 
(the cruel Edom or Esau) which shall make way for the 
return of the Jews : while our vision of the seven trumpets 
reveds the larger but parallel mystery of the destruction of 
all apostate Christendom, and the casting out of the devil 
its master, and the opening of the prison-house of death 
where' the bodies of the saints lie in loathsome bondage, 
and the redemption of the inheritance of the earth and 
their installation in the government and possession thereof 
as the royal priesthood who minister from the opened 
temple, the celestial city of the new Jerusalem, holiness 
and blessedness to the earth and all the inhabitants 
thereof; 

I' consider therefore, that while the first vision sets forth 
Christ as Head of the church, and the second which ex- 
tetids over all the rest of the book, but specially includea 
the WikfV^, vitl^ and viith chapters, doth «et Him forth 
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as the Inheritor of the earth ; this third vision, in subordi*- 
jaation to the second, doth set him forth as doing seven 
actions of vengeance upon the oppressors of his church 
and their inheritance, ending in their final expulsion 
frpm the face of day, or rather in their being put under 
his feet, and the feet of his saints. It is Christ the Inter* 
cesser, presenting the cndurancesof his people and receiving 
power from his long-suffering Father to bring one act of 
retribution after another upon the wicked, until at length 
he comes in person, under th^ seventh trumpet, to judge 
the quick, and to govern the survivors in righteousness 
during the Millennium ; ^fter which having judged also 
the dead, and cast the wicked into hell, he doth give up 
the mediatorial kingdom of the earth with all the sons of 
glory perfected and completed : in reward of which he, 
with bis. made kings and priests, doth receive from the 
Father the whole encircling universe, sun, moon, and every 
star, to govern and to possess in everlasting righteousness 
and blessedness. 

And what serveth such a revelation to the church? 
Much every way. It sheweth Christ in his character of 
Judge, in which the Father hath constituted him, John v., 
but which we are too apt to sink in his character of Sa- 
viour, Jt shews him Head of the evil a$ well as of the 
good, over Satan and the wicked dominant as well as over 
the church and the righteous, bringer of all judgments 
which come, as well as of all bounties; in one word, 
Head over all unto his church /-—pouring out judgment, 
^nd for what reason ? To avenge the truth. This is thq 
end of the vision,' to keep in the minds of men that Christ 
is to judge the world, that he who. ruleth over all doth re* 
strain the wickedness as well as patronize the good of all ; 
even the same who is to stop in its high flood the wicked- 
pess pf the wicked by the judghient of the quicl? at his 
coining, and to establish the pains and misery of the second 
death, whiph is the undoing and preventing of all iniquity ; 
and all ipiquitous thiqgs. ; All this coming judgment ^d 
woe upon the world is here set down in successive ^cts, 
to the end that the church may properly understand and 
believe that horrible pit from which she is herself delivered ; 
und tbat she may be ever stirred up tp preach grace and 
m^py, ^qd Ovation, from the wratb vhicU is r^r^i^g 
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itself xuore and more until the consummation, wheki tlie 
despised Saviour shall come as the righteous Judge who 
is to condemn the world, and to make good unto his saints 
that which they have committed to his trust. These are 
the objects of this the third part of the book, which hath 
also its realization in time and place, to shew that Christ 
is executing on a small progressive scale that wrath which 
he is at length to execute on the largest scale oi God's 
righteous judgment: so that the church rightly reading 
and apprehending these things, might be preserved from 
that falsest idea of a God all merciful, of a Saviour all 
grace, and that the Gospel might be no encourager of 
licentiousness or of indifference, but a trumpet-alarm unto 
the world, in the midst of whose terrors there should be 
ever heard the still small voice of peace and salvation* 
Salvation is salvation from something. What is that some* 
thing? *<The day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God." But will God not relent ? This vision 
verifying itself in every successive trumpet, proves that 
he will accomplish it all* I would that preachers and 
people\ knew and felt that there is a power and holiness 
and righteousness in every word of God. For oft we 
preach, and they hear as if tliere was no judgment ; as if 
he had laid aside the thunderbolts of his power ; which 
these seven successive strokes of judgments, almost all 
already arrived unto the earth, and being just about to 
close, are intended to make manifest. 

Before proceeding to the fourth vision we may observe 
that this third vision is contained in ch. viii., ix., and x., 
to verse 8, with which a new series of prophesyings is in* 
troduced. The seventh trumpet is however brought in out 
of its place, at ch. xi. 14, for reasons which we cannot 
enter upon here, but shall fully explain in their proper 
place. And yet these concluding verses of ch. xL do not 
contain the particulars of the seventh trumpet^ but only 
the consummation of good which is brought about by the. 
action thereof: and herein they serve the same purpose 
which the concluding verses of ch. vii. did to the action of 
seals ; each setting ^rth in their proper language the end 
and consummation of Christ's work and office, as it is seve* 
rally represented by the symbols of these visions. But. 
for the particulars of the seventh seal and seventh trumpet 
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which are parallel with one another, as indeed are the other 
seals and trumpets, they are in both cases suppressed at the 
place where they should properly have been given, niatnely, 
▼ii. 1 ; x< 4 : being reserved until all the intermediate 
doings having been developed, as they are in ch. x», xi., xii., 
xiii., xiv., and the whole causes for such a fearful act of 
wrath fairly set out ; the act of the seventh seal, and of 
the seventh trumpet, and the treading of the wine-press 
(xiv. 20), which are one act — the act of anger, the great 
day of wraths— might then be fully and distinctly laid out in 
ch. XV. and xvi., and illustrated in ch. xvii., xviii.,and xix. : 
so that it may be truly said that the seventh seal and 
seventh trumpet, and the treading of the wine-press, do 
occupy five complete chapters of the Apocalypse, which 
stand immediately antecedent to the first resurrection, the 
reign of Christ, and the millennial blessedness, and the 
New-Jerusalem state of the world. This only is necessary 
to be remarked further, before leaving the vision of truttk^ 
pets, that the facts or accomplishments of the several pre- 
dictions are done upon the eastern half of the Roman 
empire, of which Constantinople is the head ; whereas the 
seals have their proper locality in the western Roman 
Empire, of which Rome is the head. This division of the 
fourth or Roman Empire into two parts began from the 
time of Constantine, who gave the ground of it in the 
building of Constantinople, and in the subdivision of his 
empire into three parts : whence in this vision we have 
always a third part, and no more, affiected by the several 
judgments. The sufficient grounds for believing that the 
scene of these two visions is different, while the action of 
them is contemporaneous froni Constantine's time down 
to the coming of Christ, together with the ends served by 
this two-foldness, will more fully appear in the sequel of 
these lectures: but we mention it at present that the 
method and the substance of the book may be brought 
thus early under one point of view. 

4. Now the fourth vision, which occupies the remainder 
of ch. X. fifom ver. 8, and the whole of ch. xi., except th6 
verses containing the seventh seal, which are introduced 
therefor the sake of synchronism(that is, to mark the time 
of the slaying of the witnesses as being the same with the 
time of the seventh trumpet and the sevei^th veal), and the 
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whole of chapters xii.^xiii., and xiv. ; — this important vision 
doth chiefly concern the church, which is set forth, first, 
by a woman, and then by a select company of one hundred 
and forty-four thousand standing upon Mount Zion. And 
her circumstances are laid out by the church- symbols of 
the wilderness, the beast like a lamb, the harvest and the 
vintage, being introduced with a command to measure the 
temple and them that worship therein. Now the great ques- 
tion always is, What doth it reveal concerning Jesus Christ ? 
This will, as in the former cases, be best understood by ob- 
servipg the manner of his appearance, which is given x. 1 : 
He descends from heaven ** clothed with a cloud '* as he 
ascended, and is to come again (Acts i.) ; '< and a rainbow 
upon his head,*' which was given to Noah as the sign of 
the covenant which God made with men for the safe 
possession of the earth, and the preservation of all flesh 
thereon. Gen. ix. 9— ^l?. This rainbow-assurance of 
the earth's perpetual safety from the destruction of water, 
is seen surrounding the throne of the glory of God in hea- 
ven, both by Ezekiel i. 28, and by John iv. 3, to signify 
that God remembereth his covenant with man for the earth ; 
and the seven-sealed book, which imparteth the title to 
the inheritance he hath in his right hand. This book, the 
Lamb (Representative and Saviour of all flesh) having re- 
ceived and opened^ he becomes proprietor of the earth; 
the true Noah, the Redeemer of the inheritance, whose 
work of presenting spotless flesh upon thecross, and rising 
again immortal, being foreseen, obtained for Adam, and 
Noah, and Abraham, and every other man, those terms of 
favour which God was pleased from time to time to give* 
Christ, the Purchaser and the Possessor and the Bestower 
of all redemption, being come, the sign of the covenant 
becometh his by right; and from around the throne the 
rainbow passeth to encircls his person, and shew that 
he is the invested one, who shall yet inherit and possess aU 
things. I think that the open book in his hand doth like^ 
wise point him out to be the Redeemer of the inheritance; 
who (Jer.xxxi. 10 — 13), according to the custom, was pos» 
sessed both of a sealed waA an open book. The sealed book 
be receives in the presence of the elders (ver. 9), in virtue of 
being .the Redeemer ; and now he presents himself with an 
open little book. Whether this be the sealed book bow 
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opened, or whether it be the other form of the evidence of 
the purchased redemption, is not at present to be inquired 
into ; nor doth it affect the great result, that Christ appears 
at the head of thisfourth vision in his character of Redeemer 
of the inheritance, clothed with all the rights thereof; and 
bent oa the very purpose of taking possession of it. For 
he sets his one foot upon the earth, and his other (bot upon 
the sea, and proclaims the age of time concluded, and the 
eternal age begun. Now, as we have already observed, 
though these visions of Christ's glory be set forth by a sue* 
cession of acts, commencing from Constantine*s time, thid 
is only to keep attention alive and carry it forward to the 
great ultimate act, which attendeth upon Christ's coming 
or revelation ; in the symbols of which he is always ar-^ 
rayed at the head of every vision ;^>at the head of the first j 
as the Lamb receiving in the presence, and with the ador- 
ation of all creatures, the title-^eeds of universal creation j 
and exalted into the fellowship of the Father's throne ; at 
the head of the second, as the High Priest on the day of 
atonement, which is the redemption of the church out of her 
thraldom by the destruction of her enemies in the day of 
hiss^pearing. And now at the head of this the third of the 
visions of future things, he is represented as coming in 
power and great majesty to take possession of the oarth 
which he hath purchased and delivered. Accordingly, at 
the close of that vision (xiv. 14) we find that he comes 
seated on the cloud, to gather in the harvest of his people, 
and with his feet to tread the wine-press of the wrath of 
Almighty God. We say, therefore, in general, that the 
object of this fourth vision is to present us with Christ, as 
the Head of the church and thie rightfiil Proprietor of the 
inheritance, coming to chase oat of the «arth every 
Antichristian pretender to the supremacy, and to bring 
himself and his church into the glorious and everlasting 
possession thereof. Accordingly, the great enemy of God 
and man (Rev. xii. 9) appears in three Antichristian ibrms ; 
that of ch. xii* and di. xiii. and -ch. xvii., being, as we shall 
shew, the Roman empire in its Pagan, its Papal, and it^ 
Infidel conditions, of which w« have already seen two com^ 
plete,.and the mitiation of the third under Napoleon, but 
wait for its completion in another mightier and more ter- 
rible than be, just about to arrive. Satan, embodied in th^ 
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first of these three forms of Rome and its ten dependent 
kingdoKQS, doth set himself gainst the church represented 
as a womany whose seed or man-child-* Christ not personal 
but Christ mystical, at least so many of the church as suf- 
fered under Paganism-* doth overcome him, and work a 
straitening of his condition, and a confinement of it to the 
earth. He then takes to himself the artifices and subtle- 
ties of superstition, and in the form of a lamb doth coun* 
terfeit the true church, and guide the beast into the utter- 
ance of all blasphemies and the commission of all cruelties 
whatsoever. Meanwhile Christ, by means of his church set 
forth during this Papal period of one thousand two hundred 
and sixty years, by the symbol of the Jews in the temple, 
contradistinguished from the Gentiles in the outer court and 
city (xi. 1), and also by the one hundred and forty-four 
thousand on Mount Zion (xiv. 1), who are the same as the 
sealed tribes (vii.), being, as we shall shew, a Protestant 
church and nation which had been redeemed from the 
Papal earth (xiv. 4) ; no other, indeed, than this British na^ 
tion ; by means, I say, of the British church-nation which 
hath been in a state of Protestantism during all the period 
of the Papacy, and not from the time of Luther merely. 
Christ doth maintain his cause in an embodied form, fitted 
to withstand and counteract the embodied error in the 
other Papal kingdoms acting under Rome. And for thiis 
service our nation hath had the singular grace of being 
sealed fi*om all the chastisements of inBdelity inflicted on 
Papal Europe for nearly thirty years. When the in* 
fidel form of Antichrist shall appear again in the glory 
of its strength and make war with the Lamb (xvii. 14); 
by whom the standard of the truth shall be upborne, it 
is not now the place to say expressly, because, being 
a future thing, it needeth much care to present it in its 
due form ; but 1 may just hint, that 1 believe this honour 
is reserved for the kings from the East, for whose march 
I believe the way to be even now preparing, by the 
drying up of the waters of Euphrates, or the wasting away 
of the resources of the Turk, who for six or seven cen* 
turies hath held Israd's inheritance in his thraldom, and 
spread himself like an impassable river between the Teik 
Tribes and their inheritance. However this may be, it is 
enough for this sketch to have said, that, during these 
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three weary attacks of Antichrist, the church, in the 
strength of her Captain, hath maintained the post, and 
will maintain it, tilt He shall come, who wiM come and 
will not tarry. 

There is another view of the contents of this little book, 
which I think myself justified in thus early submitting as 
confirmatory of the above, and well combining with it, and 
necessary indeed to its complete explication, and derived 
from a source altogether difierent, and therefore the more 
strengthening to the conclusion. Tliis little book, out of 
which all the prophecies concerning the beast and the 
woman, or Antichrist and the church, cometh, is thus de» 
scribed, x. 9 : " Take it, and eat it up ; and it shall 
make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet 
as honey.^' And it is again repeated, ver. 10: <<And I 
took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up ; 
and it was in my mouth sweet as honey : and as soon as I 
had eaten it, my belly was bitter." The particularity of this, 
without any use whatever of or reference to it afterwards, 
made me to suspect that an important link of connection was 
in it, like that so often contained in several other seemingly 
extraneous things in the Apocalypse ; and being at the 
head of the book, and characteristic of it, it seemed to me 
that it would have an importance proportionate to its place. 
Moved by this suspicion, whereof no one can estimate the 
force who is not well versed in the structure of the Apoca- 
lypse, I found that the same character belonged to Ezekiel'a 
prophecy, and to it alone, at the head of which these words 
are written (ii. 9, 10; iii. 1, 2): "And when I looked, behold, 
an hand was sent unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book was 
therein : and he spread it before me ; and it was written 
within and without : and there was written therein lamen- 
tations, and mourning, and woe." " Moreover he said unto 
me, Son of man, eat that thou findest ; eat this roll, and 
go speak unto the house of Israel. So I opened my mouth, 
and he caused me to eat that roll." And the effect which 
it produced upon him in his belly, or inward parts, is thus 
described (iii. 14) : " So the Spirit lifted me up, and took 
me away,and I went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; 
but the hand of the Lord was strong upon me." This very 
remarkable coincidence led me to reflect a little more 
deeply upon the points of coincidence, between Ezekiel's 
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prophecy and this of John ; and I perceived that as this 
is expressly to the church and of the church, so Ezekiel 
is commisstoned to the Jewish church, and to that only 
(iii. 4 — 6). Furthermore, I perceived this to be in one 
word the substance of Ezekiers prophecy: The Schechinah 
or glory of the bhurch (ch. i.), the argument for removing 
it away from the children of Israel (iii~x.), the removal of 
it (x.), the desolate condition of the church in his state of 
privation and destitution (xi — xxxiv.), the preparation for 
its return (xxxiv — xliii.) and its final return and perpetual 
abode amongst them (xliii — end) : Ezekiel may be cha- 
racterized as the prophet of the departure, the absence, 
and the return of the visible manifest glory of God to 
the Jewish church and nation. That the Schechinah, 
or glorious Presence which led the children of Israel out 
of Egypt, and settled with them in the most Holy Place 
of the tabernacle and temple, should be removed, was 
an event of such fearful import as must have entirely 
overwhelmed the church; but for the previous prediction 
of it by a prophet, to whom, this office being fulfilled, 
God gave to predict also the re-edifying of his temple, and 
the return of his glory thereto, never to depart from it any 
more. Returning with this information, which I believe to 
contain the true and characteristic honour of Ezekiel as 
a prophet, I find that the little book of the Apocalypse, 
sweet and bitter, hath exactly the same intention by the 
Christian church : which it first presenteth (xii. 1) in the 
glory of those resiirrection^raiments with which Christ in- 
vested her in the days of Apostles, and which wore not out 
till after, by her body of martyrs, she had overthrown Pa- 
ganism from the supremacy. Soon thereafter the glory de<- 
parted : and the next vision represents that same woman 
who had fled into the dreary wilderness, to escape the rage 
of the beast, and had abidden there for 1260 years, coming 
right lovingly up thence as his paramour and his prostitute. 
This is the condition of the church with her glory departed ; 
under which, with the exception of the sealed nation, she 
has continued over all the ten kingdoms which are the 
bounds of this prophecy, during the twelve hundred and 
sixty years of the Papacy. This inglorious and adulterous 
church being removed byconsuming judgments (for she,being 
the free wife^ cannot be treated by chastisement merely for 
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her adultery, like the bobd>wife of the Jewish church, but 
inust>be put to death), the true glorious bride of the Lamb, 
which is the New Jerusalem ; with the glory 6f God, de- 
scendeth from above and abideth for ever. So that the 
little book as contradistinguished from the seven seals and 
seven trumpets, doth contain nothing else than the Chris->> 
tian form of EzekieFs prophecy, the glory in which the 
church is habited at first, its departure, and therewith the 
departure of her honour ; its return and eternal abode upon 
her in the New Jerusalem for ever and ever. ' 

Now it seemeth to me that these two ideas being com- 
bined together ; first the controversy of Christ in his church 
with Satan in the apostasy, for the possession of the inherit- 
ance which he hath purchased and claimed for her, — and 
secondly, the lamentable picture of the degradation and 
abandonment into which she was to fall, and utterly to 
perish, in order to make way for the election according to 
grace gathered into glory ;-^these two views, taken together, 
do, I think, contain the object and intention of the little 
open book, which is contained substantially in chaps, xir* 
xiii. xiv., and hath its last act of Babylon's destruction 
opened and explained in chaps, xvii. xviii^ xix. • Chap. xi. 
is an introduction to, and summary of, its contents, yet most 
full of all manner of references, both to the other parts of this 
book, and to the other books of Scripture ; answering to the 
dove- tailing which bind the timbers of a house, or the hooks 
and clasps which joined the coverings and veils of the tabeir^- 
nacle. It presents the Church under.the figure of the Holy 
City with its temple; all of which, except the temple itself, is 
for 1260 years trodden down of the Gentiles. Thisisthrough- 
out all Scripture the period of the little horn of the beast 
(Dan. vli.), that is, the Papacy. Against this profanation of 
the Gentiles of Christendom, two witnesses testify, clothed 
in sackcloth, which are the two olive-trees and xsandlesticks 
of Zechariah. Now Zechariah the prophet is chiefly tkken 
up with the fate of Jerusalem and its temple, almost from 
the beginning to the ending of his prophecy. As the Schei>- 
chinah of glory is the key to Ezekiel, so the building and 
condition of Jerusalem is the key to Zechariah; This is shewn 
in the introduction to the book {chap. i. ver. 19 ; chap, ii/jf' 
answering to Rev. xi. 1 ; in Zech. iii. iv. we have the two 
witnesses) Joshua the priest and Zerubbabel, prophesying 
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hi the midst of the city trodden down by Babylon^, and 
occupied with the re-edification of the temple ; answering 
to Rev. xi. 3 — 6, Then at the conclusion of Zechariah, 
(chaps, xii. xiii. xiv.) we have Jerusalem reduced to greats 
extremities, at the last ; and out of the article of death,* 
yea, out of death itself (xiv. I, 2), she ariseth to great and 
eternal glory (xiv. 8 — end) ; answenng, as I conceive (in 
what way I say not), to that earthquake shock, and destruc- 
tive beast out of the bottomless pit (Rev. xi. 13), af^er 
which great glory arriveth to the witnesses of God, and 
the full and free inheritance of the whole earth 18 by 
the seventh trumpet proclaimed. Now besides bringing 
us into conference with the prophet Zechariah, this chap- 
ter doth connect the church-history of the little book, 
with the trumpet-history, and, through this, with the seals^ 
While also it doth give us the first notice of the infidei 
power, arising from the bottomless pit, to slay the witnesses 
which the Gentiles of Christendom had only clothed in 
sackcloth, but not in any way hurt or makned. With 
respect to the xiith and xiiith chapters, tliey carry- us 
directly to the vii th chapter of Daniel, which is again by 
its times connected with the xth, xith, and xitth, and by it9 
symbols with the viiith^ and by intrinsic evidence with the 
iid; so that we may say, these two chapters of the Apo-^ 
calypse do bring us into conference with almost' the whole 
of Daniel. But chap. xiv. which is a regular saccession of 
the Jewish feasts and seasons, the first-fruits, the harvest, 
and the vintage, doth bring us into conference with the 
whole Mosaic ordinances, especially with the great feasts 
thereof. And thus it is that this church history is written 
in the emblems, and full of the prophets of the former 
church. 1 have dwelt the more upon this point, in order to 
shew how much interwoven with the other Scriptures is this 
precious book of the Apocalypse, and what light it reflects 
upon them ; and how necessary to the interpretation of 
it is the knowledge of God*s most holy word, whereof it 
is as the key-stone clenching with its fine adaptation and 
great strength the whole fabric of the Divine testimony. 
That stone in the arch which serveth this end' of stability 
and confirmation, is called the key 'St one ; that book in 
the scheme of God's word which serveth the same end^ 
is called the Apocalypte^ or the i^Y-book« 
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Thus, then, these streams of historical events starting 
from the same origin in time, the era of Constantine at the 
beginning of the fourth century (the time preceding con- 
taining the things that are, and the time following the 
things that are to be (i. 20), — this the prospect, that the 
being and constitution of the church), namely, the seven 
seals reali2^d in the Western, the seven trumpets realized 
in the Eastern Roman Empire, and the little open book 
realized partly in both, and because the Elastern church 
came early to its end, chiefly in the West, — these three co- 
eval and collateral streams of events, coming down through 
nearly 1500 years, do reunite in the last great catastrophe 
of the seventh seal, seventh trumpet, and seven vials, 
which bring destruction direful and complete upon the 
infidel government and apostate church, the beast and 
false prophet of Christendom. This event of consummate 
destruction is contained in the xvth and xvith chapters 
as to the order of it, and further opened as to the particu- 
lars of Babylon's destruction in ch. xvii. and xviii. ; and as 
to the particulars of the beast's destruction in ch. xix. from 
ver. 11. But the intervening verses at the beginning of 
ch. xix. do shew us how, when the adulterous mother of 
harlots is removed with the besom of destruction, the true 
church and pure bride of Christ prepares herself to come 
down from heaven and take possession ; but first her Lord 
must come forth as the Man of War, according to the order 
of that Epithalamium or marriage song the xlvth Psalm, 
according to the order also of that song of triumphal 
entry into the everlasting habitation of the New Jerusa- 
lem and its holy temple, the xxivth Psalm. And the rest 
of the book contained in ch. xx. xxi. xxii. are the mar- 
riage consummated, the New Jerusalem possessed. But 
this last vision casts so much light upon the whole 
purpose of God, being its glorious consummation, that 
we deem it right to include it under a fifth head of the 
subject matter of the book. 

5. The fifth great division of the subject-matter o^ this 
book is the consummation to which all the rest doth tend. 
The title, " Revelation of Jesus Christ;*' the exordium, 
<< Behold he cometh with clouds," &c. ; the first vision 
whereof every promise made by the Spirit to the churches 
looketh to a state of things upon the earth at or afteie 
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his coming, and in his kingdom ; the seven- sealed book> 
which is the title-deeds of the inheritance of the earth • 
the seven trumpets, which is Christ's consuming wrath 
upon the usurpers of it ; the little hook, which is the 
controversy with Antichrist for the possession of it ; — all 
these have no meaning, but in the anticipation and fore*- 
view of this fif\h act of revelation, which is contained in 
the last three chapters of the book, and is looked forward 
to and held out in every promise whatsoever which the 
book contains, and I may say which Scripture contains 
from the beginning to the ending of it. And what then 
IS this niost excellent of all the revelations of God ? It is 
the exhibition of the redeemed earth under the govern- 
ment and administration of the Redeemer, and the Re* 
deemer*s bride the New Jerusalem, which is his churchy 
tb6 election according to grace, the martyrs, the witnesses, 
the saints great and small, who have not forsaken the law 
of their God, but overcomes the enemies of God and of 
the Lamb. Blessed consummation of this weary and 
M>iTOwful world I I give it welcome, I hail its approach : 
I wait its coming tnore than they that watch for the morn-^ 
ing. Over the Wrecks of a world I weep ; over broken 
hearts of parents, over suffering infancy, over the uncon- 
scious clay of sweet innocents, over the untimely births 
who have never seen the light ; or have just looked upon 
it, and shut their eyes for a season, until the glorious 
light of the resurrection-morn. Oh, my Lord, come away. 
Hasten with thy congregated ones. My soul desireth to 
see the King in his beauty, and the beautiful ones whom 
he shall bring along with him ; when I shall see these 
sweet babes, snatched from a parent's weeping eyes, and 
a parent's sorrowful, yet joyful heart. ** Sorrow not as 
others which have no hope, for those which sleep in Jesus 
will God bring with him." 

Now, this consummation of all our hopes, and con- 
clusion of all our trials, in which I so greatly rejoice, is 
set forth, as it seems to me, under two aspects ; the one 
looking unto the governed, the other unto the governors ; 
the one describing the condition of the earth and the 
nations upon it, the other describing the condition of the 
New Jerusalem and the raised saints which are therein ; 
the one revealing Christ as King of men in flesh -and 
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blood, sitting on David's throne, and from thence ruling 
all thrones and dominions of men, — the other revealing 
Christ as Head and Husband of the church in the New 
Jerusalem, dwelling with his bride, Immanuel, God with 
us. Which division to exhibit still more distinctly, it 
is necessary to bear in mind, that though the earth and 
the nations be brought into that blessedness, every where 
prophesied of in Scripture as attendant on the coming of 
the Lord, still it is not the eternal condition of its blessed- 
ness, but an intermediate stage thereto, wherein Christ 
and his raised saints, the church, are exhibited triumphant 
over their enemies, — kings and priests over a subjugated 
world, which they bless with infinite blessings, in reward 
of those infinite sufferings which they endured upon it in 
the days of their flesh, by the glorious triumphs of grace. 
Yec still is the earth under the law of growth and decay, 
and the animals under the law of death, and man likewise, 
but such a death as Christ hath power over, and not the 
devil ; a death for judgment of wickedness, for preserva- 
tion of righteousness ; in one word, death the executioner 
of the Holy King, the servant, not the monarch, of things 
created. While this is the state of the redeemed earth, 
blooming in beauty, rife with happiness, and all redolent 
with the holy incense of joy, such is not the state of the 
habitation of the redeemed, the city of the great King, 
the New Jerusalem, which cometh down from above, inta 
which nothing entereth that defileth or maketh a lie, where 
there is no death, where God's tabernacle is with men, where 
is the light inaccessible and full of glory. This is the anti- 
type of Eden, in the midst of an uncultivated yet sinless 
world ; the antitype of the Holy of Holies, separated by. 
an impassable veil from the holy place of the tabernacle 
of the Most High, which is the land of Judea, and from 
the court of the Gentiles, which is the rest of the world 
no longer profaned. Here, where there is neither mar- 
rying nor giving in marriage, whither flesh and blood can- 
not enter, we have God and the Lamb, and the four 
beasts and four-and-twenty elders (which are the church 
of the first-born) ; — in one word, we have the vision of the 
fourth chapter made visible or present on the earth, the 
reality of the heavenly court and government clothed upon 
with the glorious flesh of the first resurrection ; all apgels- 
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attendant upon this eternal and unchangeable residence of 
the God-man and his church, and all creatures having 
their blessedness suspended from the same. And to the 
intent that not only the beings intelligent may be blessed 
with the knowledge and sight of that blessed condition 
to which their faithfulness shall at length come, but also 
that they may have a kindred hope for the inanimate and 
orgaivic creation upon whose goodly fruits their life is 
sustained, this city of the blessed is presented in those 
clarified and most glorious forms of unchangeable matter, 
wherein there shall be no decay or death, nor sinful stain, 
nor ray of darkness, nor harbour of evil, nor occasion of 
temptation, nor accident, nor fallibility, but God's attri- 
butes shall stand ever glorified therein, and man's service 
ever done thereby; creation redeemed, creation united 
unto Christ, and in him beautified, and in him bJessed, 
and with God's own countenance h'ghted up, without stain 
or wrinkle or any such thing. Of this the unity of crea- 
tion blessed, the New Jerusalem which cometh down 
from heaven at the coming of Christ, is the form and 
subsistence, in itself the subsistence, and to all other 
parts of creation the form of their hope, the reality of 
that spiritual and immortal blessedness, whereto they 
may through faithfulness attain. That same office which 
the risen body of Christ doth now serve unto the church, 
being the ground of their hope of a resurrection, will the 
New Jerusalem serve to the world after the coming of 
Christ, being the ground of their hope of spiritual glory; 
the only difference being, that the body of our hope is not 
now visible, because this is a dispensation of faith, whereas 
the body of theirs will be visible, because it is a dispensation 
of sight. And as we now receive a first-fruits of life and 
nourishment in the sacraments of baptism and the Lord's 
supper, granted to our faith upon Christ's risen body, so 
shall they receive out of that New Jesusalem, that bless- 
edness of every kind which they enjoy, granted unto 
their faith, and hope, and desire of that fuJness of spi- 
ritual blessedness, in which the church that reigneth 
therein is instated under Christ, and in union with Clirist 
her Head. 

I may not enter into these things in detail, but have 
thought so much necessary for the understanding of that 
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double picture of blessedness which is contained in the 
last three chapters of the book : the fbrmer in chaps, xx. 
and xxi. down to verse 9 ; the latter from thence down to 
Verse 6 of chap. xxii. ; and the remaining verses do contain 
the solemn sanctions and injunctions with which Christ 
fendeth forth this book, blessed and defended, at once its 
treasure of precious blessings and its armoury of defen- 
sive weapons, of both which this generation is alike un- 
mindful. — Now the first of these delineations hath a 
history ; but the last hath none, nor can have, because 
it is unchangeable. The earth, on which mortal men do 
dwell,' and mutable creatures exist, is capable of change, 
and therefore of a history, the history of its events, 
until it be brought into the condition of the New Jeru- 
salem, which is unchangeable. And this we have recorded 
in the language of time or change ; but the New Jeru- 
salem, in the language of eternity and unchangeableness. 
The events of the history are these : — The two forms of 
Antichrist, the beast and the false prophet, being taken 
iMye and cast into the lake of fire, and the kings of the 
earth confederate under their banners, being slain; the 
devil, prime mover of the earth*s wickedness and misery, 
h restrained in chains within the bottomless pit, and 
straightway the first resurrection ensueth, and Christ 
with his risen saints takes the reins of the government of 
the earth. The earth, thus delivered from the headship 
of Satan and wicked men, rejoiceth in great blessedness^ 
under the headship of Christ and righteous men raised from 
the dead. And being thus constituted under Christ and his 
saints, men have the power of going themselves to him B3 
a head of sustentation ; for the work of redemption is then 
complete. All are redeemed, earth and every creature 
and the souls and bodies of men upon the earth are 
redeemed, from the power of all captivity : but still there 
is a work of faith, which is to acknowledge Christ as the 
Author of this redemption, and to join themselves to him 
after what way Adam might and ought to have done ; and 
the angels that fell not did. And they shall in general 
do so, and so doing shall exhibit that blessedness which 
God bestoweth upon creatures who are frail and mutable, 
through their dependence upon Christ. There shall be 
exceptions (Isa. Ixv) ; and the^e exceptions shall, I con- 
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ceive, go down to the pit quick, shall be judged with 
instantaneous judgment, to the end it may be truly a 
kingdom of righteousness. And thus shall things stand 
constituted for the period of the thousand years ; — whe- 
ther literal years we say not, nor doth it at all concern 
us, but certainly a limited time, however short or long, 
and certainly not shorter than a thousand literal years. 
At the end of which finite time, the wickedness of men 
haply increasing, and the grace of God being accomplished, 
Satan shall be loosed, and men in this better condition shall 
be tried ; and it shall appear that except the Jewish people 
who are under a covenant of their own (Ezek. xvi.), all 
the nations, envious haply of that distinction, and dis- 
obedient to their supremacy, shall give way, and come 
up in. proud revolt to try their might against the people 
of God's covenant, and against his holy city, which hath 
its seat within these bounds. This last confederacy of 
evil is written in the language of EzekieFs vision of Gog 
and Magog (chaps, xxxviii. and xxxix.), and will find its 
best illustrations from that confederacy of the nations 
against Israel settled in their own land, before the Millen- 
nium commenccth. Then it is that God shall interfere and 
shew his mighty power in Christ, who shall consume theiii 
with fire out of heaven. This fire of destruction to the 
wicked shall be also the fire of purgation to the earth, 
accomplishing the completeness of that purification of the 
heaven and the earth, and total destruction of the ele- 
ments of change and trouble which is mentioned in the 
third chapter of 2 Peter, and every other part of Scrip- 
ture, and of which the fires of the beginning of the Mil- 
lennium are only a partial and limited foreshewing. Out 
of the bosom of this grand act of conflagration and pu- 
rification, shall the bodies of the dead arise, from the 
earth into the mid-heaven, and receive their sentence of 
final settlement, some being doomed unto the lake out- 
side of creation, others to the several dignities and go- 
vernments in creation under Christ and the church and 
the New Jerusalem, and the infallible earth which shall 
for ever hold the metropolitan dignity of the works of 
creation. That lake of fire, hell, the second death, great 
grave of being, dread monument of sin and wickedness, 
is, I think, spoken of in Scripture as without, << the outer 
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darkness, where there is weeping and wailing and gnash- 
ing of teeth :* " Without are dogs," &c. But creation itself 
is represented as all redeemed: ** All things in heaven and 
earth are recapitulated unto Christ.'* (Eph. i.) This is the 
history of the death of death, the undoing of the undoer, 
the destruction of the destroyers, the perdition of a rebel- 
lious will, the eternal monument of the wrath of God, the 
great negative by which the great positive hath been demon- 
strated. And herewith concludes the history of this earth, 
the great arena whereon the debate between good and evil 
hath been carried on : and its great pilgrimage to eternal 
blessedness, signed and sealed in the blood of Christ is 
enided. And God doth honour those who have stood the 
fiery brunt of such fearful controversy, and done this work of 
pioneering the creature's road to infallibility, by appointing 
them kings and priests over the various orbs that swim 
in space, and are bound together by the unity of the one 
law of gravitation. Perhaps each of them the living head 
of a living race, each the vicar for Christ over a world,^ over 
all which he is the Head. But again I must restrain myself 
till the proper place for the details. 

Such is a sketch, my Christian brethren, of the subject- 
matter of the Revelation of Jesus Christ, over which, when 
I cast my eye, I know not whether wonder or delight 
possess me more : wonder at the immensity of the truth 
which it contains ; or delight at perceiving the harmony, 
the unity, of the whole. It is a mighty work which I have 
undertaken ; but I would not shun either the labour or 
the responsibility of it. I do engage myself, O my Teacher, 
in the confidence of thy instruction ; for I seek not mine 
own glory, but the glory of thy great Name. Thy pro- 
vidence was strange, and very gracious was thy will in 
drawing me to the study of this book : very good hast thou 
been in furnishing me with every help ; and why should I 
dpubt that thou wilt enable me to overcome every diffi- 
culty, and to present unto thy church such an exposition 
of it as may evidence the knowledge thou hast given me 
in thy mystery, and put to silence the slanders of mis- 
judging and unbelieving men ; as may shew unto thy 
church the unspeakable treasures of wonder and goodness 
which lie here unheeded by many ; by too many despisedi 
and only by a very few prized aright. 
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IV. And now we come to the fourth and last head of 
the lecture, which is to lay before you the sanctions or 
obligations of the Revelation under which it ought by me 
to be expounded, and by you to be listened to. And 
without repeating any thing which hath been said above 
upon the title,, authority, and substance of this book, I 
observe, that every thing already advanced is of the 
nature of the most sacred sanction and binding obligation 
to every believer. If it be sufficient at any time to com- 
mand attention to know that it is God who speaketh the 
word, how much more when God sendeth that word for our 
information, upon that subject which is the joy and thedesire 
of a Christian's heart, the coming of the Lord. The thing 
spoken, as well as the person who speaketh it, should then 
bind us with breathless attention to hear and to keep the 
saying. When to this is added, that it comes from the 
hands of our crucified and risen Lord, being one of those 
resurrection gifts which he received from the Father, and^ 
upon receiving, communicated to his church, by the me- 
diation of his angel, some principal one of the saints vk 
glory, and of the Apostle John, the most beloved of the 
church on earth ; uniting God, Christ, the church in 
glory, and the church on earth, in one sweet fellowship of 
love; methinks a new sanction of a most extraordinary 
kind is added to it. And, finally, when to God the author, 
Christ the subject and the most honourable channel of its 
transmission, is added the manifoldness of its details, the 
deep mysteries of the Godhead which it opens, the officeis 
and actions of Christ which it reveals ; the revolutions of 
Christendom already past, which it explains, and yet to 
come, which it foretels ; and the sure and certain signs of 
the day of the world's redemption, which it hangs out in full 
view, that it may not overtake us as a snare ; it is a most 
amazing thing that the church should not have bound it 
about her neck, and written it upon the tablet of her heart. 
But God, foreseeing the end from the beginning, and wish- 
ing to prevent by all means consistent with human respon- 
sibility the catastrophe of the church, which is fast drawing 
on through unbelief of, or indifference to, that glory which 
is fast approaching, hath set in various parts of the book 
^sanctions which are not to be found in any other book 0f 
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Scripture. And these it shall now be our endeavour to 
lay before you. 

We arrange them under three heads ; first, The sanc- 
tion of blessing ; secondly, The sanction of knowledge ; 
and thirdly, The sanction of fear. 

1. The sanction of blessing is contained in these 
words (i. 3) : '' Blessed is he that readeth, and they that 
hear the . words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written therein, for the time is at hand ; " and 
in these words (xxii. 7) : << Behold I come quickly : blessed 
is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this 
book.'* Than this sacred benediction, with which the 
book is so solemnly opened and concluded, there can be 
nothing higher or better, or more worthy to commend it 
to the minds of his people. It is not like those benedic- 
tions with which the apostolical epistles are ordinarily in- 
troduced ; being not the general expression of good will 
and invocation of grace and peace, but a positive and 
special promise of blessing resting upon the book itself, 
which cannot, so far as I remember, be found appropriated 
to any other book of Scripture whatsoever. Nor is it in 
the room and stead of the ordinary apostolical benediction 
which we find given, in verse 5, by the Apostle unto the 
churches, to whom he was commanded to send the precious 
gift in deposit, or rather in trust for circulation amongst all 
the chCirches of Christ. The blessing, therefore, twice re- 
peated, is nothing else than a sanction given to this book, 
in order to preserve it safe in the heart, and holy in 
the veneration of the church : and it consisteth of two 
parts ; the one the promise, the other the reason of it. 
The promise is unto him that readeth or peruseth, 
which I consider to have a special reference to the office- 
bearers, the ministers, and doctors, and readers of the 
church, whose office it is to choose out, in the public ser- 
vices of the church, the parts of Scripture to read, and to 
prelect upon in the hearing of the people. It doth in like 
manner apply to heads of families, to masters of schools, 
and all others to whom the same dignity appertaineth. 
And let all such know that, despite of vulgar prejudices, 
and even ecclesiastical examples, there is a blessing in 
preferring rather than in postponing this book to the other 
bQoks of Scriptures. I say ecclesiastical example, because^ 
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if I err npt, there is not one of the lessons of the Ciiurch 
of England taken frx>Qi the Apocalypse. For this exclu- 
mm I cannot well account ; but certainly it hath been sorely 
punished in those frequent attempts of ignorant churchmen 
to bring about an alliance or union between her and the 
fifMiian harlot. The remedy ought to be promptly ap- 
plied by the extraordinary diligence of her ministers to 
take a larger proportion of their subjects of discourse from 
IJils book. Now I can trace a very marked contrast between 
the feelings towards the Revelation which I find in Scotland 
and in England. In my native land it is looked to as the 
most profound and deeply concerning book of Scripture, 
and for a minister to take his subjects of discourse from it 
endears him to the people. In this, the land of my abode, 
which I have much reason to honour, 1 6nd that, as well in 
the Church as amongst the Sectaries, there is a decided pre- 
ference of the other Scriptures; and I am told it is not un- 
usual both in schools and in families to pass this book over 
in their ordinary readings. Against all such undervaluings I 
present these words of the eternal and unchangeable God : 
<< Blessed is he that readeth the words of this prophecy ; ** 
^nd the man» who giveth no heed to God thus promising a 
blessing upon that which should of itself be our delight, will 
not give much heed to a creature's voice : and if he did, it 
were only to enhance his sin in rejecting the voice of God 
lor the voice of a man. But, oh reader ! after these words 
have met thine eye, know that if thou be not desirous and 
/delighted to read this book, thou rejectest the blessing of 
thy God, and settest his good and gracious promise at 
nought. Of what kind the blessing is, will better appear 
in the sequel. — '' Blessed also are they that hear the 
words of this prophecy." This hath reference to the 
congregations, or families, or audiences of any kind, 
in whose hearing the chapters and verses of this book are 
read out, for the subject of lectures or sermons, or simply 
fior a lesson of Divine truth. And it ought to carry its 
weight with all upon whom God's name is named, and 
who take upon them the profession of Christ Jesus. I 
trust it proceeds from my own caution and timidity, ra- 
ther than from any real dislike among the people, but cer- 
tain it is I have an intuitive perception, or a suggestion of 
the Spirit, almost every time I preach from this book lead- 
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ing xttt to put forward this promise of God, as my warranty 
and their encouragement to hear me patiently. And after 
all my caution, O my soul, declare how, by the learned and 
the unlearned amongst the ministry, by the pious and pro- 
fane amongst the people, I have been treated as a fool and 
a babbler, or something worse, for my perseverance in this 
cause. But, be thou patient, win thine own crown, and be 
an example as well as a voice unto this incredulous and 
doubting generation. Let me find acceptance amongst you, 
O ye children of the daughter of my people ! I bring with 
me a heart both leal and true to the kingdom and the 
Church of Scotland. I come amongst you in the name of 
the Lord, seeking nothing but that together we may inherit 
this blessing ; you of hearing, I of reading and expounding 
this blessed book. 

But this is not all: something more than reading and 
hearing is necessary, in order to win the prize of thig 
blessing ; which is added in these words, << And keep those 
things which are written therein." These are not words 
of course, but describe some very high degree in the school 
of Christ ; as is manifest from the words of the demon- 
strating angel. Rev. xxii. 9 : *< I am thy fellow-servant, 
^d of thy brethren the prophets, and of those who keep 
the words of this book." Now, it is no mean degree to 
be placed in the same company with the angel of Christ, 
with his beloved disciple, and with the prophets : and it 
doth indicate to me this great truth, that under the ex- 
pression, *< the keeping of the sayings of this book," God 
doth contain such an act of faith as under our dispen- 
sation is parallel with the faith of the prophets under 
the Old Testament, and of the Apostles under the 
New ; that this book is the Christian prophecy, to keep 
which, in every age of the church, will try men*s faith, 
as the faith of Isaiah and Jeremiah and the old prophets 
were tried. For in no other way can 1 find the worthiness 
of coupling those who keep it with the ancient prophets 
and with John. I do see, moreover, in this use of the 
expression by the demonstrating angel, that another great 
truth is taught us ; namely, That as that heavenly angel 
was Christ's messenger, to proceed forth into the visible 
spheres, and as John was Christ's messenger to the visible 
church, and as the prophets had been God's messengers 
to the various nations to which they were sent, so those 
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who keep the sayings of this book should be his mesr 
sengers to the generations of men, in the midst of which 
they should be called. For how otherwise could there be 
any fellowship of service between them and the angels ? 
It is not a fellowship of mere dignit}^, but a fellowship 
of dignity arising from the commonness of the service. 
** I am fellow-servant of thine, and of thy brethren the 
prophets, and of those who keep the sayings of this 
book.'' Between the angel, the apostle, the prophets, 
and the keepers of the sayings of this book, there must 
be a community of service : and this is the principle 
which we would lay hold of for explaining what is signified 
by the word '< keeping ;" for there is no difficulty in the 
other words, " the things written therein.*' Keeping must 
signify such a conservation and preservation of it in 
our hearts, as that no power, visible or invisible, shall be 
able to bereave us of the faith thereof, or prevent us 
from expressing and acting thereupon. He riseth into 
the noble degree of a conservator of this prophecy's 
integrity, who is not ashamed of the testimony thereof, 
nor hesitates to express his belief, .by referring to this 
book, but rather seeks occasion so to do, and finds plea- 
sure when such an occasion arrives. What will ye say to 
this, my heedless brethren, who look askance upon every 
thing which deriveth itself from this dubious source ? — Oh 
my God I when these thy promises I meditate upon, I 
seem to myself to have done no adequate honour to this 
blessed book: and in time to come I ask thy grace to enable 
me both ta be more faithful and bold for thy sake, and 
for. the sake of a headless, unbelieving generation of men. 
-—Now that I see the power and meaning of this blessing ; 
I will serve thee for the inheritance of it : by keeping the 
prophecy, and ever declaring it, I will humbly seek to attain 
the good degree of being a warning voice, a prophetic voice 
to Uie people where thou castest my lot. And, oh ! make 
this word of thy servant to enkindle in many hearts the 
glorious ambition of being fellow-servants with the pro- 
phets, and with the apostles, and with the angel which 
shewed these things!— If now I be asked to give some 
more particular description of what the blessing here 
promised is, and why such ones should only partake there- 
of, this will appear in the other part of this sanctioni 

l2 



88 The RevelatioJi of Jesus Christ. ' [lect. 

which is the reason of it expressed by these words, *< for 
the time is at hand ;" and in the parallel passage by 
these words, " Behold 1 come quickly.*' 

The reason why the coming of Christ is described as 
being about to be in a short time, we have explained 
under the second head, by shewing that this is merely a 
relative expression of which God only can judge the pro- 
priety, who knoweth the times and seasons before appointed; 
and that seeing he hath chosen thus always to speak, men 
had better not cavil but meekly reverence his word: but why 
this speedy coming should be in both cases connected with 
the blessing, is another question upon which we have an ob- 
servation or two to make, in order completely to elucidate 
the nature of this sanction. For my part, I can see ho 
connection between the blessedness of keeping the sayings 
of this book and the coming of Christ, except in believ- 
ing that the blessedness which cometh with him, shall in 
some way or other fall to the lot of those who are full of 
the perusal and the faith of this revelation of Jesus Christ. 
And if this book be written, according as its name bears, 
on express purpose to unfold the coming of Jesus Christ, it 
is but reasonable to believe that without careful heed 
to its instruction, that glorious event will drop out of 
our mind. For if^ the church might keep that blessed 
event in mind, without the constant help of this book, 
why was it given, and why hath it in its name embodied 
the claim to do this thing which no other book of Scripture 
doth clainr to do, namely, To shew unto God's servants the 
coming of Jesus Christ ? I am the more confirmed in this 
opinion, that the blessedness here spoken of is no vague 
nor general good, but the particular good attendant upon 
the hope and realized in the coming of Christ, by two 
considerations : the first, That the blessing of Christ's 
second advent is always described as pertaining to those 
who look for him, to those who watch for his coming, to 
those who are ready to receive him with oil in their lamps, 
to those who are keeping their garments, &c. Whereas 
the miserable judgments of that awful event are described 
as alighting upon all others who are not filled with this 
glorious hope. And, as if to shew us that, it depends upon 
no other thing whatever, those taken into glory and those 
left to shame> are represented as being in all other respects 
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the same, grinding at the same mill, walking together in 
the same field, and sleeping in the same bed. From which 
I am led to believe, that at the time of our Lord's coming 
every other anchor of the soul shall have failed men in the 
antecedent or accompanying perils, and this only shall be 
holding against the stream-tide of infidelity and wicked- 
ness. I believe, though this be not the place to demon- 
strate it, that the hope o( the Lord's instant coming shall 
distinguish all who in that day shall obtain redemption. 
And if so, we may well understand how much blessedness 
resteth upon the reading of this book. Let it be remem- 
bered that this book, though it contain many precedent and 
consequent events, hath yet as its avowed and capital ob- 
ject the very event of Christ's coming, which like a pearl of 
great price it doth set and enclose in a splendour of cir- 
cumstance worthy of its grandeur, and which are to be the 
harbingers and attendants of its noblest state : and being 
so, I think that amongst the rest might well stand blessings 
upon that book which alone should preserve the glorious 
advent from entire oblivion. If now any one be puzzled 
to comprehend how this blessing should attend upon all 
times and persons in the ages which have occurred since 
it was written, they will be relieved by considering that the 
book doth dress out the glorious event unto the faith of 
men, without reference to time or place ; and that every 
one who apprehendeth it with faith hath the blessing, when- 
ever that blessing shall in time and place be manifested : 
all the generations that have passed, as well as the gene- 
ration that then is. It is no part of the revelation of Jesus 
Christ to make manifest the very day or time of his coming, 
which were to destroy its efficacy, but to give forth its glo- 
rious certainty together with all the blessedness unto all 
things, and especially unto the church attendant there- 
upon. The other consideration which leads to this same 
interpretation of the blessedness, is, that in this book this 
expression, *< Blessed is he," hath in it a sort of formal ap- 
plication to the time of the coming of the Lord. For ex- 
amples, take these: — Rev.xiv. 13: " Blessed are the dead 
from henceforth." Now the very next action is Christ's coming 
in the clouds to gather his people out of the earth before 
the vintage of wrath. Rev. xvi. 15: <* Behold I come as 
a thief: blessed is he that watcheth, and keepetk his gair* 
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ments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame/' And im 
mediately vengeance is done upon Babylon. Rev. xix. 9 1 
*< Blessed are they which are called to the marriage-supper of 
the Lamb," which is the New- Jerusalem estate when Christ 
is with his church on the earth. Rev. xxii. 7 : '' Behold, I 
come quickly : blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book." How blessed ? by being admitted 
to that marriage- supper ; by being found keeping their gar- 
ments ; by bein^ gathered with the sickle of him who sits 
upon the cloud, mto the garner of God. Now, believing 
brethren, think you what a sanction this is ; what a blessing 
is here held out to your constant perusal and faithful keep- 
ing of the sayings of this book. It is your ark of salvation 
against the stormy winds and sapping streams of infidelity 
which are overthrowing the house of those who will not 
rest on this only foundation. Justification by faith is be- 
come any thing, and every thing, but that which it is in 
tlie Gospel and the articles of the church. And of the 
Spirit as a Person, and the Servant of the Man Christ 
Jesus, we may say with the Samaritans, *< we have not 
even heard whether there be a Holy Ghost : " and of the 
Trinity it may be no longer spoken or preached, but with 
an aspect of profound ignorance and devout helplessness : 
and of the sacraments it is monstrous to speak otherwise 
than as empty signs ; and every thing else most precious in 
our doctrine is worn away by the spirit of infidelity : and 
one only rough hard truth remaineth, which no meta- 
physics can adulterate ; That Jesus Christ is to come 
again in flesh, and take the government of the world 
upon himelf. Yet in this one seed of truth there is a preg- 
nancy, that will restore all the rest from the shadowy emp- 
tiness into which they have been brought. Therefore 
<< blessed is he that readeth, and they who hear the words of 
>tfais prophecy and keep the sayings that are written in this 
book ; for the time is at hand. Behold, i come quickly, 
blessed is he that keepeth the words of this prophecy.'* . 
2u The second sanction which I propose to all men foe 
perusing this book, is the sanction of the knowledge, the 
saving knowledge which they will assuredly derive from it. 
And this I build upon these words : *^ Seal not the sayings 
of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand '^ (xxii. 
10). I believe, upon this solemn attestation of God, that the 
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Apocalypse is not a sealed book ; and that all the doctors of 
tfa^ church, with all the enemies of Christ to help them, can* 
not seal it: and as an unsealed and unscalable book I take it 
up to read it ; surely believing that — let wise men and pru- 
dent men say what they please, and do what they please-pr- 
it is a book unsealed and open, a patent book to the babes 
in Christ Jesus, which no power earthly dare, which no pow er 
in hell can, and which no power in heaven will seal. And this 
assurance I receive from God as a great, a very great boon ; 
knowing that it was not wont to be so with the prophecy in 
the old time concerning which it is said by the mouth of 
Daniel xii. 4, <* Shut up the words, and seal the book, even 
to the time of the end : " and again, ver 9, ^< Go thy way, 
Daniel : for the words are closed up and sealed till the time 
of the end. Many shall be purified, and made white, and 
tried ; but the wicked shall do wickedly, and none of the 
wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand." 
With this compare the corresponding passage of the Apo- 
calypse now before us : <* And he saith unto me, Seal not 
the sayings of the prophecy of this book ; for the time is at 
hand. He that is unjust let him be unjust still: and he 
which is filthy, let him be filthy stiU : and he that is right- 
eous, let him be righteous still : and he that is holy, let him 
be holy still. And, behold, I come quickly ; to give unto 
every man according as his work shall be.'' (xxii. 10, 11.) 
Of the command not to seal the prophecy of this book, I 
have to say simply, that I believe it is effectual, like every 
other word of God ; and that the sayings of this book 
neither are nor can be sealed to him that believeth, aye 
and never have been sealed to any believer. Sealed in- 
deed they have been, and still are, to many called believers^ 
and as such regarded by those who measure themselves by 
themselves ; but nevertheless they are not sealed. Let 
God be true, and let every man be a liar : let God be 
Almighty, and let all creatures be as nothing before him. 
And seeing he hath said, " Seal not the book," I say, ' It 
is not sealed, and cannot be sealed ;' and the same will 
maintain against all doctors, councils, and assemblies of 
the church. Without any apparatus of commentators 
or accomplishment of learning, a believer should go to 
and read it, using for his keys these two— faith and hope; 
faith that it is an open book, and hope that it is a book full 
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of blessing. But if men, instead of serving themselves 
with these blessed keys, will go about to believe that the 
book is dark and obscure, and without commentators un- 
intelligible ; then what shall I say, but that, denying God's 
asseverations and holding ]\im a liar, they will reap 
a harvest of lies into their own bosom ; and come forth 
from their studies more perplexed and entangled than 
they went into them ? And is not this the case with most 
of the commentators who hath entered upon it, with almost 
every Christian who reads it ? There lurketh in the back- 
ground of their minds a feeling that it is a forlorn hope to 
which they are giving themselves, — a set of desperate men 
who have adventured upon a desperate undertaking. And 
what can such a spirit of contradiction to God's command- 
ment obtain for itself, but confusion worse confounded, 
darkness that may be felt ? Is God thus to be mocked, 
who hath said, ** Seal it not ?" and who is he that hath said, 
* Seal it?' Out upon you, ye men- worshippers I Ye God- 
despisers ! How dare you take upon you to call that book 
a mystery which God hath named a revelation ; that book 
a lock which God hath named a key; that book a sealed book 
which God hath written unsealed for ever ? 

While I thus rebuke the spirit of scepticism with which 
this book is read, even by the faithful and holy, and am 
zealous for God's service, and for the church's good, I am far 
from encouraging rashness in myself or in any one. From 
this we are well defended by the next sanction,which is that 
of fear, contained in xxii. 18, 19. I do not say that every 
one, or any one, is to be let into the whole matter contain- 
ed in this body of Christian prophecy. But I do say, that 
it is the open book of church -prophecy, out of which every 
Christian will obtain that insight into the future hopes and 
expectations of the church which is needful for his soul's 
salvation. It is one thing to open the door of a spacious 
temple, and another thing to say that every one who 
enters therein shall be able to comprehend the whole 
Divinity who is worshipped there. But because no one 
person can with his mind attain unto the vastness of 
the revealed Godhead, any more than with his body he 
can fill the arched, vaulted, amplitude of a spacious 
temple, is the temple therefore to be shut; or rather, 
are not its doors to stand for ever open, a symbol of 
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the ever-approachable God ? So open I the door of the 
Apocalyptic visions, and ensure every believer that 
therein he shall 6nd ample light, revelation, information, 
and enlargement to his soul, in all the things which con- 
cern the glory of God and of the living Clirist. We appeal 
to our future discourses, for the proof whether this book is 
^ opened or sealed, is manifestation or concealment of the 
great mystery of God in Christ ; whether it be an eye-glass 
through which to look upon the Scriptures, or itself a dark 
chamber which needeth illumination. Who will illuminate 
the illumination of God ? Who will reveal the revelation 
of God ? He who undertaketh such a task doth darken 
counsel by words without wisdom. We go to the perusal of it 
as a book which hath already opened to us many mysteries, 
which hath been to our soul light and not darkness ; which 
hath unfolded itself to our faith in God*s most holy decla- 
rations ; and we ask our readers not to look upon us as the 
openers of a mystery, but as the setters forth of a revela* 
tion ; not as prognosticators of future uncertainties, but as 
the preachers of the great certainty--' the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

While thus I solemnly and soberly, though most ear- 
nestly, and as some may think unguardedly, do present this 
book as full of light and of knowledge, and bearing to the 
future the same relation which the sun in the heaven doth 
to darkness; and do exhort everyone with such deep 
conviction of its blessed light to peruse it, in the perfect 
assurance of being enlightened in the knowledge of the 
coming of our Lord and Saviour Jes^us Christ ; I guard 
every one from thinking that he comprehendeth all the 
light which is therein, though I urge him onward to the 
apprehension of still more and more. It is the chart 
of the church, whose bark has been beating these 
two thousand years upon the stormy waves. As she is 
driven hither and thither, if she look into this divinely 
constructed chart, she will discern that all her passages of 
peril have been foreseen and provided against. It will 
save us ; and if another generation is to follow, it will save 
them ; and so on till Christ come. But what a thing it is 
to lock the chart up in concealments tenfold, and let the 
ship drive upon shoals and quicksands! This is what your 
doctors and divines do, who seek the honour to themselves 



94 The Revelation of Jesus Christ. [lect. 

of steering the church by rudder and compass of their own 
learning and prudence. Away with such opposers of the 
glory of my God and of his church, and of this blessed 
open and unsealed book ! Come onc^ come all who have 
faith in God's word ; read this unsealed book with me, and 
see whether it require man's authority, man's wisdom, 
man's scholastic learning, to find in it that knowledge of 
the future coming of Christ, which their worldly apparatus 
of wisdom and prudence hath only served to hide from 
them. ** I thank thee, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, 
and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father, for 
so it seemed good in thy sight." 

I do most stedfastly believe therefore, that all the igno* 
ranee which at this day resteth upon the church concerning 
the great hope of Christ's coming, and the signs of the 
times in which we live ; and the apostasy of Rome, and 
the infidel antichrist, and the speedy destruction of both, 
and the first resurrection, and the kingdom of the saints 
upon the earth, and every thing else most concerning to 
this weary and sorrowful earth, ariseth from the indiffer- 
ence, and apathy, and self-sufficient ignorance in which 
they stand to this book, which is the chart of the church's 
perilous voyage, and the light of a Christian's prospects 
into the future. And therefore I do place the hope, yea, 
and the certainty of knowledge, as another great encou- 
ragement for the believer to attend me in my prelections 
upon this book ; which is not darkness, but light ; which 
is not doubt, but certainty ; which is not speculation, but 
most true knowledge to every one who believeth. How 
man desireth to be taught insight into the future ! It is by 
far his noblest desire. It is- not to be rebuked, but to be 
encouraged, and to be guided. This office belongs to God, 
and to him alone (Isa. xliii.) ; prophecy is his method of 
enlightening it. And should the light itself be darkness^ 
how great is that darkness? But, believe God rather 
than man, if you are not already sunk in unbelief. Believe 
that the prophecy is a light in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, and the day-star arise on your hearts. Go then 
with this book in your hand, and know as much of the 
future prospects of the church, as God hath seen it good 
to give unto us. How much light of knowledge of things 
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to come there is here, I say not ; but this I say, that all 
which there is, is here, and nowhere else. Therefore come 
here to seek and find it. Study this book for that most 
precious knowledge, the knowledge of the future ; which 
it is vain to say you care not about : for about it man 
must care ; and either by man must he be nursed into all 
error, or by God guided into all truth, through the only 
appointed means of his prophetic word. 

3. And now I come to speak of the third and last 
sanction with which God hath sought to protect this 
book from neglect and contempt, and preserve it in the 
reverence of his church ; which is the sanction of fear 
addressed to such spirits as are not to be moved by sanc- 
tions of blessedness and of knowledge. It is written in 
these fearful words, with which the mighty God doth as 
with a thunderbolt close and clasp the awful volume : 
" For 1 testify unto every man that heareth the words of 
the prophecy of this book. If any man shall add unto 
these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that 
are written in this book : and if any man shall take away 
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall 
take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the 
holy city, and from the things which are written in this 
book" (xxii. 18, 19). Now being a man of flesh and 
blood, and no devil incarnate, 1 stand in awe of these 
fearful words. I have looked on fearful sights without 
trembling, and heard the threatenings and denunciations 
of many an enemy without dismay ; but I tremble and ex- 
ceedingly quake before these words of the living God. 
And I would rather face the legions of hell in full array, 
than meet the JVord coming against me with the terrors of 
this accusation : ' Oh, man ! thou didst add to the words 
of the prophecy of this book, therefore unto thee be 
added all the plagues that are written in this book ;' or 
of this other accusation : * Oh, man ! thou didst take away 
from the words of the book of this prophecy ; and from 
thee shall be taken away thy part out of the book of life, 
and out of the holy city, and from the things which are 
written in this book.' I say I am not an incarnate devil, 
but a man in flesh and blood ; I am not a hardened and 
annealed infidel, but a humble and faithful believer of 
God's word, to every jot and tittle : and, being so, I 
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read this with deep emotion, and can say from my heart, 
Oh God, I tremble at this thy word. — Let us now lay open 
this sanction. 

And, first, oh ye dreamers ! who think that ye are safe in 
neglecting the Revelation about which so much stir is be- 
ginning to be made, who hug yourselves up in your great 
wisdom not to search into mysteries, and flatter yourselves 
that it is safest to be indifferent ; know of a verity, that if 
God staiid to Jiis word, ye are standing in a most perilous 
condition. For, through your neglect, you do not take 
away a part, but you take away the whole of what is 
written in it. So far as. your faith goes, it is no part of it ; 
so far as your influence goes, you withdraw it from the 
&ith of others. What can you expect, oh ye despisers! 
oh ye self-satisfied worshippers of your own ease and pru- 
dence ! your ease is disease, your prudence is imprudence, 
you are treasuring up unto yourselves the wrath and indig- 
nation of your God. Find me such an awful sanction as 
this appended to any other book of Scripture if you can. 
That which our Lord addeth to the Law and the Prophets 
(Matt. V.) is strong, but this is fearful. It is much, to be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven ; but, ah, how much 
more is it, to have all the plagues and judgments of anti- 
christ and of the devil himself added to us ! And yet such 
a spell hath bound both men and ministers fast, that 
they cannot, they will not, be roused to the scrupulous and 
exact consideration of this book, but will treat the most 
of it as an inscrutable mystery, which is more honoured in 
the neglect than in the meditation of it. Oh ! I could 
jstay and weep when I think upon the cold heedlessness 
with whicd my brethren in the church have treated my en- 
deavours to awaken them to the sense of this b^k's awful 
importance. Even at best they consider me as a harmless 
enthusiast, a heady speculator ; but many of them do re- 
gard me as a misleader of the people. It is vain that I cry 
out on every occasion. Not me, but my subject, oh, my 
brethren ! Not me, but my Lord ; not me, but your own 
salvation. Time after time I lift up my voice to move 
them to give heed to this book ; but heed to it they will 
give nane. Haply they take a text from it for the splendour 
of its diction, to form the basis of some spiritual interpre- 
tation or misinterpretation ; haply to repel and gainsay all in- 



I.] The Sanctions. 97' 

terpretation ; haply to put another fold around the mass 
of prejudice and neglect with which these people already 
cover it. I see the dead sleep in which the church is 
sunk : and I must do my office as a watchman, though I 
should speak like Isaiah to the heavens and the uncon- 
scious earth ; for I do soon expect my Lord to arrive, 
and demand of me an account of my stewardship. Oh, 
mv Lord, I willingly serve thee, and I patiently wait for 
thee: help me to be faithful. Oh! help me to be faithful 
amongst so many faithless. 

The two verses in which this sanction of fear is written 
are spoken by the Lord Jesus himself, who is the speaker 
both in verse 16 preceding, and in verse 20 following them. 
He who had received it from the Father would well honour 
and guard his Father*s gift : He who knows the sacriedness 
of the Father*s word, and loveth not that the church should 
incur his Father's displeasure, would fain by timeous warning 
prevent the evil, and therefore doth in his own person 
utter the fearful sentence upon those who dishonour this 
book ; and with those lips which shall hereafter when he 
enacteth the Judge, carry the sentence into execution. 
Now it is a threatening, then it shall be a judgment. He 
uttereth the threatening to every one who heareth the 
prophecy of this book ; not ministers only, but people also ; 
every one to whose ears it may in any way be brought. 
And the first part of the sentence lies against every one who 
shall presume to add any thing to this complete code of 
Christian prophecy ; which is a book in itself complete, a 
full orb of truth, that may not be increased nor impaired. 
Our gracious God perceiving how Satan would in all ages 
tempt men to take unto themselves authority as prophets, 
and even to personate Christ himself — as almost every im- 
postor, and arch-heretic, and mystagogue hath done— -doth 
by this word warn all against the awful consequences of such 
presumption, and doth defend the church against receiving 
any of their prognostications or pretensions. The book 
of the Revelation of Jesus Christ is all that hath been, is 
all that ever will be given to the church upon the subject 
of his coming again, and I may say upon the subject of 
future things. And, therefore, let no one hang dreaming 
CD, as if his coming again would be ushered in by some 
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fresh heraldry, and the world duly warned thereof. In 
these twenty-two chapters, the whole manifestation is con- 
tained. Therefore let us make the best of it : and if any one 
come to us in his own name, pretending to other revela- 
tions than those herein contained, let us denounce against 
him the terrors of this curse. Now I ask if this book 
itself were impenetrable and impervious to the sight of 
sanctified men, then what a case were we in ! Deprived of 
all further light, and having none given to us, we must 
stumble onwards darkly, and that day overtake us as a 
thief in the night : whereas of the church, it is said, that 
day shall not come upon them as a thief, because they are 
children of the light and of the day. — Now lest, haply, 
any one should be deterred from coming to peruse and 
to understand this book by the fear of adding something 
to it of his own ; while I would have a careful watch upon 
my lips and heart not to do so, I have no fear that the 
ground on which I tread is dangerous. It is holy, but 
it is not dangerous. I have great faith and entire con- 
fidence in the Holy Spirit, that when I am seeking 
to know the truth as it is in Jesus Christ, he will not 
lead me into error. I am jealous over my own proud 
imaginations and empty thoughts ; but I know that the 
Holy Ghost is not to be resisted or overcome by them. 
My wandering propensities are not so strong but that 
God can bring me back to the Bishop and Shepherd of 
my-soul. The teaching of the Spirit is not honoured by 
doubting him. If we abstain from reading the Apoca- 
lypse, because of the false interpretations which have been 
made of it, we should likewise abstain from reading the 
rest of Scripture, because of the heretical opinions wh^ch 
have been grafted thereon. It is a remark of Sir Isaac 
Newton, that no one has devoted himself earnestly to 
prophecy without having been honoured to bring some- 
thing to light. And it might be added that the one thing 
which every one is made instrumental in bringing to light, 
is that which the church in his generation most needeth, 
and fdr which God stirred up his servant to inquire. 
And if, as we see, there be now awakened in the church, 
a lively interest in the study of prophecy, we may rest 
assured that it will lead to discoveries most profitable to 
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her present condition. Yet can I not enter upon this work of 
interpreting this oft -interpreted book, without a solemn act 
of prayer to God, that he would prevent me from adding 
out of my own ingenuity any thing to that which is con- 
tained therein. I do most solemnly disclaim all inven* 
tions of my own ; I pray that nothing whatever may be 
taken on my authority : for me to desire to have authority 
over the conscience of any one, for you to give me such 
authority, is so far forth to incur the guilt here denounced. 
By the solemnity, by the fearfulness, by the terrors of this 
sanction, I do entreat every one who heareth these dis- 
courses, and any one who now shall read them, to look upon 
me in no other light than as a reverent inquirer into the 
meaning of God's word, and a patient, painful preacher 
of the same* 

The second part of this sanction is the proper safeguard 
against the fe^ulness to inquire, and backwardness to 
know, which might be produced in timorous and doubting 
minds by the first. For now Christ denounceth against 
those who take away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy ; and as if this were the more perilous side, it is 
protected by a threefold denunciation : ** God shall take 
away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy 
city, and from the things which are written in this book." 
I cannot help observing what an entireness this bespeaketh 
in the very words of Scripture, and how it confirmeth the 
doctrine of verbal inspiration. Also how it should guard us 
against wresting the words of Scripture to make them suit 
an hjrpothesis. I have no hypotheses to support. I want to 
discover Christ, not the measures and proportions of any 
scheme. I desire to teach the church whatever pertain* 
eth to the person and dignity of Christ ; his actions as King 
within the veil, and his coming forth from it in the glory of 
his Father. So far only shall I look into the scheme and 
structure of the book as is necessary to reveal that unity in 
it which belongs to the unity of its subject, which is the 
manifestation of Jesus Christ. Now, who are guilty under 
this second sanction ? They are most guilty who doubt or 
deny, or go about to cast suspicion upon the Divine authority 
of the book altogether : and these are far more numerous 
than the church dreametb of. If they durst speak out^ 

x2 
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they would be found a great multitude. What but rooted 
m6delity can make the great body of ministers and people, 
especially ministers, smile within themselves, perhaps 
openly rail, when they hear of any one setting himself in 
right earnest to the work.of expounding it ? — I set it down, 
secondly, as bringing a man under this charge, when he careth 
nothing for it whatever, gives his soul no concern about the 
book or its expounders, and assumes to himself many airs of 
a wise and spiritual man, because he rather takes his texts 
and his readings from the Gospels and the Epistles. What, 
ye scorners ! is it not Scripture ? How dare ye, in the 
name of the living God, thus pitch one part of his word 
against another in vain and wicked emulations ? I cannot 
excuse or indulge this spirit in any man, much less in a 
minister of God. I am no accuser-general of the church ; 
but I am a maintainer of God's most holy cause, against all 
the church if need be : and I do before God's tribunal im- 
peach such ministers of the Gospel, and members of Christ's 
church, as do undervalue this book, as guilty of taking 
from it its essential value, not abstracting a few words, but 
abstracting the pith out of every word. And I appeal to 
honest men, whether it be not to destroy this book for all 
good, and to defeat God's end as far as they can, thus to 
go about to withdraw men's hearts from it, and rail against 
tliose who would draw them to it. God is very mercifu],.or 
else he would not endure so much. — Further, theyare guilty 
of taking words from it, who, in order to make it answer 
an hypothesis, will explain away the plain meaning and 
power of its simplest expressions: as, for example, when 
the saints in glory sing, " And we shall reign with thee on. 
the earth ; " and when it is said, that there is a. first resur- 
rection, and that the souls of the martyrs live and reign 
with Christ on the earth ; and when it is said, that God 
dwelleth with men, and that Christ cometh at a certain 
time and place, and in a certain order of events ; and all 
this is studfously denied and explained away. The very 
words of this prophecy are defended with awful sanctions* 
and let them be most sacred. Rather a thousand times 
let me err in keeping close to the words, than once in de- 
parting away from them. These are very grave and solemn 
considerations ; but I feel that it is good to have brought 
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them all before our minds in full array. Oh, how thi& 
book stands up the rebuke of the church and of the land ! 
No wonder Christ's advent is forgotten : the way in which 
this book has been treated is sufficient to account for it. 
If any one ask by what connection the crime of adding 
to or of taking from the words of the book of this prophecy 
is connected with the penalties of all the Apocal3rptic 
plagues, of losing place in the book of life, and the holy 
city, and other the Apoca]3rptic promises, I refer to 
what I have already said upon this subject under the sanc- 
tion of blessing ; and, without repeating, do simply add, 
that the connection between this book and the things per- 
taining to the coming of Christ, is exactly the connection 
between word and deed, between faith and works. If we 
believe not the word, the work we shall not have ; if we 
value not the word, we shall not have the work to value : 
the despising of the word is the despising of Him that 
gave it ; and this he will not bless, but, ^contrariwise, will 
curse. This Apocalypse is to the Christian church, what 
the Law of Moses was to the Jewish state ; and these two 
verses are like the curses pronounced upon Mount Nebo, or 
rather those declared in the Song of Moses. In the neglect 
of it our enemies have got the mastery over us, and we are 
in bondage. Whenever it hath been observed again, like the 
book of the Law under king Josiah, then we are favoured 
once more ; and when it drops into oblivion, darkness com- 
eth up and covereth the church. This, in one word, is 
my view of the Apocalypse ; that it was hvtended to be at 
once the chart, and the pole-star, and the light of the 
Christian church, over the stormy waves of time, until the 
Great Pilot, who walketh upon the waters and stilleth the 
waves, should again give himself to the sinking ship, )and 
make her his abode, his ark, his glory for ever and ever. 

CONCLUSION. 

I do not say that it is a thing in the power of any one man 
to accomplish, even though strengthened to the uttermost by 
the Holy Ghost; but I do believe that the Holy Ghost will 
str^agthen some men in this generation, whom for that end 
he may choose, and by them will open unto the church 
this book, after another manner than hath ever yet been 
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done. Hitherto it hath been studied with a view chiefly 
to the church, or to the world ; and in this respect it hath 
been singularly blessed to the churchy by opening her eyes 
to the discernment of that apostasy which so long ruled 
like God over the earth. From the earliest times, Rome 
was discerned to be the Babylon of this book, and even in 
the darkness of the middle ages, there were men who knew 
and preached the* Pope of Rome to be the beast. It is 
recorded of our First Richard, that, when detained in Sicily, 
he and another of the kings engaged in the same crusade, 
heard a famous friar preach, that the Pope was the beast 
of the Apocalypse ; but it was reserved for the time of the 
Reformation, and especially in Scotland, to demonstrate 
the abomination of Rome out of this book. I believe that 
in the Church of Scotland there have been written upon it 
more commentaries than in all the Protestant churches 
besides ; and I may say, it is the only church in which the. 
Apocalypse is as much, if not more, used by the common 
people, and by the ministry, than any other book of Scripture. 
And this view of the book, as it bears upon the church 
visible, is beginning to arm the servants of the Lord against 
the infidelity which by an hundred channels is hastening to 
overspread the church ; and, what is better, it is begin- 
ning to open once more to us the object, the glorious 
object of our hope, — which is, the advent and kingdom of 
our Lord. But all these services which this book hath 
rendered, and is rendering to the church, are little com- 
pared with what it will do, when opened with the higher 
aim which we have now before us, of discovering therein 
the offices, and the glories, and the future purposes and 
performances of our Lord Jesus Christ. When the church, 
shall set themselves, — when the church shall by God be 
stirred up, — to work in this mine, as at the Reformation 
they wrought in Paul's Epistles ; there will arise upon her 
vision such a coming glory, her Lord will present himself 
to her love and confidence, in such transcendent beauty and 
majesty, that the primitive times themselves will not sur- 
pass, if they equal, the devotedness of those who are nou- 
rished with that precious food which this book contains. 
The Reformation made good the perfectness of Christ's 
sacrifice. In Scotland it went a little further, and made 
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good Christ's headship of the church ; and this was enough 
for the labours of one generation, who expected from their 
successors a continuance and enlargement of the work. 
But, alas ! their successors converted the work which had 
been done into an idol, and worshipped it. The land- 
marks of doctrine which the Reformers drew, to mark off 
the clear ground which they had won from the abyss of Papal 
error, they expected that their posterity would have ex- 
tended more and more into the waste, until they had. re- 
claimed the whole sum and substance of Christian truth. 
But, alas ! how otherwise hath it been ! Not only hath 
no further encroachments been made upon the realms of 
the old anarch, but even that truth which we had attained 
to, hath been almost reft away from us, by A rminian errors, 
or by a system of fatalism and necessity, a doctrine of right 
and property, of selfishness and personal safety, falsely 
called Calvinistic, but of which Calvin is one of the ablest, 
confuters. We have lost the idea of the church, we have, 
lost the idea of the sacraments, we have lost the idea of a 
redemption of love, as a basis of an election of grace ; a 
common redemption, as the basis of a particular election ; 
and, in a word, we are fallen as far beneath the Reformers, 
as they were beneath the primitive church in every thing 
except the doctrine of justification by faith. There, I may 
say, the Reformers were on a level with the primitive 
church. But this precious jewel of the Reformation hath 
almost perished in our hands; so that, in my judgment, the 
Evangelical method of preaching justification by faith, is a 
more subtile form of error than the high-church method of 
preaching justification by works of morality ; or the Papal 
method of preaching justification by merits of saints, and 
pilgrimages, and severities, and other self-inflicted acts of 
the will. — But into these things I enter not, nor would have 
named them, save to express my conviction that something 
must be done, or else the church, and the faith also, of 
which it is the pillar, will go to wreck. And I believe that 
something is, the exposition of Christ's person a(id offices 
and coming, which are all-inclusive and all-comprei)ensive. 
He is the Applier of his own sacrifice ; he is the Head of 
the church ; he is the Prince of the kings of the earth ; he. 
is the Contender against the apostasy,he is the Destroyer of 
it ; he is the bringer in of the Millennium, and he is the 
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Upholder of it. Here Is a theme, large as human know- 
ledge ; not the doctrine of his sacrifice merely, by which 
the Reformers did so much, but the doctrine of his com- 
plete living person, and of his complete and perfect work. 
And where is this set out ? In that book whose name is. 
Discovery of Jesus Christ ; a book which, being looked 
upon in respect to his person and dignity, I will say, he 
that runneth may read ; once possess yourself with the 
idea contained in its name, that it is Jesus Christ reveal- 
ed or discovered, and read it for the purpose of knowing 
the truth made known concerning him, and you shall, in 
one reading of it, have more distinct apprehensions of bis 
personal glories than from reading any, or I will say all, 
the Scriptures besides. It is the shutting of this book, 
which hath made Christ's glory to be so little known, and 
so little discoursed of. Indeed, and in truth, I may say, 
that Christ^s glory in his manhood is hardly believed at 
all. The church, when she contemplates Christ glorious, 
is wont to have her mind directed to the period which 
preceded, and not to the period which followeth, the In- 
carnation. Now that glory which he had with his Father 
before the world was, is a glory of the infinite and incom- 
prehensible Godhead, which cometh not within the scope 
of man's understanding, and indeed which, save for wor- 
ship, entereth not within the region of man's concerns. 
But the glory to which he attained in his manhood, in 
which he now subsisteth in redeemed flesh of man, and 
which he now putteth forth, by and in humanity's form, 
holding with an arm of flesh and guiding with faculties 
of reason, the sceptre of God, — this is a thing wholly 
cognoscible by man, and to that end brought to pass that 
the creature might know it, and in knowing it be blessed. 
And seeing that God hath given ifs a book, designed for 
nothing less than the unfolding to human knowledge of 
that glory to which his Son is advanced, and of that glory 
in which he is yet to be revealed, how diligent ought we 
to be, who have fellow-feeling and co-heirship in it all, to 
discover the might, the fulness, the beauty, of that Person 
in whom we have believed, and who hath promised to en- 
rich us with the same endowments, and to fill us with the 
same fulness ! And how diligent should pastors and mi- 
nisters of the church whom he gave and continueth unto 
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his church for the very end of conveying to her the gifts 
which he received when he ascended up on high; how 
diligent, I say, ought we to be in meditating this book, 
which professeth to reveal Jesus Christ, which Jesus Christ 
received as a gift from his Father, and which he sent 
straightway unto his servant John, that through him it 
might be shewn unto all believers! Be it understood, 
therefore, by you all, that I have so much faith in God's 
faithful word, that I will never suffer this book, in my pre- 
sence, to be treated lightly ; that I will never shrink as a 
divine to draw from it my chief illustrations of the glories 
of Christ, of his rights and prerogatives in the day of his 
absence, and of his performances and possessions when 
he shall come again. I will resist unto blood those who 
say that another than He is head of the church ; those who 
say that a magistrate or king may govern well, with an 
eye only to the people's well-being, and with no respect to 
Christ the Priestly King ; and those who say that there is 
to be a millennial kingdom without his presence, and 
a destruction of Antichrist without his power. I am re- 
solved by the grace of God to make a stand for the revival 
of this book from among the rust of obsolete interpretation 
and the dust of neglect. I feel that I can do little in such 
a work as the evolution of the glories of Christ, written in 
the history of the church, and of the world. But we must 
be faithful in the least, as well as in the greatest. The 
Lord will raise up better and wiser servants in our room, 
whereat we shall much rejoice. We must be up and do- 
ing, for the time is at hand : << The night is far spent, the 
day is at hand." May the Lord set forth in an earthen 
vessel the preciousness of this his treasure ; may the Lord 
prosper the undertaking of his servant; may the Lord 
bless it to his native land, and to his mother-church ! God 
hear this prayer, and answer it for his glorious Name's 
sake. 

THE THANKSGIVING. 

I THANK thee, Lord, that thou hast taught my soul, 

Low lying at thy feet, to rise again 

In majesty of truth. Her nakedness 

Thou hast adorn'd with robes of heavenly light ; 
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Her blear- eyedy sickly vision purged with salve, 

Which cost the price of thy most precious blood ! 

And now, behold, far looking through the dark 

And depth of future times, I can descry 

The ends and purposes of God ; and tell 

Unto thy Church glad tidings of Thyself. 

Oh) what a wretch were I, thus high advanced 

From grovelling in the dust, did I refrain 

My lips from serving Thee, my King, my God ! 

I thank Thee, Lord : my Lord, I give Thee thanks. 
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